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© Item Description

Title
Robert R. McBurney, c. 1883

Description
A portrait photograph Robert Ross McBurney, c. 1883.

Historical Information

Under McBurney'’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building,
designed by McBurney, to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the
development of nine more facilities as well as a dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,”
incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was controversial.

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert
McBurney also served in senior leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his
biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”

Springfield College Subjects

Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)
Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--
Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian
Association of North Americalfield/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

People

1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and)

Keywords

Portraits (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Portraits/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and)

Creator
West Side Gallery (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/West Side Gallery/field/creato/mode/exact/conn/and)

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coli2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and)

Date Created
18837

File Name
SC18785

Extent
10x12.5cm

File Format
Image/jpg

File Type
Image (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Imagel/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and)

Master File Format
Imageltiff

Collection Title

Collection Folder Number
McBurney, Robert

Item Notes
The handwritten caption on the verso of the photoboard reads"Robert McBurney 1883".
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Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided
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A School For Christian Workers to be Established in Springfield The Student Union; Springfield College Archives and
- The Student Union (1884), Nov. 26, 1884 Special Collections

Editor. (Nov. 26, 1884). A [YMCA] School For Christian Workers to be Established in Springfield. The Student
Union. Reproduced for educational purposes only. Fair Use relied upon.

Source: https://springfieldcollege.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/id/8251/rec/3

TRANSCRIPT
THE SPRINGFIELD UNION Nov. 26, 1884
A VERY IMPORTANT MOVEMENT.
A SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS TO BE ESTABLOSHED IN SPRINGFIELD.
INSTRUCTION TO BE GIVEN IN PRACTICAL CHURCH AND MISSION WORK.
THE PLANS AND PURPOSES OF THE SCHOOL OUTLINED — THE COURSE OF STUDY, THE ORGANIZATION, ETC.

A meeting was held last evening at the house of Rev. D.A. Reed to organize a school for Christian workers. Rev.
Dr. S.G. Buckingham was chosen as chairman. Most of the gathering present had had the matter explained to
them and had signed the paper necessary to form a legal corporation. Mr. Reed said be had found by
experience and investigation a great need of trained workers, especially in these three departments: As
secretaries for Young Men’s Christian associations, as superintendents of Sunday schools, and as helpers for
pastors in mission work and in the general work of the church. One reason why ministers in our cities break
down, to-day, is because of the details requiring time, and the anxiety over the Sunday school work and the
work for young people. AlImost all of this work and anxiety could be taken from the pastor and the strength
and efficiency of the church be greatly increased, through the agency of a young man earnest, enthusiastic,
consecrated to Christ and trained for this purpose. Some churches already pay men to devote their whole time
to this work and every large church can afford to do this, because the Sunday school would be more
prosperous, the young people would be bound more strongly to the church, young converts could be better
developed into active Christian workers, and be set and kept at work, and thus the financial ability of the
church be increased far more than the salary of the trained superintendent or helper, not to speak of the great
spiritual advantage to the church.

The object of this school, then, is to train men to be secretaries of Young Men’s Christian associations,
superintendents of Sunday schools, helpers to pastors in mission work and the general work of the church.
Bible colporteurs [someone employed by a religious society to distribute bibles and other religious tracts] and
readers. The school is in no way to interfere with the work of theological seminaries[,] opening a door to a
short cut to the reg[ular] ministry. Who are the men and where are they to be found? Experience and
testimony have shown that there are many young men in the large towns and cities who have unusual ability
to do the work proposed, and who want to dedicate themselves to Christian work, byt who do not know how
to begin or where to go. The college course and regular ministry seem closed to them from financial reasons
or because of age. These men are known to pastors and secretaries of Young Men’s Christian associations as
faithful, efficient works, so far as their time permits, and it is hoped that when the existence of this school is
known man of them will be encouraged to give all their time to Christian work and enter this school for special
training. The course of study will included Bible history: systematic study of the great fundamental truths
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common to all evangelical denominations as sin, redemption, faith justification, the divinity of Christ, the Holy
Spirit, prayer, etc.; comparing Scripture with Scripture, study of the biographies of the Bible; practice in
unfolding Scripture in the prayer meeting and leading Sunday school teachers’ meetings; methods of dealing
with inquirers; the history of Christianity; showing the difficulties met; the guidance and blessing of God in the
progress of the Gospel; the lives of the most noted men of God and the characteristics of their work; the kind
of teaching and life which God has honored most in advancing his cause; the history and literature of the
Young Men’s Christian associations; the history and literature of the Sunday school; practice in all branches of
lay work; instruction in vocal music and gymnastics. The time will be two years and the school year will be
from September to June. The school is to be strictly undenominational in its character and no views peculiar to
any denomination will be taught. The young men will all be members of churches when they enter and will be
expected to go into the churches of their respective denominations in the city and help in church work.

The organization will be a legal corporation with president, vice president, secretary and treasurer, a board of
trustees and an executive committee. The teachers for the first year are as follows: Rev. Theron H. Hawkes,
Rev. S.I. Merrell, Rev. L.L. Potter, Rev. T.W. Bishop, Rev. D.A. Reed, Rev. Orville Reed. Rev. Dr. Pentecost of
Brooklyn and Mr. S. M. Sayford of Newton have agreed to come and give a course of Bible readings and
practical talks. It is also expected that Mr. Dwight L. Moody of Northfield will visit the school and make one or
two addresses during the year. The following is a list of the gentlemen interested and the officers chosen last
night for the first year: Rev. Dr. S.G. Buckingham, Rev. T.W. Bishop, Homer Merriam, Charles H. Barrows, Dr.
T.L. Chapman, H.P. Stone, J.H. Appleton, E. Potter Dyer, S.F. Chester, Noyes W. Fisk, George W. Tapley, H.C.
Rowley, T.L. Haynes, George A. Eills, T.H. Stock, Henry S. Lee, Horace Smith, Hery S. Lee, Horace Smith, Charles
March, C.H. Southworth, Rev. Lester L. Potter, E.C. Rogers, L.C. Smith, Edward Ingersoll, H.M. Brewster,
Charles E. Brown. The officer for one year are as follows: President, Rev. D.A. Reed of this city; vice president,
R.R. McBurney of New York; secretary, Rev. S.L. Merrell of this city; treasurer, Henry S. Lee of this city;
trustees, D.L. Moody of Northfield, George W. Tupley of this city, R.S. Morse of New York, H.H. Moore of
Boston, E.C. Rogers of this city, Russell Sturges, Jr., of Boston, Charles H. Barrows of this city, C.H. Southworth
of this city, Charles Marsh of this city, W.F. Lee of New York, S.F. Chester of this city, Rev. Dr. E.A. Red of New
York, Noyes W. Fisk, H.P. Stone and H.M. Brewster of this city, and the officers, ex-officio.

The school will open the first Monday in January, 1885, and the reading room and parlor of the Armory Hill
Young Men’s Christian association wil be used as recitation rooms. The lot on the corner of State and Sherman
streets has been secured and plans are being drawn for a suitable building to be erected in the early spring.
Any one desirous of entering the school shoulc apply for information to the secretary, S. [Samuel] L. Merrill,
144 Buckingham street, Springfield, Mass. Any one desirous of aiding the work by contributions will please
send the money to Henry S. Lee, treasurer of the Springfield Institution for Savings.
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speak of the great spiritual advantage to
the church.
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vocal music and gymnastics. The time will

be two years and the school year

will be from Septeml>er to June.

The school is to be strictly undenominational in its character and no views peculiar to any denomination will be
taught.

The young" men will all be members at

churches when they enter and will be expected to go into the churches of their respective denominations in the city
and help
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© Object Description

Title
A School For Christian Workers to be Established in Springfield - The Student Union (1884)

Description

This article from The Springfield Union, published on November 26, 1884, is about the intentions and purpose of the
School for Christian Workers, now Springfield College. The School for Christian Workers was founded in 1885 at
Winchester Square in Springfield, Massachusetts, by Rev. David Allen Reed. The building was located on the corner
of State Street and Sherman Street. The purpose of the facility was to train young men for the duties of the general
secretaries of the Young Men's Christian Associations (YMCA), gymnasium instructors, and superintendents of
Sunday Schools and pastors’ helpers. The course of study offered by the school spanned two years, and covered
classes in Bible history, Bible truth, the evidences of Christianity, the history of Christianity, Christian missions,
Christian ethics, the history, literature, and methods of the Young Men's Christian Associations, the Sunday School,
etc. The School for Christian Workers was incorporated on January 28, 1885 and it opened on September 8, 1885.
The total cost of the building was $43,485.09.
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Title
Robert R. McBurney YMCA Life Member Certificate, 1876

Description

A certificate of Life Membership to the YMCA of New York City given to Robert Ross McBurney. The certificate is dated June 8, 1876 and is signed by W.E. Dodge Jr.,
President and E.A. Bennett. Under McBurney'’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own
building, designed by McBurney, to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of
nine more facilities as well as a dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s
mission when the idea was controversial.

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney'’s influence on the YMCA
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”

Springfield College Subjects

Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)
Young_Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North
Americalfield/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

People

1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and)

Keywords

Creator
The Major and Knapp Eng. Mfg & Lith. Co (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/The Major and Knapp Eng. Mfg & Lith.
Colffield/creato/mode/exact/conn/and)

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and)

Date Created
1876-06-08

Language
en-US

File Name
SC15089

Extent
34.75x 33 cm

File Format
Text/jpg

File Type
Text (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Text/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and)

Master File Format
Text/tiff

Date Digital Object Created
2011-07-05

Collection Title
Trustee Records (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Trustee Records/field/relatiimode/exact/conn/and)

Collection Folder Number
McBurney, Robert

Item Notes
The certificate has some damage along the right edge and is encased in mylar with board backing. In addition, the scanned image cuts off some of the original document.

Virtual Exhibit Identifier

IMLS-YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and)
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Title
McBurney's Tower Room, c. 1876

Description

A photograph of the "tower" room McBurney used in the the old 23rd St YMCA building in New York City, c. 1876. When Robert McBurney arrived in the United States
from Ireland in 1854, he took a room at a YMCA and eight years later, he became the only employed staff person of the New York City YMCA. He was responsible for
taking care of the library and programs in the few rented rooms that made up the association.

Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building, designed by McBurney,
to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of nine more facilities as well as a
dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was
controversial.

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.” In 1991, McBurney was inducted in the YMCA Hall of Fame.

Springfield College Subjects

Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)
Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coli2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North
Americalfield/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)
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People
McBurney, Robert Ross, 1837-1898 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/McBurney%2C Robert Ross%2C 1837-
1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and)

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and)

Date Created
18767

File Name
SC18838

File Format
Image/jpg

File Type
Image (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Image/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and)

Master File Format
Imageltiff

Date Digital Object Created
2011-07-14

Collection Title

Collection Folder Number
McBurney, Robert

Item Notes
The photograph is mounted on 29.5 x 24.5 cm. cardboard which is damaged in the upper right corner.

Virtual Exhibit Identifier
IMLS-YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and)

Rights

Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety
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Title
Robert R. McBurney
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Description
A lantern slide of a photograph of Robert Ross McBurney. A duplicate photograph exists - http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/reficollection/p15370coll2/id/4203
(http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15370coll2/id/4203)

Historical Information

Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building, designed by McBurney,
to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of nine more facilities as well as a
dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was
controversial.

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”

Springfield College Subjects

Young_ Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North
Americalfield/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and),

Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

People

1898/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and)

Keywords

Mustaches (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Mustaches/field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and)
_(/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm//field/keywor/mode/exact/conn/and)

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and)

Date Created
1883-1898?

File Name
LS-02-21

File Format
Imagel/jpg

File Type
Image (/digital/collection/p15370coli2/search/searchterm/Image/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and)

Master File Format
Imagel/tiff

Date Digital Object Created
2003-03-24

Collection Title
Lantern Slide Collection (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Lantern Slide Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and)

Collection Box Number
02

Collection Iltem Number
21

Collection Status

Item Notes
Lantern slide is cracked and the upper left corner is broken off.

Virtual Exhibit Identifier

YMCA-HOF (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA-HOF/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and)

Rights

Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety
rights. The publishing, exhibiting, or broadcasting party assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of United States copyright law.
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Title
Robert R. McBurney

Description
A portrait photograph Robert Ross McBurney.
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Historical Information

Under McBurney’s leadership, the association grew and moved several times into larger quarters. In 1870, the YMCA moved into its own building, designed by McBurney,
to accommodate the specific membership and program needs of the Y. Over the next seven years, McBurney oversaw the development of nine more facilities as well as a
dramatic increase in membership. He was an outspoken advocate of the “fourfold purpose,” incorporating physical activity as part of the Y’s mission when the idea was
controversial.

He developed the “Metropolitan Association” model of a semi-autonomous branch network with one central administrative authority. Robert McBurney also served in senior
leadership roles for the International Committee, the precursor of today’s YMCA of the USA. One of his biographers wrote that McBurney’s influence on the YMCA
movement was “profound, exceeding that of any other man.”
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Creator
Fred Stark Co. (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Fred Stark Co./field/creato/mode/exact/conn/and),

Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and)

Date Created
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File Name
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Extent
13x16in.

File Format
Imagel/jpg

File Type
Image (/digital/collection/p15370coli2/search/searchterm/Image/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and)

Master File Format
Imagel/tiff

Date Digital Object Created
2002-04-05

Collection Title

Collection Folder Number
McBurney, Robert

Item Notes
Portrait appeared in the February 1899 issue of Men (Vol. XXV, No. 2, page 80) in the article "Robert R. McBurney: The History of a Strong Life".
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IMLS-YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/IMLS-YMCA/field/virtua/mode/exact/conn/and)
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from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety
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© Transcript

4 D To Oliver C. Morse Esq. Sec YMCA Training School Springfield, Mass. Dear Sir, | am in receipt of your kind favor informing me that | have been

unanimously elected as a Corporator of your Training School and | desire to acknowledge the honor that has thus been conferred upon me. | regret however that as |
reside on this side of the Atlantic and having regard also to the pressures & multiplicity of my present engagements and the number of existing responsibilities, | must deny
myself the pleasure of of accepting the distinguished position to which | am so generously invited to fill. With repeated acknowledgements of appreciation & very beast
wishes for a growing blessing upon the School in all its interests, | remain yours truly, George Williams
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© ltem Description

Title
Sir George Williams Letter, 1890

Description

A letter from YMCA founder, George Williams to Oliver C. Morse, Corresponding Secretary of the YMCA Training School (now Springfield College) dated September 8,
1890. In his letter, Williams acknowledges that while he is very grateful to have been unanimously elected as a Trustee of the School, he will have to decline the offer
because of his distance from the school as well as his existing commitments and responsibilities.

Historical Information

The YMCA was founded by Sir George Williams in 1844 as a response to the poor living conditions young men in London, England were exposed to at that time. Williams
sought to provide a place where young men could partake in healthy activities for the mind, body and spirit because at the time the options available to young men included
taverns and brothels. The YMCA movement quickly spread across England, Scotland and Ireland and in 1851 extended to North America. Williams maintained a lifelong
affiliation with the association and in 1894, the fiftieth anniversary of the YMCA's founding, was knighted by Queen Victoria. Sir George died in 1905 and was buried in St.
Paul's Cathedral. He is commemorated with a stained glass window in London's Westminster Abbey.

Springfield College Subjects

International Young Men's Christian Association Training School (Springfield, Mass.)_(/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/International Young
Men's Christian Association Training School (Springfield%2C Mass.)/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

Springfield College--Trustees (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Trustees/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

Young_ Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North
Americalfield/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and),

Springdfield College--Faculty (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College--Faculty/field/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)

People

Williams, George,_Sir, 1821-1905 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Williams%2C George%2C Sir%2C 1821-
1905/field/people/mode/exact/conn/and)

Companies & Organizations
YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA/field/compan/mode/exact/conn/and)
_(/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm//field/compan/mode/exact/conn/and)

Keywords

Creator
Williams, George, Sir, 1821-1905 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Williams%2C George%2C Sir%2C 1821-
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Publisher
Springfield College (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Springfield College/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and)

Date Created
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Language
en-GB

File Name
williams-george-letter-trustees-1890-09-08

File Format
Text/jpg

File Type
Text (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Text/field/type/mode/exact/conn/and)

Master File Format
Text/tiff

Date Digital Object Created
2011-08-11

Collection Title
Trustee Records (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Trustee Records/field/relatimode/exact/conn/and)

Collection Box Number
Trustee Materials

Collection Folder Number
Miscellaneous correspondance with Corporation Members and Board of Trustees
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© Object Description

Title
YMCA First Annual Report (1844)

Description

This is the First Annual Report of the YMCA, which was created in 1844. The document begins by sharing the members of the YMCA committee before listing the twelve
major rules associated with the committee before transitioning into an introduction that explains the committee's interest in employing a missionary. After the introduction
ends, there are seven pages which represent the actual First Report of the Young Men's Christian Association. The first report begins by describing how the association
was actually created before shifting the rules and requirements of entering the association. The end of the report talks about the early success of the association, talking
about some of the prayers the association has already committed together. The last page of the document is the appendix, which focuses exclusively on the plan of the
committee to hire a missionary and some of the requirements of the person who is hired.

Historical Information

Sir George Williams founded the YMCA in 1844 at the age of twenty-two in response to the moral conditions he found upon moving to London, England during the
Industrial Revolution. He found the conditions to be incompatible with his evangelical outlook as the only recreational outlets for young men at the time were taverns and
brothels. Williams sought to create a place where men could partake in healthy activities for the mind, body and spirit and thus the idea for the Young Men's Christian
Association was born. The YMCA movement quickly spread across England, Scotland and Ireland and in 1851 extended to North America. Williams maintained a lifelong
affiliation with the association and in 1894, the fiftieth anniversary of the YMCA's founding, was knighted by Queen Victoria. Sir George died in 1905 and was buried in St.
Paul's Cathedral. He is commemorated with a stained glass window in London's Westminster Abbey.
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Young Men's Christian Association of North America (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Young Men's Christian Association of North
Americalfield/subjec/mode/exact/conn/and)
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People
Williams, George, _Sir, 1821-1905 (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Williams%2C George%2C Sir%2C 1821-
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Companies & Organizations
YMCA (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/YMCA/field/.compan/mode/exact/conn/and)

Geographic Locations
London (England)_(/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/London (England)/field/geogra/mode/exact/conn/and)

Keywords

Vauxhall/field/publis/mode/exact/conn/and)

Date Created
1844

Language
en-US

File Name
ymca-first-report-1844-bv-1065-16-a-1844-73

Extent
17 pages
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File Format
Text/jpg

File Type

Master File Format
Text/tiff

Date Digital Object Created
2019-11-06

Source
Is part of the bound volume of the "YMCA London Report, 1944-1973"

Collection Title

Collection Information
https://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Rare%20Books %20Collection/field/relatiimode/exact/conn/and
(https://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Rare%20Books%20Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and)

Collection Iltem Number
bv-1065-16-a-1844-73

Collection Status
Processed (/digital/collection/p15370coll2/search/searchterm/Processed/field/collef/mode/exact/conn/and)

Item Notes
This document is in the bound volume of the "YMCA London Report, 1944-1973" contained in the rare book collection of the Springfield College Archives and Special
Collections.

Rights

Text and images are owned, held, or licensed by Springfield College and are available for personal, non-commercial, and educational use, provided that ownership is
properly cited. A credit line is required and should read: Courtesy of Springfield College, Archives and Special Collections. Any commercial use without written permission
from Springfield College is strictly prohibited. Other individuals or entities other than, and in addition to, Springfield College may also own copyrights and other propriety
rights. The publishing, exhibiting, or broadcasting party assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of United States copyright law.
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RBULES, &s.

L. That this society be called “The Young Men's
Christian Association.’

2 That the nbject of this Association be the improve-
ment of the spiritual condition of Young Men engaged in
the Drapery and other trades, by the introduction of rel
gious services among them,

8. That the ffirs of the Asociation bs i he Kands of
 Committee of management, comprising & President, Vice
President, a Treasurer, two_ Secretari
mittee Men, with power to add o thei
form a quoram.

number ; seven to

That the Committee meet once a month (or oftener
if reqmred) for the dispatch of general business.

hat two social Tea Meetings be held in the year,
(m time of wuch mectings to be It £ the discretion of
the Committee) at which a report of the Society’s pro-
ceedings shall be read.

6. That a general meeting be held once a fortnight,
for oflenspif oatved) Toe 1 parpose o Mok ng report
rom members of the progress of the work of G
yarious etablishments, and for such ol purpotes 38
Committe shall see fit to determine; and that all meetings
shall be open for members, and those friends whom they
may consider proper persons to bring, and to-those who
shall receive invitations from the committee.

7. Mhat the Chafrman of all goneral mostngs be pro-
‘posed by the Committee and elected by a majority of the
mmbm, and that all meetings shall begin and end with
praye
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8. That no person shall be considered eligible to become
a member of this Association unless & member of a
Christian church, or there be sufficient evidence of his being.
converted chas

9. That all persons desirous of becoming members shall
be proposed a1 a -general meeing, wnd & deputation be
appointed. to enquire into “heir moral character, upon
report the committee shall decide whether they be

Sigible or mot.

_10. That the power of electing members be vested solely

in the Comnittee, who shall nut b bound to elect iny
person becuuss b been propoued,unles hey are per-
fectly satisfied with e venui o their deputation.

1L That each person be expected on becomsing & member
to pay the sum of sixpence, and to contribute sixpence,
quarterly, towards the general fund.

12. That each member be furvished. with a card, signed
by the Secretaries in proof of membership.
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AT Mesting of m mmben ot o e Youne
, was held at Radley’s Hotel
nnd;e St Bt on Eriday. Nov. 5. 164, ai
‘half-past ﬁ"m o'Clock. About two hundred persons sat
down to tea, the greater part of whom were. young. men
pbhly [
Shnﬂ]y after Eight n‘(,lock, the tables being cleared, the
of the meeting commenced by singing the two
pipmo P ke b thechaima,
Mr. w"ﬁ Oweh, of Greut Coram 1
4T religion that can give,
s ire while we live,
g must st
Solid comfort when :”3
After death mjou lhl“ be
Lasting
Do thelliing God uy frend,
Then my joys shall never end.”
Mr. Branch thencugagedin prage, afe which the Claie
man rose, and said, that letter been received from lhe
Hon. and Rev. H. M. Vll]lzrl, Revs. John Cummis
James Sherman, Hugh Hughes, John Smith, and
Josiah Conder, expressive of their rogret at nof being able
o itnd, and of el cordal appraaton of W Suiety’
roceedings ; he then called Io Secn tary to read the
rt, which will be found annexed. Mr. Owen then
addressed the ‘meeting in a very Interesting speech, snd
y recommending the Committee to take into
consideration the e missionary, which he
doubted . ol be Buvdans) giny boselol
e first roolution, proposed by Mr. Branch, and
seconded by ‘hn Rﬂ' William Al".hur, was as follows
i That i meetng egarls with the veglcied
i oy = """‘*&. n&'ﬁ“
establishments of ‘the llhl views with lively
e T o it e
Someris the iaproritent f at confiton.”
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The Second Resolution—

““That this meeting renden thanks to Almighty God for the
encouraging an ccess with which the ¢ Young Men's
Christian Associ lum i
joyfal anticipation to the ul
‘with other klndndmleda is calculated to impart.”
el s Rev. W. Fraser, and seconded by the
o i

Avm nmm 8 dns propossl iy M. € W St
5 s:mhp o My WD, e for
prime e Seewion T Tof iy e
conduct in the chmr' and to inisters and gentle-
e who lare kindly vouslies i Get? presénce and
suppor
The doxol s the sung, und (hs eneicticn o
nounced by Mr. Brauch, after which the meeting separated.
whole of the speeches were of a_deeply spiritual
character, nd it 18 hoped that the gl o and alloved
spirit which pervaded Ut metin tly prrvade
Phiehioms of i AL NG 4u Thnt 12 ouch
e mrotd s Yo

-




FIRST REPORT
OF THE
Boung Men's Christian Association,
Presented Nov. 84k, 1844.

In presenting their first Report, the Committee of the
“Young Men's Christian Association,” are anxious to lay
hefore this meeting as full, and at the same time as coucise
an account as possible, of its establishment, objects, and
success.

“The design of forming such an Association originated
with our excellent friend who now occuples the chair (a).
1t was first mentioned in conversation to a member of the
Committee, who, acting upon the suggestion, spoke of it
to some of the plous young men with whom he was ac:
quainted. A meeting ws the result of these conver-
sations: it was held at 72, St. Paul's Churchyard, on June
6th, 1844, Those who composed that meeting formed
themselves into a Committee; rules were adopted, officers
elected, and the Society dates its institution from that
meeting.

*

"Th'ohjieh osteaplated th tis Yorsation”or e

ciation was “the introduction of religious services into
the ouses of business in the metropolis." Services had
been established in the houses to which the Committee
belonged, and the most beneficial results had followed.

m Street, who was ali the founder
o T (o e oy i 1 Bty Treasice 42
the Metropeitan Drapers’ Association.
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Encouraged by the past faithfulness and future promises
of God, they determined to use their fecble efforts towards
the more general adoption of such services.

To carry out their design, the Committee resolved to
send printed. irculars, briefly explaining the naturo and
objects of the Association to all those Christian young

whose names could be obtained, conuected with the
establishments of the metropolis:—to engage & room, in
which meetings should be held for the purpose of giving
‘more information respecting the Association than the cir-
cular contained, and to provoke one another to love and
t0 good works; to which meetings young men favourably
disposed towards the Association should be invited.

These meetings soon became numerously attended, and
were rendered of a very interesting and profitable charac-
ter, by the reports of the members from the various houses.
Tt became necessary, therefore, to look for, and engage, a
larger room, in which, after very considerable difficulty,

, the Committee succeeded, and the fortnightly meetings of
members are now held at this hotel. = At our last. meeting
we had not less than seyenty present.

1t was deemed necessary by the Committee, that, cards of
‘membership should be prepared, and that persons only who
gave evidence of a change of heart and life should be
admitted as members.

Rules were therefore framed, requiring that each candi-
date for membership should be proposed to the Committee,
who were to investigate his character, and fitness for mem-
bership, in any way which to them should appear best;
and that they should not be bound to_elect any person
because he had been proposed, unless they were perfectly,
satisfied with the result of their investigation.

‘Thus the greatest possible caution has been exercised by
the Committee in their selection of members. They con-
sider this of paramount importance, and they would rather
see a few names as members,—and those the names of men
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willing to be  instant in season; and ouit of season, in the
work of the Lord,"—than behold a long and numerous list
of those who are without the power, while they have the
form, of godliness, and who would be like so many dead
weights to retard the progress of the Association.

We want as members those—and those only—who, while
they bear the mame of Christ, have also his mind and
spirit. - Alexander the Great, when he heard that there
was @ man in his araiy who bore his name,—but who was
a coward,—called upon him either to disown the name, or
to'show himself worthy of it by deeds of valour: « For,"
said the hero, “an Alexander never flies.”  The Com-
mittee hope it will not be found that they have any. in
their ranks who bear his name, but who are cowards in his
cause. If there should be such a man-a member of this
Association, we eall upon him either to prove himself
worthy his King and Master, or to disown the name of

As funds would be needed for carrying out the objects
of the Association, a rule was adopted requiring  each
‘member to subscribe sixpence quarterly towards the gene-
ral fund.  Aud here the Committee beg leave to. remark,
that though this will be insufficient to defray the current
expenses, yet it has been considered advisable to place so
low a sum as a quarterly subscription in order that the
world mayot regard this s a mere money-getting society,
and they therefore prefer relying on the spontaneous
liberality of the members and friends, rather than place a
larger sum as a quarterly subscription.

The services which The Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation” is established to promote, are chiefly prayer mect-
ings, and wherever it is practicable, bible classes. The
Committee recommend that pious young men, residing in
the different houses, should establish them in their bed or
other rooms, which ean be obtained for that purpose ; and
that the uncouverted among them should be invited to
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attend these services.  Wherever it is practicable, they
reconmend regular family worship; and they are anxious
that employers sliould be made acquainted with this im-
portant movement, in order that they may give counte-
nance and encouragement to the efforts of their young
mexi in this great and good eause.
> Until recently, the young-mén engaged in the pursuits
of business were totally neglected ! They were treated as
though devoid of mind; as though formed only to labour
and eleep, and to sleep and labour; so that they could
only go from their beds to the counter. and from the
counter to_their beds, without & moment for mental or
spiritual culture, and sithout disposition, o even strength,
for the. performance of those devotional exercises which
Christianity enjoins {(a) But, happily for us, a brighter
day has dawned. The 20,000 young men engaged in the
drapery, and the 30,000 employed in the various other
trades of the metropolis, are being regarded as an ini-
portant portion of society —are looked upon as moral
agents—s immortal beings! Lime for mental and spi-
ritual improvement is being given them, and. the mesting
of this. evening furnishes an answer, and & powerful an-
swer,if, indeed; any answer were needed,—to the objec-
tion which has been o frequently urged, that if time were
given to young men, they would use it improperly. - Aud
it s also an evidence that they are not iusensible to the
obligation under which:they. are laid 4o devote the time
thus placed at their disposnd to the service of God, and the
advancement of Christ’s kingdom.

The suceess’ with which the “Young Men's Christian
Association” hias been: crowned, is most encouraging. In
‘one large house, besides a morning service, conducted by a
‘minister, and at which all must be. present, there is a

(o) o th v Ty ot e, Hous Sy, i s il
s e Vm e R T




13

prayer meeting on one, and a hible class on_another night
of the week, both of which ire well attended. The prayer
meeting was set on foot by three or four pious young men,
and has been established about two years—the bible class
about a year and a half.

Delightful results have followed, and it is hoped that
not less than 16 persons have, through the instramentality
of these services, been soundly converted to God. There
is a missionary association connected with the house, in
which about fifty powads are raised.

Another Touse into which 4 prayer meeting has been
introduced on one evening a week, the benefits have been
most_apparent, and God’s_blessing is_abundantly mani-
fested.  One person has joined the Church, and another is
earnestly secking salvation!

ln lnolhn house )m forty persons are employed, &

ber writes :—* rejoice to say we have an altar
r-lul o O’dthﬁn our walls. At fint, two of us met
once a week, for the purpose, first, that we might expe-
rience a deeper work of holiness in our own souls, and
secondly, that we might plead with the Lord for the sal-
vation of our fellow-assistants, We met with a
deal of ridicule and opposition, but this did, not daunt
us.” Instead of two, the number who now attend the
meeting in this house is eleven. “One, I am happy to
say, has stepped into ¢ the liberty of the children of God,’
and is now a member of the Rev. J. Sherman's church,
Another js earnestly ‘seeking saly ! Our prospects
are bright, the Spirit of God is ing with some, and
confidently expect that, in answer to our prayers, God
will bless us.” S S

In another house, a friend writes:— We have a prayer

meefing once a week, to which we invite young men who

are not pious; several regularly attend, and appear to
Tl fnterested in_the meeting. We bave not seen sny
decided fruit resulting from our meeting as ta conversion;
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bul that we shall do so eventually T doubt not. Indeed,

T certain we shall, if we go on :xzn,mng faith in God's
promises, and keeping in view his glor,

From one of the largest houses in s metrapolis, the
Committee have received the most cheering reports.
“Some few weeks since," our friends write, we hired 1
room near our house, where some half dozen of us et to
bow our knees to the ‘God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ”  God has never failed to meet with and bless us.
We pray for each other, that we may be strengthened b
the * Spirit's might,’ and that we may shine as light
the world. We are become more united to each other, and
we Tove the Saviour more fervently. Oh what happy hours
are those, when, having boldness through the blood of
Christ, we enter into the holy places, and feel that ¢ A soul
in converse with her God, is heaven.” Our numbers are
increasing, aud two have joined themselves to the people
of God, and are secking * redemption through the blood of
Christ;" several others are becoming enquirers. We have
commenced raising a missionary fund, that we may not
merely say * Fly abroad, thou mighty gospel,” but that we
may do something to send the Word of Life to the poor
perishing heathen. Our room for prayer in the house
will soon be finished, and our prospects are bright and
cheering.”

From another house our friends report:—% A morning
prayer meeting was, with the consent of our employer,
first established about four months ago. The attendance,
at first, was very encouraging, but as soon as the morn-
ings became cold, it was only with great perseverance and
persuasion that three or four were induced to attend, It
was therefore deemed advisable to change the time from
the morning to the evening, which plan was adopted on
Monday last. ~Better attendance has been the result, and
under the Divine blesing, we trust that many souls may be
benefited and brought to God.”
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Many other reports of the same natare might be given,
but it will suffice if we add one other. A prayer meet-
ing,"” writes a wewber from another house, ““was first
established here by a young man, who having been awa-
kened and brought to God, became anxious for the salva-
tion of his fellow-men. He determined on setting apart
one night in_the week for public prayer and reading the
Scriptures. ~In this he encountered great opposition from
the unconverted members of the house; mevertheless he
persevered, and God blessed his efforts abundantly ; three
persons were couverted to God, one of whom becanie a
Tocal preacher, and che other two continue constant mem-
bers of the Church of Christ, Many others have enquired
their way to Zion, but for want of resolution, have turned
back. An opportunity presented itself to_propose family
‘worship, which was readily assented to, and has now been
continued for some time.”

The Committee cannot but feel greatly encouraged by
such abundant success, and they believe this is but the
pledge of future and extensive usefulness.

There are at preseat connected with the Association,
about seventy enrolled members;
established in fourteen houses, into ten of which they were
introduced through the instrumentality of this Associa-
tion. There are also two districts in which young men
from different houses meet together for united poagr
The Committee would conclude their Report by cal
upon each individual i g e ]
them in thr importit work: They vant your setive
and zealous co-operation—your counsel—but above
your prayers! They confidently expect the filtment of
the promise contained in their motto, and are continually
waiting its accomplishment. “He who goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall surely return with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.




APPENDIR,

& Special éumm.uu Meeting, held Nov. 14, and b
ldjoummml on Nov. ¥ the purpose of cons
tion mr Owen, 1s to the propriety of
employ g a m..nnmy (a).

It was unanimously resolved —

1. /That this Association employ a missionar,

2, Pl the miionary énployed by the Al
shall b paid by, and: be: subject o the eontroul of,
Committee,

. y fund be raised, and that annual
or quarterly subseriptions and donations be solicited from
the mewbers and friends for that purpose.
4. Thatall subscriptions to this fund be paid in advance.
(T i consdered necesary, in arder. that the Comitec
iy be under as Tittle pecuniary responsibility as possible.
S of the miswionary will b o sct s auistant
wécretary; to atfend all general weetings of the Asoci-
tio in wnanmug services in houses where they
rané elp, &c.; to atablish and renes s eficient as pos-

pmm zunni men n the T Lowha Soa oo of Mg
é‘i may sometimes be mcissary
i b shauld s vt Pty cities): to visit young
2nen in linew, gt ks il generally waefl s
el L e LB by pointing
‘them to_the “ Lamb of God whieh taketh awhy the sins of
the world.”
Tt rurecdully subited that not e than £130
Pt s will Yo R e
mecessary expenses of mittee
herstoremppoa Lo s Sy e
in 50 good 4 cau

(@ e 7.

Subscriptions and Doniations towazds the Missionary
Tund willhe reotivel by BwBeerviaion/TH, Wi Muta
Church Ye
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