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Thomas Thistlewood, an eighteenth-century Jamaican planter, noted in his

diary two incidents of homosexual assault. For one of them he recorded a report

of a Mr. Watt committing sodomy with his negroe waiting boy. In slavery, there

are many accounts of rape and sexual abuse by slaveholders towards their

slaves. Many slaves tried to fight back and resist the sexual abuse. However, that

didn’t always result in a good outcome. While it is known that many enslaved

women were sexually abused, it is important to highlight that male slaves were

also sexually abused by slaveholders.

The sexual violation of male slaves has been unexplored for several reasons. One

reason is that male victims of rape, obviously, didn’t produce evidence of their
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assault in the form of children. Another is that there are so few accounts of male

slaves that were sexually abused that it makes it hard to write about and bring

light onto the situation. We don’t know or have enough information on male

victims and our education has been more focused on the sexual abuse of

women. Throughout history, there has been much acknowledgement of the

enslaved women who experienced sexual abuse. However, the same cannot be

said for the enslaved males who also experienced horrific sexual abuse under

American slavery. It is believed that the rape of enslaved men has also gone

unacknowledged because of the current historical tendency to define rape along

gendered lines, making both victims and perpetrators reluctant to discuss male

rape.          

Thistlewood mentioned that the homosexual act occurred between an enslaver

and his enslaved boy who was a close personal servant of his. A question that

poses is, is it possible that the sexual abuse occurred because the boy was in

close proximity to his enslaver? Foster helps answer this question by stating

that “this type of abuse follows a broader pattern that suggests the closer

proximity to whites, the more likely the sexual abuse was to occur”.

Gendered perceptions of rape, lack of information, and lack of education have

caused us to leave out an important part of history and conform to the white

slave owner’s belief that black men were the sexual predators, not the victims.

Without recognizing this, we fail to recognize the truth, that sexual assault

occurred to both enslaved women and enslaved men.
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