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Item Description

Title
Robert R. McBurney, c. 1883

Description
A portrait photograph Robert Ross McBurney, c. 1883.

Historical Information
Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building, 
designed by McBurney, to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the 
development of nine more facilities as well as a dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” 
incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was controversial. 

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert 
McBurney also served in senior leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his 
biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”
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TRANSCRIPT 

THE SPRINGFIELD UNION Nov. 26, 1884 

A VERY IMPORTANT MOVEMENT. 

A SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS TO BE ESTABL9SHED IN SPRINGFIELD. 

INSTRUCTION TO BE GIVEN IN PRACTICAL CHURCH AND MISSION WORK. 

THE PLANS AND PURPOSES OF THE SCHOOL OUTLINED – THE COURSE OF STUDY, THE ORGANIZATION, ETC. 

A meeting was held last evening at the house of Rev. D.A. Reed to organize a school for Christian workers. Rev. 

Dr. S.G. Buckingham was chosen as chairman. Most of the gathering present had had the matter explained to 

them and had signed the paper necessary to form a legal corporation. Mr. Reed said be had found by 

experience and investigation a great need of trained workers, especially in these three departments: As 

secretaries for Young Men’s Christian associations, as superintendents of Sunday schools, and as helpers for 

pastors in mission work and in the general work of the church. One reason why ministers in our cities break 

down, to-day, is because of the details requiring time, and the anxiety over the Sunday school work and the 

work for young people. Almost all of this work and anxiety could be taken from the pastor and the strength 

and efficiency of the church be greatly increased, through the agency of a young man earnest, enthusiastic, 

consecrated to Christ and trained for this purpose. Some churches already pay men to devote their whole time 

to this work and every large church can afford to do this, because the Sunday school would be more 

prosperous, the young people would be bound more strongly to the church, young converts could be better 

developed into active Christian workers, and be set and kept at work, and thus the financial ability of the 

church be increased far more than the salary of the trained superintendent or helper, not to speak of the great 

spiritual advantage to the church. 

The object of this school, then, is to train men to be secretaries of Young Men’s Christian associations, 

superintendents of Sunday schools, helpers to pastors in mission work and the general work of the church. 

Bible colporteurs [someone employed by a religious society to distribute bibles and other religious tracts] and 

readers. The school is in no way to interfere with the work of theological seminaries[,] opening a door to a 

short cut to the reg[ular] ministry. Who are the men and where are they to be found? Experience and 

testimony have shown that there are many young men in the large towns and cities who have unusual ability 

to do the work proposed, and who want to dedicate themselves to Christian work, byt who do not know how 

to begin or where to go. The college course and regular ministry seem closed to them from financial reasons 

or because of age. These men are known to pastors and secretaries of Young Men’s Christian associations as 

faithful, efficient works, so far as their time permits, and it is hoped that when the existence of this school is 

known man of them will be encouraged to give all their time to Christian work and enter this school for special 

training. The course of study will included Bible history: systematic study of the great fundamental truths 
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common to all evangelical denominations as sin, redemption, faith justification, the divinity of Christ, the Holy 

Spirit, prayer, etc.; comparing Scripture with Scripture, study of the biographies of the Bible; practice in 

unfolding Scripture in the prayer meeting and leading Sunday school teachers’ meetings; methods of dealing 

with inquirers; the history of Christianity; showing the difficulties met; the guidance and blessing of God in the 

progress of the Gospel; the lives of the most noted men of God and the characteristics of their work; the kind 

of teaching and life which God has honored most in advancing his cause; the history and literature of the 

Young Men’s Christian associations; the history and literature of the Sunday school; practice in all branches of 

lay work; instruction in vocal music and gymnastics. The time will be two years and the school year will be 

from September to June. The school is to be strictly undenominational in its character and no views peculiar to 

any denomination will be taught. The young men will all be members of churches when they enter and will be 

expected to go into the churches of their respective denominations in the city and help in church work. 

The organization will be a legal corporation with president, vice president, secretary and treasurer, a board of 

trustees and an executive committee. The teachers for the first year are as follows: Rev. Theron H. Hawkes, 

Rev. S.I. Merrell, Rev. L.L. Potter, Rev. T.W. Bishop, Rev. D.A. Reed, Rev. Orville Reed. Rev. Dr. Pentecost of 

Brooklyn and Mr. S. M. Sayford of Newton have agreed to come and give a course of Bible readings and 

practical talks. It is also expected that Mr. Dwight L. Moody of Northfield will visit the school and make one or 

two addresses during the year. The following is a list of the gentlemen interested and the officers chosen last 

night for the first year: Rev. Dr. S.G. Buckingham, Rev. T.W. Bishop, Homer Merriam, Charles H. Barrows, Dr. 

T.L. Chapman, H.P. Stone, J.H. Appleton, E. Potter Dyer, S.F. Chester, Noyes W. Fisk, George W. Tapley, H.C. 

Rowley, T.L. Haynes, George A. Eills, T.H. Stock, Henry S. Lee, Horace Smith, Hery S. Lee, Horace Smith, Charles 

March, C.H. Southworth, Rev. Lester L. Potter, E.C. Rogers, L.C. Smith, Edward Ingersoll, H.M. Brewster, 

Charles E. Brown. The officer for one year are as follows: President, Rev. D.A. Reed of this city; vice president, 

R.R. McBurney of New York; secretary, Rev. S.L. Merrell of this city; treasurer, Henry S. Lee of this city; 

trustees, D.L. Moody of Northfield, George W. Tupley of this city, R.S. Morse of New York, H.H. Moore of 

Boston, E.C. Rogers of this city, Russell Sturges, Jr., of Boston, Charles H. Barrows of this city, C.H. Southworth 

of this city, Charles Marsh of this city, W.F. Lee of New York, S.F. Chester of this city, Rev. Dr. E.A. Red of New 

York, Noyes W. Fisk, H.P. Stone and H.M. Brewster of this city, and the officers, ex-officio. 

The school will open the first Monday in January, 1885, and the reading room and parlor of the Armory Hill 

Young Men’s Christian association wil be used as recitation rooms. The lot on the corner of State and Sherman 

streets has been secured and plans are being drawn for a suitable building to be erected in the early spring. 

Any one desirous of entering the school shoulc apply for information to the secretary, S. [Samuel] L. Merrill, 

144 Buckingham street, Springfield, Mass. Any one desirous of aiding the work by contributions will please 

send the money to Henry S. Lee, treasurer of the Springfield Institution for Savings. 
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'J'l1r 01"1(rull:r.:11l<>JJ will b~ R l<'ctal corpora
tlou wllh 111c~lde111, vice pre•llleat. s~rt
tory and trcuhW"\!r. n b1111rd Qf !rm.tees und 
nu execulirn co1Cn1htcr. 'fhc tc11cller$ fo1· 
!he tir~t yr~r ~r<· o~ tollow11: 'Jtcv. 'l'hcmn 
II. Uawke:i. Re". S. L. M~rrc)!. Re~. L. f,. 
Potter. Rev. T. W. Bl~hop, Rev. D. A. 
Re~'tl, Rt~. On·Utc Jl<>~•I. Rev. Dr. J>entf'-
uost of Brooklyu i;n<l Mr. s. 
.l!. $ay!ord o1 :Newton bave 
tt~rt'oo to come :md gl._.., a rouNI'. or Bibi~ 
ren•JlDin- uml pructleal t~lks. II t. al~o e~
p~cted that Mr. Dwll(htL. l\loollyo!N"ortb
tlc1d will Ytslt the school "lld m~lie olle or 
twu ll<ll!J'l!S~"" llurinK the veer. '11hc fol
lowing is A Ji;rt of t,he iteutlemen intcre!!tc<l 
Rllu 'Ibo olllc~r~ ebo~en J111<tnil!"httorthe n .... t 
:reiu": R,ci.-. J)r. it G. JJucldu~-
hn~. 111'\'. T. W. ;Bishop, 
Homer ~fcrrlam,_!)burlcs u. Barrows. Dr. 
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Transcript

A VERY IMP01" 
/fANT MOVEMENT. 
A SCHOOL F'      '  
TOREEST.       •**   CHRISTIAN^WORKERS 
At&LlSHEV IN SPRINGFIELD. 
INSTR'   
c       XITTONTO BE GIVEN IN PRACTI- 
ALCUUKCH AND MISSION WORK. 
tflfE PfcANS AND PURPOSES 0¥ THE SCHOOL 
OUTLINED— T«K COURSE G# STUDY, THE 
ORGANIZATION, ETC. 
A Meeting was held last evening at the 
hOKse of Rev. P. A. Reed to organize a 
school for Christian workers. Rev. Dr. 3. 
G. Buckingham was ■chosen chairman.; 
Most of the gathering present had had the] 
•matter explained to thcBi and had signed the, 
paper necessary to form a legal corporation. 
Mr. Reeii said he had founii by experience and investigation a great 
need of trained workers, especial: 
ly in these thrae departments: As, 
secretaries for Young Men's Christian asso-j 
ciations, as superintendents of Sunday i 
schools, and as helpers for pastors in mission 
woi* and in the general work of the church. 
One reason why ministers in or.r cities 
l>reu'k down, to-day, is because ot the details requiring time, and flie anxiety over 4he Sunday school work 
ana the work for young people. Almost 
all of this work and anxiety could be taken 
•from the pastor and the strength and efficiency of the church be greatly increased, 
through the agency of a young "man earnest, 
enthusiastic, consecrated to Christ and 
trained for this purpose. Some churches 
already pay men to devote their whole time 
to this work and every large 
church can aflord to do this, because the 
Sunday school would be more prosperous, 
the young people would be bound more 
strongly to the church, young converts 
could oe better developed into ac'ive Christian workers, and be set and kept at work, 
and thus the financial ability of the church 
be increased far more than the salary of the 
trained superintendent or helper, not to 
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speak of the great spiritual advantage to 
the church. 
The object of this school, then, is to train 
men to be secretaries of Young Men's 
Christian associations, superintendents of 
Sunday schools, helpers to pastors in mission 
work and the general work of the church, 
Bible       colporteurs        and readers. 
The    school   is    in no  way  to interfere 
with the work of  theological"seminaries ir 
-openiug a door to a short cut to the regi, 
  
ministry, wno ate tne men auu wnere are 
they to be found? Experience and testimony have shown that there are many 
young men in the large towns and cities 
who have unusual ability to do the work 
proposed, and who want to dedicate themselves to Christian work, 
but who do not kuow how 
to begin or where to go. The college 
course and regular ministry seem closed to 
them from financial reasons or because of 
8ge. These men are known to pastors and 
secretaries of Young Men's Christian associations as faithful, efficient workers, so far 
as their time permits, and it is hoped that 
when the existence of this school is known 
many of them will be encouraged to give 
all their time to Christian work ani enter 
this school for special training. The course 
of study will include Bible history; systematic study of the great fundamental 
truths common to all evangelical denominations as sin, redemption, failh, justification, 
the divinity of (jurist.the Holy Spirit, pray- 
er,eic.; comparing Scripture with Scripture; 
study of the biographies of the Bible; 
practice in unfolding Scripture in the 
prayer meeting and leading Sunday school 
teachers' meetings; methods of dealing 
with inquirers: the history of Christianity; 
Showing the difficulties met. the guidance 
and blessing of (Sod in the progress of tin; 
Gospel; the lives of the most noted men of 
God and the characteristics of their work; 
the kind of teaching and life which God has 
honored most in advancing his cause: the 
history and literature of the Young Men's 
Christian associations; the history and 
literature of the Sunday school; practice in 
Ail branches of lay work; instruction in 
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vocal music and gymnastics. The time will 
be two years and the school year 
will be from Septeml>er to June. 
The school is to be strictly undenominational in its character and no views peculiar to any denomination will be 
taught. 
The young" men will all be members at 
churches when they enter and will be expected to go into the churches of their respective denominations in the city 
and help 
in church work. 
The organization will be a legal corporation with president, vice president, secretary and treasurer, a board of 
trustees and 
an executive coremittce. The teachers for 
the first year arc as follows: Rev. Theron 
H. Hawkcs, Rev. S. L. Merrell, Rev. L. L. 
Potter. Rev. T. W. Bishop, Rev. D. A. 
l!i ed, Rev. Orville Reed. Rev. Dr. Pentecost of Brooklyn and Mr. S. 
M. Sayford of Newton have 
agreed to come and give a course of Bible 
readings and practical talks. It is also expected" that Mr. Dwight L. Moody of North- 
lield will visit the school and make one or 
two addresses during the year. The following is a list of the gentlemen interested 
mid'thc officers chosen last night for the first 
year: Rev. Dr. S. G. Buckingham, Rev. T. W. Bishop, 
Homer Merriam, Charles II. Barrows, Dr.
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- t:TI.L'-'CE .FOii O'.'\R Ill .St>l:~'.fl l'I IL~O:>i 
TO ll{J A t,h\lfl Tlll:-11. 

The let1,.r 11uhll•11l'tl in Jn,t cveulnu·~ 
l'.s10~ JrC>ru \\'llltu111 P.. Lewi,, ,1111a toer1'
t11J"V of )'1111111{ 'l•·n·, (.;luiwti:•u it••Ol'latlnn• 
for- Wi..con>ln. ><hO\\ N th<' 1.~llwntlo11 in 
'1\"hi<'h Ute wo1·k of 1hls w·w lu~rituliou 1, 
uf·ld b'I" thO>f' who !U'C IUttJrl't'letl lll tho«• 
111<atein method of l't·li:.tion> activity thnt 
ha¥" cOJIJI' tot,• u llL'<'~·"ltY lu thi~ couu1r~. 
,...n1ili:rr 11-t11000\• h borne by 
Jtol.lt'rt W!!hle11•:ill, ~t11t11 'l'<'.retary 
rf Yr>on~ )ltn'!i Chrl,tiau 3••ocl:itior,• lu 
MlUlle-Dta. I D a 1~11· r pubh•bcJ ID the I •l 
111w.1 .. r or the 1Jt11e:i ~o \\'21tcb1na11- ~Ir. 
Weliteo•all -1111 , in thlij letter th:st the re· 
t<Ull uf :i.lJl:r.:ouu I\ l•lt tu sprio~tl<·l<l l'.-a .. tor.:'
.roove all vre~lonR donht• uud 1>atbfy hlnhuf( 
f bat the scbonl i• jlH•t whvt is uccde<l. su..i1 
, ;>'fJt>ril'n~c.' as tb1·M' ~how bO\V t111· M'b~ol Is 
r•,.•arfiEll 111 1ho•1• \\ho ur•· tjlllllltle<I tu Jlt1f::t> 
£ f~ i l S adr 1'\ltlion to J'l'e~tU~ tlll'I 

he Call tor- nai'llil'd J,aymen for Ite11iit· 
lou• Wor.k. 

~ly on~wer to lbe ln!t question LI, U1tal 
lh<:t u 11 re DillE' hunclrc:ll aoJ t"·entv·niutl 
Youn" a11 n·~ t hrl•llm 11s•oc1atlon.s Jn till 
country aloDe, IUlt.I tb~ number j,. inereasln" 
r11pitll'I" e'l"er'I" 'l"ear. over :JOO of tbc8o 1111~~ 
cla11011~ emp)o)· 01111 ur worn men ai; !Ml<!l'e• 
'"n'""• who df'vo11• tltfJlr whole tune In 
work 1or ~ 0111;g ru~n. anll wh•1 
11rc unlJ a ro•:iu~ .. r ,,uhtry. Th1i•e 
11M1o<'iation~ are ul•o lncrca .. lng rspirtlv iu 
forrlgn counfrle~. 1111'1 u the method!! or 
\\orl.. "lllJllO)t'd In 1i11' lan•I :ire con•ii11!N'd 
'" l1e the 1>t>;:1. •m1ni;:em.,n1- aro> already 
lotlu;- made to •P.D I 1~1 here frou1 thr.,oe 
forc~n :u.,004tiou~ u lc;iro our metb~ ot 
\"Ork. 

'l"be international c001111ltte!' \Vant live mi 11 
J•rr 111•1nth 1ht" ;eur ro lill p<,.itll>n• as ~1 'i
l"t>t11rirs.1n tbi• r:-1•1tntn·. Xu\\ there I~ tit r
l1:1p:- Do J.in.>!t~~iou In which w<•h Vll.TiP-d 111111 
l>\'('Uli:tr~ualitlr11tlon• ar11 D~"•leJ to In.uni 
~lll'<'i:i!>'. :Be&tll'l'I t!lrl nn•1 collln1on -.en,,u 
wn•r11lurics !illoul<i hfl\' ut lt>:1st af:lir gi·u~rnl 
eotuc:1ti1•n. ~bould hll.tible t<• tench tbt' Bft.11•, 
l o 1.,0.1 in ~inain:!. t-0 ·lirt>t·t iu the ~> n1n11-

pri·stin~ llf•'.11,, i.ud u 1~ 1Crt1llryln"( ~1u111, ttnd if lli~Tl' Is to r• :?:Ul~r iastru 't"r· 
to tQclll c,i·it.I\' 10 i..uo\\ tbal th\, 1n,htut1ou. to lit ~on1r OD" fur lh11l pooition. •r 111'f 
~ltkb ,,.w.,.~ both 11~ ori:iln nn•l j\, d"i·elor: i.huul1I know tbP v1•ry l><"•t IU•Jtho1ls ior 
men1 to one of nur city pn~tor,, Re'" [)al\•U) n·1ll'hil11:: antl bol•ling )'HUil:{ u1en. :•nd how 
.A. J{cw, l" aln-it1ly >1tl~ndln~ •tll•·n lluu lu to ori:11niz;Pond din·1·1.1rul11se1be~e fil<'th111t •• 
J~urope, 8~ well uq In ull l•lll'IS o1 thl~ coun- Tl.wy bbqal<.l knf1W ho1v to study nmn 111111 
t.rv. Tile 1lNlllN i·ol'ci·i·e<l ~eeutly 10 ~11 ctolt•(:I th1'1r ~runt uc(«ls. 'l'hrv Hho\lld 
11:t;p1J.,1ilffl11 1.hRI 111411 h•·~I• m~<le frn111 1~11rl1 11 lmve spiritual fJO\Yer. '.l'bev ~\louhl kn1,1\y 
f h 1 • l tlt ti I h --' certllin busllles" pritid1llu11o in or<111r to non· 
<JI' t._.e T.l nn~<•t Chll 11~ · 11 611• 'IV t i\ v'l,l\Y du1·L thP "nuu"iol nffah·~. »f the a~soclatluu. io i;(artiuir a idmllnr ~cbool at tbe Uero1nn 11 v 

Cflf>il!ll. ''"<' nr1• 1111 w lnfotnH.'d thut with 'l'hPv •boult.I kn11w nn1l!h •'!the hU.tory or 
the b1'l!iruiinl! of rht• iwxt '''hoof ~ ~ur lu 111 ~ <'hri•llu11itv and uu1lt!"tll.11<1 lhe lh·c:; or 
ti.II. I.here" 111 bc•·ith• r cwour tour •ludtul~ t•t11lt1• nt < hri•t1·1n rncn fn order tbut Lhov 
Crom Fr:ini·~. ~~ay oo encoara:;:ed iu lh<·fr 1liffic~l1 '\ork. 

The ])ra•pPrlt,· 1111J u~crulnc,, of tbi J hl're I. no !!cltuol for tltc tr11inln,.. of ll.1P1ie 
<t•hool \Voultl he -,.,.r, 1n .. t•·rhilly rurthen 11 'oun:: men, ~nd if tlit·r" wet<' no othrr hu..,; 
hy the llftln!! of the ·~mall debt urou Uu• vr w<irk ai.~rur. ft:r u-nh1~tl .la.~ m1 n, tru 
oulldin•v, Public 'l.llrlt1:d and weallby lllt'n Young. 11en <l Chr&•tl:iu !i!S.•OClllllOIUI a lune 
rn Nc\\"'·Yorl, 11r11 vi•rv willios.: to furnl•ll Ul't:d this s.:b~l. llut the dl'm~u<l tur p:to• 
wouey io t>nl:ir.i.."' thP ~··opo 11nd u-erulnu-~ toro' h~lpcrs 10 ~ur h\t,l!'t·r <'ltles '" al-o vr1·v 
,,! the !<cbool. Jlrt•vhh·d !:iprfnitfichl and thr gr .. nL Ch~ n1l•~w11 work e,1,ec,ally'rc11ulr1il 
f'onueeticul vallet wlll f11n1i~b t ltc huflJ. hi;rmen with mo•t. if not a.11. of ~b~ <1u~llli· 
1n1r. They think iha1 our local vridt• nnll 1-:1tiou• of the 1 oun.:: ~I n s <Chr1.t1~n 11;qs<>
public •pcit oui:ht tu tic tl<}ll:tl to ral-c the rlallu,!ll!. Illt'n ,,·b• :i.rt· not n!•lllWI 
,. tU.000 now ncl'lif'tl 10 co1npl,.tc tt11 IJll>· to wnt-; ,,enuon«11nr ~[)(>1111 tltelr_ t.fmc. wltl 
n1t'nt,, for 111 .. i•1ni>crty. und th• re i• 1, r · Ilic llutte• iictullar unh l 1

• the m1llllitn·. b 1L 
rainlv !OJX'EI ID lhal. l•:\t:t\' lu-tltuli"U tli IL l\lto MID cle\Ole :ill thdr tit!IEI to pl':lCliillll ~r 
,n1111<-t- :ilfl'Dltou ""'I {>t.'<1J1lr. to ~priul(l!Cltl Jl~l"~nal. as distinct Crum J1teM1rY or pulpit 
1~ :10 :idditiun to tnc. clty tbit de.-et\f?~ I'll· work. A 1:entlf)ID1tn, ''ho ba,.. been 'tll~)· 
conrnl!'('ment. und the .uli~eription loll.' 
CJf $100 I>\" IOQ pt'f~on• \\ ould 'J:be.Problelll uflllla..-lon Work 
yield the 'n<'l'dcd ~10,()(tO. 'l'bur11 ln our ht11!'1 <·itl~s. ~Ill'' that be bcli1•vr• llll• 
1nUht IX' ,<'Y<'l'fll thUJ·• one bll11tll'C'1I 1>1'r•ou>1 ma~~e~ wUl oul~ b< rcituhc•l :111<l helprtl Mii•'· 
11111ong Tb" l':>to!\'" rc:uJtr, who woul•f lie <'C·~rnll~ by band Lo h11nd \\'Ork 01111 th·1t 
!?lull tomanlft'•L 11.itlr h1tt·rc-t ill thi' ~rb0<1l trulncd hymen Ard, h •t 1mlcul 11t·d 
in thb prut·lkul '~ :i\. I It• quh-k1·r It i• dooo lo do . th!-. I hc"e . meu "111 
the better. The trou•urr.rof 1be cbuol. "r. also l>t> -~ctally lf'!'lntll tor ~un·mY 'chool 
Ct.:1r!c:J< M:trl!h.1•11,bitr ot the Pyudiou hault. "·or!.;. trb1ch re11u1~ u1u1•lt tune. Stathll<'J 
'Vil! i·ecch ,. -ub-1·r1p1 ion~ tvw:u 11 t hi• ~how that tttcr.- 11re bunLlrw~ or thou.an•!~ 
~10,000, wbicb l'\'flllluly OU(Cbt to be of l'hihlrm in tbi~ h.u1I ou~ ot t!1e 8un1f:\} 
Jottlicoining t.i~ror£l th~ bolldlu:J: I!; toru1nllv Pcllool nnd ouu1d,~o! 1111 r .. liino\ll! \nJIUtUt·e•. 
uedil'lltecl. Ir nnybo1ly 1>ror1· r~ to ,,t•111{ Miil>· {l'beHc might he l!'Uthi'r"J In by the p-0rH011ul 
>4:l1iptious to 'l'htt TJ:-1111'N' 1111u hnvll the1 11 work or undrr ili11 tl!~ct•tlon of, 1ru'se trafn('d 

IJ'llhllcly 11~knuwk,l11.ot1 we \Vlll Vl'!l-y l(h•t.lly 1nen nod :ill thr w11rk qf tb~• Sun(tay FJohool 
·ecelve tl11111 utul f1)rw111·d tllL•111 lo lht• bv UJUlll' mnro l".df!l'lh·e. AJrca.dy poslt:on~ 
trepsnrer. 8ub•l'l'llltlfln.• IQ tht• r11no1111t of hovo been Offert.ll foJ' lUOtl! tbanollt! bu11dr1·1l 
iflOIJO t1111•e h<•1·11 r•'l'f'f\t•ll tl11ce 'I'll•• L :-;1r1:-. men trained to tie pa~l!•r~' ~Pl~rs. 'l'lll' 

the 1111pl ea on11 rr.1·el\·e1l w Ith the 
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Title
Robert R. McBurney YMCA Life Member Certificate, 1876

Description
A certificate of Life Membership to the YMCA of New York City given to Robert Ross McBurney. The certificate is dated June 8, 1876 and is signed by W.E. Dodge Jr., 
President and E.A. Bennett.  Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own 
building, designed by McBurney, to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of 
nine more facilities as well as a dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s 
mission when the idea was controversial. 

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior 
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA 
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”

Springfield College Subjects
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North 
America/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 

People
McBurney, Robert Ross, 1837-1898 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/McBurney%2C Robert Ross%2C 1837-
1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Keywords
Certificates (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Certificates/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Creator
The Major and Knapp Eng. Mfg & Lith. Co (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/The Major and Knapp Eng. Mfg & Lith. 
Co/field/creato/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Date Created
1876-06-08

Language
en-US

File Name
SC15089

Extent
34.75 x 33 cm

File Format
Text/jpg 

File Type
Text (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Text/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Master File Format
Text/tiff 

Date Digital Object Created
2011-07-05

Collection Title
Trustee Records (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Trustee Records/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Collection Folder Number
McBurney, Robert

Item Notes
The certificate has some damage along the right edge and is encased in mylar with board backing. In addition, the scanned image cuts off some of the original document.

Virtual Exhibit Identifier
YMCA-HOF (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA-HOF/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 
IMLS-YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 

https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield%20College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield%20College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young%20Men's%20Christian%20Association%20of%20North%20America/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/McBurney%2C%20Robert%20Ross%2C%201837-1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Certificates/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/The%20Major%20and%20Knapp%20Eng.%20Mfg%20&%20Lith.%20Co/field/creato/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield%20College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Text/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Trustee%20Records/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA-HOF/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and
https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and
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Item Description

Title
McBurney's Tower Room, c. 1876

Description
A photograph of the "tower" room McBurney used in the the old 23rd St YMCA building in New York City, c. 1876.  When Robert McBurney arrived in the United States 
from Ireland in 1854, he took a room at a YMCA and eight years later, he became the only employed staff person of the New York City YMCA. He was responsible for 
taking care of the library and programs in the few rented rooms that made up the association. 

Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building, designed by McBurney, 
to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of nine more facilities as well as a 
dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was 
controversial. 

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior 
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA 
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.” In 1991, McBurney was inducted in the YMCA Hall of Fame.

Springfield College Subjects
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North 
America/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 

McBurney's Tower Room, c. 1876 ...
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People
McBurney, Robert Ross, 1837-1898 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/McBurney%2C Robert Ross%2C 1837-
1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Date Created
1876?

File Name
SC18838

File Format
Image/jpg 

File Type
Image (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Image/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Master File Format
Image/tiff 

Date Digital Object Created
2011-07-14

Collection Title
Trustee Records (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Trustee Records/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Collection Folder Number
McBurney, Robert

Item Notes
The photograph is mounted on 29.5 x 24.5 cm. cardboard which is damaged in the upper right corner.

Virtual Exhibit Identifier
IMLS-YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 
YMCA-HOF (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA-HOF/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Rights
Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is 
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission 
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety 
rights. The publishing, exhibiting, or broadcasting party assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of United States copyright law.
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Item Description

Title
Robert R. McBurney

Robert R. McBurney ...
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Description
A lantern slide of a photograph of Robert Ross McBurney.  A duplicate photograph exists - http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15370coll2/id/4203 
(http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15370coll2/id/4203)

Historical Information
Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building, designed by McBurney, 
to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of nine more facilities as well as a 
dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was 
controversial. 

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior 
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA 
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”

Springfield College Subjects
Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North 
America/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 

People
McBurney, Robert Ross, 1837-1898 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/McBurney%2C Robert Ross%2C 1837-
1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Keywords
Portraits (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Portraits/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Mustaches (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Mustaches/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 
 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm//field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Date Created
1883-1898?

File Name
LS-02-21

File Format
Image/jpg 

File Type
Image (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Image/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Master File Format
Image/tiff 

Date Digital Object Created
2003-03-24

Collection Title
Lantern Slide Collection (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Lantern Slide Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Collection Box Number
02

Collection Item Number
21

Collection Status
Processed (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Processed/field/collef/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Item Notes
Lantern slide is cracked and the upper left corner is broken off.

Virtual Exhibit Identifier
IMLS-YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 
YMCA-HOF (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA-HOF/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Rights
Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is 
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission 
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety 
rights. The publishing, exhibiting, or broadcasting party assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of United States copyright law.
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Item Description

Title
Robert R. McBurney

Description
A portrait photograph Robert Ross McBurney.

Robert R. McBurney ...
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Historical Information
Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building, designed by McBurney, 
to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of nine more facilities as well as a 
dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was 
controversial. 

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior 
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA 
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”

Springfield College Subjects
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North 
America/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 

People
McBurney, Robert Ross, 1837-1898 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/McBurney%2C Robert Ross%2C 1837-
1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Keywords
Mustaches (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Mustaches/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Portraits (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Portraits/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 
 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm//field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Creator
Fred Stark Co. (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Fred Stark Co./field/creato/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Date Created
1887-1898?

File Name
SC18750

Extent
13 x 16 in.

File Format
Image/jpg 

File Type
Image (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Image/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Master File Format
Image/tiff 

Date Digital Object Created
2002-04-05

Collection Title
Trustee Records (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Trustee Records/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Collection Folder Number
McBurney, Robert

Item Notes
Portrait appeared in the February 1899 issue of Men (Vol. XXV, No. 2, page 80) in the article "Robert R. McBurney: The History of a Strong Life".

Virtual Exhibit Identifier
YMCA-HOF (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA-HOF/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 
IMLS-YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Rights
Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is 
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission 
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety 
rights. The publishing, exhibiting, or broadcasting party assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of United States copyright law.
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Transcript

To Oliver C. Morse Esq. Sec YMCA Training School Springfield, Mass. Dear Sir, I am in receipt of your kind favor informing me that I have been 

unanimously elected as a Corporator of your Training School and I desire to acknowledge the honor that has thus been conferred upon me. I regret however that as I 
reside on this side of the Atlantic and having regard also to the pressures & multiplicity of my present engagements and the number of existing responsibilities, I must deny 
myself the pleasure of of accepting the distinguished position to which I am so generously invited to fill.  With repeated acknowledgements of appreciation & very beast 
wishes for a growing blessing upon the School in all its interests, I remain yours truly, George Williams

Sir George Williams Letter, 1890 ...
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Item Description

Title
Sir George Williams Letter, 1890

Description
A letter from YMCA founder, George Williams to Oliver C. Morse, Corresponding Secretary of the YMCA Training School (now Springfield College) dated September 8, 
1890.  In his letter, Williams acknowledges that while he is very grateful to have been unanimously elected as a Trustee of the School, he will have to decline the offer 
because of his distance from the school as well as his existing commitments and responsibilities.

Historical Information
The YMCA was founded by Sir George Williams in 1844 as a response to the poor living conditions young men in London, England were exposed to at that time.  Williams 
sought to provide a place where young men could partake in healthy activities for the mind, body and spirit because at the time the options available to young men included 
taverns and brothels.  The YMCA movement quickly spread across England, Scotland and Ireland and in 1851 extended to North America.  Williams maintained a lifelong 
affiliation with the association and in 1894, the fiftieth anniversary of the YMCA's founding, was knighted by Queen Victoria.  Sir George died in 1905 and was buried in St. 
Paul's Cathedral.  He is commemorated with a stained glass window in London's Westminster Abbey.

Springfield College Subjects
International Young Men's Christian Association Training School (Springfield, Mass.) (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/International Young 
Men's Christian Association Training School (Springfield%2C Mass.)/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North 
America/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Springfield College--Faculty (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Faculty/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 

People
Morse, Oliver C. (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Morse%2C Oliver C./field/people/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Williams, George, Sir, 1821-1905 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Williams%2C George%2C Sir%2C 1821-
1905/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Companies & Organizations
YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA/field/compan/mode/exact/conn/and) 
 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm//field/compan/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Keywords
Correspondence (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Correspondence/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Creator
Williams, George, Sir, 1821-1905 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Williams%2C George%2C Sir%2C 1821-
1905/field/creato/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Date Created
1890-09-08

Language
en-GB 

File Name
williams-george-letter-trustees-1890-09-08

File Format
Text/jpg 

File Type
Text (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Text/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Master File Format
Text/tiff 

Date Digital Object Created
2011-08-11

Collection Title
Trustee Records (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Trustee Records/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Collection Box Number
Trustee Materials

Collection Folder Number
Miscellaneous correspondance with Corporation Members and Board of Trustees
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Virtual Exhibit Identifier
GW1 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/GW1/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 
GW2 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/GW2/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 
YMCA-HOF (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA-HOF/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Rights
Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is 
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission 
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety 
rights. The publishing, exhibiting, or broadcasting party assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of United States copyright law.
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YMCA First Annual Report (1844) ...



[ YMCA, England. (Jun. 06, 1844). YMCA First Annual Report. 
YMCA Great Britain, Springfield College. Source: https://
springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/
id/23402/rec/1]

https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/id/23402/rec/1
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Object Description

Title
YMCA First Annual Report (1844)

Description
This is the First Annual Report of the YMCA, which was created in 1844. The document begins by sharing the members of the YMCA committee before listing the twelve 
major rules associated with the committee before transitioning into an introduction that explains the committee's interest in employing a missionary. After the introduction 
ends, there are seven pages which represent the actual First Report of the Young Men's Christian Association. The first report begins by describing how the association 
was actually created before shifting the rules and requirements of entering the association. The end of the report talks about the early success of the association, talking 
about some of the prayers the association has already committed together. The last page of the document is the appendix, which focuses exclusively on the plan of the 
committee to hire a missionary and some of the requirements of the person who is hired.

Historical Information
Sir George Williams founded the YMCA in 1844 at the age of twenty-two in response to the moral conditions he found upon moving to London, England during the 
Industrial Revolution.  He found the conditions to be incompatible with his evangelical outlook as the only recreational outlets for young men at the time were taverns and 
brothels.  Williams sought to create a place where men could partake in healthy activities for the mind, body and spirit and thus the idea for the Young Men's Christian 
Association was born.  The YMCA movement quickly spread across England, Scotland and Ireland and in 1851 extended to North America.  Williams maintained a lifelong 
affiliation with the association and in 1894, the fiftieth anniversary of the YMCA's founding, was knighted by Queen Victoria.  Sir George died in 1905 and was buried in St. 
Paul's Cathedral.  He is commemorated with a stained glass window in London's Westminster Abbey.

Springfield College Subjects
Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North 
America/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 
International Young Men's Christian Association (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/International Young Men's Christian 
Association/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and) 

People
Williams, George, Sir, 1821-1905 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Williams%2C George%2C Sir%2C 1821-
1905/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Companies & Organizations
YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA/field/compan/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Geographic Locations
London (England) (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/London (England)/field/geogra/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Keywords
documents (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/documents/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 
Christianity (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Christianity/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 
History (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/History/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Publisher
Maish and Symons, Printers, Vauxhall (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Maish and Symons%2C Printers%2C 
Vauxhall/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Date Created
1844

Language
en-US

File Name
ymca-first-report-1844-bv-1065-l6-a-1844-73

Extent
17 pages
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File Format
Text/jpg 

File Type
Text (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Text/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Master File Format
Text/tiff 

Date Digital Object Created
2019-11-06

Source
Is part of the bound volume of the "YMCA London Report, 1944-1973"

Collection Title
Rare Books Collection (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Rare Books Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Collection Information
https://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Rare%20Books%20Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and 
(https://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Rare%20Books%20Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and)

Collection Item Number
bv-1065-l6-a-1844-73

Collection Status
Processed (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Processed/field/collef/mode/exact/conn/and) 

Item Notes
This document is in the bound volume of the "YMCA London Report, 1944-1973" contained in the rare book collection of the Springfield College Archives and Special 
Collections.

Rights
Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is 
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission 
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety 
rights. The publishing, exhibiting, or broadcasting party assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of United States copyright law.
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h•lf-pNt Se•u o'Uodc. A botit two hundred pert0"' ut 

~:,;~ .. ~ t;.; :: ~:;:;, i;-,:ie~f who111 we1"$ JOll"K nieo 

Shorllfafler l;ighlo'Clock,thltal>letbeiogdear.d,1he 
hu1ine11ofthe~1ingoo111-.ictdby1i"J'11.gtbetwu 

~11:.o~~~i.·o':;..·0~~.:~c..t:s,::,."1 1i.. uw ........ 

~7i.;?.~~-'.::u~. 
Solld-.t.n .. i.. .... :l. •. 
Aflettkatliit.Jol'••ll.&llbe 

~w""i1~,,:~·!.; rne...i, 
Thearay.Joyooball-eread.• 

Mr. Branchlhen~::agedi11.1•rayer,an.r whlchtheCbair
mann1M,nduid,thatlet1e"had beonNCei•ed from the 
Hon. u d lte•. If. M. \ ' lllien. RerL J oh11. Cun1ming, 
J amct Shermaa, Hugh llui'heo, J ohn Smith, and Mr. 

::~:~n<'t,0.~J·or:k~;;~~!11:;~;f!tio1n1~r"~~ ""~;~~·! 

~r.!~~t:~~n~1f~: .. ~i~7~r.~r,~~ 
ooaduded ht re-om.mending lhe Cooo>111iuee to take into 

d~:~:i.,.:::" .. :!I". b."'f!:J!'::i h~g:;to,:;f;~i."'hioh he 
-~ flb~\~'.;;;ur.~~'L~; .:·~ ~ .. 7.~..".'.-and 

~F5~o:~~~~~~ 
::=::i::c:!.~~of°i':ac"!li:.~ "1 cblo -1atiaa, 





HRST REPORT 
@fl" TN'I 

~--B Jrlin'• C!lrittii• \1.--iUiH, 

In r"-nting their 11.rrt lhport,the('om1nitteeoftbe 
"Y(lung)ltn,.(!bri1li• n A....clation,"an:anaiout tu1ar 
hefon:tbi1rnee1ins:ufnll,and atllw!A1M t i1Mucundoe 
•n11eeoun1 .. p.,..ibl•,ofillntr.b1i1bmn11,oh,iec1t,and 

.,;~u::~1~1r~:;:~7 .. ~:·~:: ~":;~:iot':.e u;~~{~ :f. 
1t ...... finl11Mtnli<lnedinconnr1ationU>ame1r1herofthc 
Coa1111.itW,who, aclingupon the 1uggut1on, 1poke of it 
«i..,meof tbe plou17oung,,..11.withyhnin~Yqac
<Jnainted. A meeting .... the result of ti.- conrer
•tion" it ..,.1held al 12,St. l'ou\'1Chutthyard,<>n J uoe 
6th, l&u. 'l'b-whoconipottdthalmeetingforined 
them11elYe. intoaCom.,,ittee; rules wen: adopted, oflicen 
tlected, and the Sot:~ty datN l\t iiqtitution froio that 
n-ting. 

1'he objectconltmplated ln the formation oftbi1 Auo
~;a1ion waa "thelntroduuion of n:ligiou1 oen iut into 
tlie ht>n- of bu1i-ln the111ttropoli1.·• Servicuhad 
bttn eotal>li1hed in Iha houMI lo •hich t he C.:.11>mittee 
to.longed, •nd lhemool bendw:ial -ultahad follo..-ed. 



IO 

£noourag.J.by1hep;ut fai1hfoln ... 1ndf11tu1"promi.co 
o((Jod,the}du.,nuiued tuu .. 1heirf.,.h\etfforti tonrd• 
the ""'" rneral aduptio11. C>f Heh .. r•iut. 
Tocarryout1btcirdetig1',theC'ou1u1iti.ee~l•tdte> 

oen.Jprintedciru\an,briellyuplaioins: thenatul'8and 
-0bjec11 of the AMOtiUion 10 all tb'*' Chri1tiu young 
1nen•hOM111Wlffeouldbeobtained,C(.lnnlll'ted"'iththe 
eou.bliahimnll of !be mt1ropoli1:-10 e11gage a >00111,in 
•t.iehn-lingsthouldbe hddfor the pll•p<.l'eofriring 
onon informalion mpec\iag the AM<>Clatioo than the cir· 
culuc&ntain~,and IOpro•okeoneanothertoloreand 
togoodwurk1;10•·hichn>«tin{f7oungn1¢nfu<1urably 
di1J>O*dto ... n111beAowciatio11ahouldbein•ited. 

'l'baemttlingtMMln h«iwtonumerou1l111tended,a11d. 
•erermde~of a•••7intere1fo1g•odpfflfllableeb.lrae
t.r,bythe..,portt.oftheme111ber1from thenrio1,11hou9e11, 
It i...,....,. 1>CUMary, tben:fo,.,, 10 look for, and en~o,ge, a 
larger room, in whicll, >lfWr Ttrycon1ide,.,ble difficuhr, 
the Committtt suocttdtd, and the(ortnightlymeeti~gsof 
membu1 arenowheld atthl1botel. At our last P1celing 
wehado>otleathanoenntyp.._nt. 

ltwudttmedneceuarybythtConimittee, Ui•tcatdsof 
-rubersllipohouldboprepared,andthatperaons onl1who 
gueuidenuor achangeofheclrt ond me 1hould be 
admittedulnl'n:bers.. 

lluleo werethereforefrarued,r..quiringth.tttathcandi
d•te for membuship 1llould he propowd to the Comrnitltt, 
who wen: to in•atigate bis cba~ter, and litaHs for ni.em
li.enhip, in 1ny way •·hkh to thfm should 1prear bell; 
and that they should not b" b.mnd to dect any I"''*"" 
becauH ht b.ad betu propvted,un](U tbeywcre perfectly 
utislitdwithtbe.-nlloftbeiri•n1tig11i.,,:i. 

1'hu1 the. g rstett powiblc caution bu beeo uen:illtd by 
tM Cumruitlff in lheir 11tlection of memben. 'l'hey con
oidH lhi1 of p1ramount importance, 1nd they would ruher 
1tt a few n~oun H m: wbers,-aud th'* the name. of ... n 

• 



willi11gtobe~iQtbQtin oeuo11,a11<\011tofoeuo11,inthc 

work of tho LoTil,"- tb•n behold aloni and numero111 li1t 
of the. who are without the power, while 1M1 hue Iha 
fonn,ofgodline11,1nJwbowouldbelika111-111dead 
nirh11 to relaTII the prognuofl.M A-iation. ,/ 

We want u -~ti.--..nd thote onlr-wbo,while 
ther bear tbe - or Cbrill, 11.ue allo hi• •ind .,, .. 
1pirit. Alu:ander the o.._i, when be beoord that thue 
w1111110111i11hi.tarni1wh•bo,.bi1-,--hutwho• .. 
a eow1rd,-ealll!d upon him tither to di.-n °"name, or 
to 1bowhiJUMlfwortb1ol it by deeds ofnlowr: "Fur;· 
uiJ the hero. "an Aluandtr MYer •lea." The Corti• 
mlltooehupeilwill ...,1befo.n•thattbeyhaYean1in 
their l'llllk• who bur hilt n-, but 1"hO are .,....•rd• in lli1 
c.oouoe. l f1bereohouldbe1urllaMUa111tmber ofthi• 
AllOCiatin, we rall •pun him tltbrr to proYe bin*!lf 
•""hrbi1Kl.,aMM...,.,ortoditoe-adle-of 
Clniltl 

A1fund1would be llttdtd for .,..,.,ingout the object. 
of the Anoeietion,e rule•• adop~ requiring each 
meru])l'r t.o 1u!Meribe oi1pn.ce quartetlr towanb llM: gene· 
n l fund. Aodhe1'tthe('o111111itteebeg l•"l.o remark, 
tbatthoughthi1willbei111utlcieattodefra11beeul'TI!11t 
Hfl<:'"'"•J•lilh•beeneolllidt~eddAhletoplllll! .. 
lnw 1 tum u a quarn:rly 111keriptio!I In oniel' that the 
world m1ftM>t ... gard thi1 H •me.re money~ttlng IOCidf, 
and they then:forepn:fer rtlyi11go• ~•po111lneou1 
libel'lllity of tH-ben ud friends, ntbu than pl- I 
larger tumuaqu1.rn:rl.¥•11btl'riptio11. <.. 

'J'be ot•~i«il which "The Younc &len·1 Chriuio.n Auo
ti11ioa " i1 es1ablitbed l.oproinok,areebie9.7J>f•1er1ned.• 
i11ra,ud,,.befeyeritl1pno:1icable,biblecl-. 'J'he 
fonomitw.n:com""'llll lhlt piOlll JOO"llflll<!D, retiding ia 
thedilfen:utho111e1,lhouldesbb\il.btbeaiinthrirbedor 
uthu room1,whichc.nbeob1aioeclfurthatpurpote;1nd 
tl11t tbe UP(OllYUted.,11<1ng !~111 •hould beinrited to 



attend°""" .. nic:a. Wl~n!•er It 11 pnw:ticable, Ibey 
l'ftom11>enJ..,gu1 .. r...i17woNhip;•IMlll••1•n .. uioo1 
that 1.,ploye .. 1bouhl he """'• anfl"aini.d wit• tbi1 i•1• 
,.,V.•t -•-t,in (ln,let'tbttbe1maygi•eco11nt.. 
D&"""a11d-.._.-t1el.lieell'ortiiofthftt 7ouug 
.... ia lhi1grflltaaol«OIMJH-. 

IJatil -.11111, U.e yMlljf ...,. "Capd i• Ibo pe .. nib 
11fbHi-•1re1et1ll1•gleeltd! T hoywereltet.led• 
1bo11 (1,'•dtn:ii<i of M nd ; • tb...gb formlld.011!7tolabour 
andl'l.rp,a11dtot1...,aM Lobou• ;IOthat lbey•o•lol 
ualygof....,.tbei r bMoto ths0011•W.anJ froonthe 
cuuter IO their kilo, without• •O..nt for ll'lealal or 
1piri i.alulton,1""widwMitdilp<*li011,or eou1t n!nglh, 
for lbe perfo•-oOI or i•OM do•otional uertilM .-bicb 
(;brittiHityNjuino!{•) Bui , bappily for Ill, abrigll.lu 
dily lw daw...:l 1 'be ~,000 yMag _. eagapl in die 
dn.ll""Y,•Dd 1bie.30,000em,10~;,, the•1riou1olller 
1 .. da of the 111drup<11io, are being "'f"r.kd 11111 ;.,. 
Jl"'rtln l 1'4'rtion oftocicty-are looke4 11pon • 1..on.l 
age.oi.--.iP1rnortallleing.l'l'i11teforme11t&l 111J1pi
ri tMllimpro.._111Wi11Jgi«•tbao,aaol the-ing 
of tllil er.,.;ag r.,.; .... 111 11uwor, • nd l powerfol 111-

1wer,-if, ;......,,, aay 1111-er ,.,,,. needeol,-to the objec
t io11 wbkb bal beefl oo freq ... ntl1urgtid, 1bat ii time w.,.. 
g; .. ., to yM•g ...,., tll.cy WOtl ld ,. .. it improperly. AH 
ltitaloo111..,~tba~tbe11r111tot i• ...... ihletolho 
oblip1ioa1...,.wbiclit•e11Hlaidto.,.018 1i..ti• 
th111plaoeol111i.trdiloJl'llldle tbe11er•iotofGod,11dll1t 
ad•·nttme11tofrhrioOki•gdool. 

Tbe1-w\tb.-bid1the" \'uu11gM•n'1Chriltlan 
.A_,-iatJn ~ """bt.e. uo••eol, it - t1M:oun.gi.,,-. In 
opi largielio""•·•be-i....,am"rMilljl"aenitt,~ltdutledby• 
miaitter, and al wlPcli all mut be p.-nt, lb•N io a 



pra)·trmtttin;on•mt,awlal>ibl•daii on •nothtrnigbt 
11fthew•d:,l><>th11fwhi<bi...,well•llf'11d<d. 'l'hep.,.yu 
meeting wu Kl on fool by thtte nr four pio11• young men, 
•od hu been etta!.lil hed ab<rnl two yn..._11ie bible clUI 
alMwtaynr•nd•halr. 

Oelili'htful ruultl hue Mlowed, 111d it i• hoped that 
notl~tluml6penon1hare,thro11gb1bei!llllr11mtnt.ality 

or tbeK 1trvitta, b«• to11a.dlf cointrted to Ood. 1'be.., 
I• • miuionary MIOO:i1,1io11 (<mlllll;ted with the hoine, in 
wbich1l><>u!fifl1pow•rh•..,n.ited. 

Another hou!l8 into which• P"'1'' mee.tiPJ hu b«n 
introducti<l on one evening• woek, the benellU b&re btt11 
11111111 appa..,nt, and OoJ'1 bl-ill( i1 abullda.ndy mani
frsted. Onepertonbu joiued1loeCburth.,•nd • notller i1 
earnettly11ttking.alutio11! 

lnan11therb11111ewhe..,fort7puoon1anemployed,• 
member wrilel :-"We "joiu. to ur we bare ...,. altar 
rai!W'd lo Gudwithin ourw11U1. Atfi .. 1, two of u1 """' 
onceawttk,(or the purpooe, lint, 1hatwe 11Ji(hl upe
ricncea dttptr'1'0rkofholine11in011r ownsoul1,and 
1ttondly,tb.lwe might p1ea.dwitbtlM: Lord for IA. ul
ution of our fcllow-i11&11ll. Wt inn with a good. 
dealofridiculeandoppo1ition,hwtUU.dldnotda.u111 
I''·~ l111~ad of two, thl! 1111111ber who now attend I~ 

me.ting in thi1 ho111e i1 elere11. "O...,, ram happy t.o 
ay,hu11eppedinto' lhelibertyof1he•hil~nof(lod; 
and i1 11ow • 111embtr of th~ R.i;•. J. Sber1111,n·1 cburob, 
AnoUier ii tar-tlr '~Icing ulu1ion." Our protpe.:11 
an bright, the Spirit of God ia atrl•ingwith l(ltlle,aqd 
weeon6dent11upco;ttba1, l111nawert.oourprayer1,GoJ 
willble11:u1." 

In another hou1e,1fr~ndwrita:.,...."Web~eapray(r 
meetingonuawttk,t.owbiehwein•i'-nuncmenwbo 
are ncit pio11t; 1t'u1\ ttgular\7111.end. and appear tu 
feellnten11tedi11\be.111«ting. Web•en11t1een1nr 
deddftl fruil rt1ultill(fromour intt!J11cutoconr~r1ion; 



but that w~ •hall do oo ~•entu ally I 1\uubt not. h"k~ol, 

l 11111 eertainWe •hll,ifwe~unntrcioingfaithinOo.r1 

pro1ni11u,and keeping in viewhi1glory:· 
Prom om of the larg"lt ho11- in the mctrupoli•. th~ 

Committee hue re«!iYied the moot cheering "'porto 
"Some fewweckt oince," 011r friendtwrite, "we hireJ 1 

ro<>mnurour hum1e,1rhett10mehalfdooenof111niet tu 

huwourk-.1uthe'God1nd•'1tho:rufourLon.IJeou1 
('hri•t.' Gudhainevufail.dtomeelwitb1ndhL...,.u•. 
We prayforcachother, th.at we may he 1t"'ngthuoeoJ by 
the •Spirit't might," and th.at we maythineu light1 in 
tbe,..orld. Wearebecum.moreunited tueadaotber,1nd 
welovetheSAriourmu..,fenently. Ob.11Ju.ttiapp7b.ou .. 
a.., thooe,•hen,h<lvingbold1u:11 th rou1hthebloodnf 
Chri1t, ... en1otu intothe holypl-,aadftclth1t'A10u\ 
incon•CrM•ithherOod, ii heo•en." Our numher1 att 
increuing,a11dt•ohuejoi11edthe"""lve1totbepeople 
ofOod,andatt"""king '"'demption througbtheblood of 
Chriu;• oereralothen ore beco1ninz enquittn. We Ure 
cumu1enced raioing a miMionary food, that we"'"·' not 
11><ttly1..,•F1y1hroad,thoun•ightygotptl,'huttht•e 
mayrh>10mething lo ""'d tbeWurd of Life to the poor 
peri1hiog he.tlu:n. Ou r room for prayer in the houlHl 
will 1000 he llnithed, and our pl"Olp«ll ._..,bright and 
~heerlng." 

From apother honoe our friend! ~port:-" A morning 
prayer meeting WN, 'll"ith thn conaent of our employer, 
lint eiitabti1hed about four mnnlb.o ago. The attendanCl', 
at llnt,TN very encouraging, but a1 ""°" ,.. tbeinorn
inga hecamecold, it •N onlr•ithr~•t peraeveraa~and 
penuuionthat three or four wen induudloaltend. It 
.,.,.. thettfo.., deemed adriuble to chanli' lhe time from 
the morning to the enniag,whidi plaa'll"N adopted on 
Mondaylaat. Betteraltenda.nce h"' been the..,.ult,111d 
under the Divine bleuing, we tru1t tbat PlkD)"10ttl11nayhe 
henditedandbrougbttoCloll."' 



Manyotber .. f'(ltlo of tbo u.menatu,.migbt bogi .. n, 
butitwi\Louftiteifweaddoneo:>tb.r. "Ap••yerrneet
ing,'' writ"' a 111<wbor lroUl anot~or boiue, "w"" firot 
'*tablillted ltere bf a 1ouog man, who huing been •••
kened a11• brougbt to {fod, be<ame a1uiou1fo r1bo 10L•a
tion of hit fellow-men. lie <Utermined on eetting •par1 
one nigh& fo tlte•·..,k for public prayer and reading the 
S.:rlptu,.., lnthilheencountel'fld g .... topJl""'ltion from 
tho uneon•erWI 1membora of !he lwiae; 11erertlteleat ~e 
pen .. effii,and(lodbl-d hi1efl'orto abn1'dantly;three 
penono we,. •onverted to Clod, one of whom becaoie a 
l<>talpreacller,andtlteotbertwoeontinuecon11an11n.,n
beraoftheCh11n:hof('hri1t. Mon7otlteraha•eenqui..d 
tUirwayto Zion,hutforwanlof raolutioo,ha•eturned 
back. Anopportunilypr<Hntedi~lfto p•o)IOMfr.mily 
wo,.hlp, whkh ...... readily auented to, and hat now been 
continuedfor10111elime." 

1'heCommitlffconnot IJ.utf..,1 gTfftlyen•ouracedhy 
oucbabundan11uttt11,andtheybeli"'ethititbutlhe 
pledgeoffutu,.anduten1ireueefulneu. 

The,. .,. at J'l"*DI connioted with the AMociation, 
about eerenty enrolled m<111bera; .. Hriout ee,.m ""' 
•tabliahedinfourt.e..nho..-,intottnofwbicbtlteywe,. 
introdu...t lbl'<)ugh the in11rumenlalily of tbi1 Aaocia
tion. There are ai.o l•o di1tr~ll in•hieb young men 
rrom dif!'e..,ot hoUMO meet togelhcr for uRited prayer. 
The Committee would conelude tbeir Report hy calling 
upon each indi•idual meu1b.r of thi1 meeting to uti1t 
th""' in their imporlanl work. 1'hey wa.r>t your a<lirc 
ar>d ualout c0-operatior1-your couneel-,but abo'<e all, 
yourprayen! 1'heyconf1Mntlyup«l tbefulll.Lmentof 
thepromieeconllinedinthei r motto,anda,.eontinually 
waiti..g ill occomplithmenl. "He wbo goeth rortb and 
w .. peth, blaring predout teed, 1ha!l ou"'lJ murn•ith 

. t:l'joicing,brinJill(hiltbearet•ithhim." 



adfy~:n~1':1~ntN~:.•i:~1~~if!; ~~d :.~~~~r~~ .. ':J. 
"""nglkeHg-J"lli<lnof)h. 0..ea,qtu Lh~ prupriet•• ur 
"'"PWrlq•m••i-rr(•). · 

h .... unaniniu111lr .--1•4!11-
1. ' l'brtllio AIOIOCi•lion .,.ploy• •;.lonn1. 
II ' l'ba111te ... ;..\1J1U1•yN11pl<1yt!<l by !h A""""l•tion 

~hi.II "6p.id by, and lie tt1hjoc:t to ti.. •untru11I of, 1bi1 
t'u1umilke. 

a. 'l'llat • m\Mionary fo.d he raill!ell.. M,.d thal ann.W 
or qu-.rterly t11bto-r~JUiD"" Hd dOflalio"' k tt1li.ci~ frum 
1J..,111cmbo:r1andfricn<l1forlh•tp11rpooe. 

'l'h~~ }.~~·.~!~:::~;,'rnl~~~D~i: ";"~ ic:~~~~ 
"'"! M11nderulitllcpee11niary reopon1ibilltyu poaib!c. 

::.~::}:~:E:~:r:~~~!:£·Z~E; 
~ant ~Ip, kc.; IO ~lallli.1.b ud ~"'ler q tflldcal u J>M-
11blc,d111rict ._j.uio11t; to fonn, bycommunkating with 

~":: c:.t:~11t"~~·t,: ~::~,~~~ .. :: ~f; 
1""'61terheuldrJ,iit......,tn•••lldd1i•); tn•ioilyouag 
uieg in 111-•• nd.10 make iu-11seiw-all1 KHfol r.moq 
the claH to whkh h'- dl'nrU will be dirutN, by pointing 
::::"',,.~~.~~ " Lamb of God •hich laktth any th• 1iui 11r 

~·=.~~~=~~~:~:rs_.;:.t~~~= 
t11cr~fore•ri-• 1e1 tbeir nw.mk" •"4 rr .. nd1, ~ a11i1t lli(ln 
i~ aocooda .... ~. 

(•) .... !. 
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