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Plum Books hide SES 
employees in a blizzard of 
bad math and contradictory, 
nonsensical categories 

Then, besides hiding their identities from We 

The People, they say their SES benefits and 

privileges are not accountable to the 

President of the United States.1 See footnote 

below on “independent regulatory 

commission.”2 

By Anonymous Patriots 

 

Apr. 04, 2018—Kudos to the American Intelligence Media reader who noticed that the 
tables in the Plum Books use a confusing array of notations for “Type of Appointment.”  

                                                           
1
 S. Prt. 114-26. (Dec. 01, 2016). Plum Book, Policy and Supporting Positions. Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs. U.S. Senate, 114th Congress, 2d Session, PDF p. 228.  GPO. 

2
 Shockingly, the phrase “independent regulatory commission” is undefined in the Plum Books. Generally, when lawyers 

loosely define a term, it is intentional so that in the future it can mean whatever their buddies want it to mean. This phrase 
is only used here— in their claim that these positions are not accountable to the President. “Independent” is undefined. 
The related concept of “impartiality” is used in this same section to imply that SES positions “ensure impartiality.”  

 
Therefore, this could apply to all SES positions, if they want it to mean that (which they obviously do—it appears that they 
punish SES alums that become whistleblowers, like Dinesh D’Souza, SES 1988).  See H. Prt. 100-NN. (Nov. 09, 1988). Dinesh 
D’Souza, Plum Book, Policy and Supporting Positions. Committee on Post Office and Civil Service House of Representatives, 
100th Congress, 2d Session. Y 4.G 74/7 :P 75/6/988. GPO.  
“Regulatory” can mean anything since government agencies are all regulatory in function. “Commission” is not defined 
either, and if broadly defined, encompasses the activities of all agencies in their overall missions. 

https://americans4innovation.blogspot.com/2018/03/obama-hired-them-trump-cannot-fire-them.html#ses-plum-books-1996-2016
https://www.fbcoverup.com/docs/library/2016-12-01-S-Prt-114-26-Plum-Book-Policy-and-Supporting-Positions-Committee-on-Homeland-Security-and-Governmental-Affairs-US-Senate-114th-Congress-2d-Session-GPO-Dec-01-2016.pdf#page=228
https://www.fbcoverup.com/docs/library/1988-11-09-H-Prt-100-NN-Plum-Book-Policy-and-Supporting-Positions-Committee-on-Post-Office-and-Civil-Service-House-of-Representatives-100th-Congress-2d-Session-Y4G74-7-P-75-6-988-GPO-Nov-09-1988.pdf#page-20
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This person noticed that in the 1984 Plum Book J.B. Sessions III (Jefferson “Jeff” 
Beauregard Sessions III, PDF p. 134) had a “PAS” designation, while others in the chart, 
their superiors, had “SES” designations.  

On the surface, it would appear that the PAS “Type of Appointment” is different than 
SES. In fact, just above Sessions’ name is the following list of DOJ directors who ran the 
U.S. Attorneys’ office—all designated SES. 

To make the disclosure even more convoluted, the summary in Appendix No. 2 about 
SES positions states:3 

However, investigators actually counted the records in the 1984 Plum Book (see Table below). It 
discloses approximately 9,872 positions in its 137 pages. If we use that number instead of the 8,000 number, 
that would mean that only 1,872 of those positions are not SES positions. 

Still more discombobulated is the fact that there are, in fact, approximately 1,264 “PAS” positions and 3,728 
“SES” positions in the 1984 Plum Book.  So which is it? 8,000 SES positions or 3,728 SES? The Book says both! 

3
 S. Prt. 98-286. (Nov. 22, 1984). Plum Book, Policy and Supporting Positions. Committee on Governmental Affairs. U.S. Senate, 98th 

Congress, 2d Session. Y 4.G 74/7:P 75/6/984, PDF p. 84. GPO. 

https://www.fbcoverup.com/docs/library/1984-11-22-S-Prt-98-286-Plum-Book-Policy-and-Supporting-Positions-Committee-on-Governmental-Affair-US-Senate-98th-Congress-2d-Session-GPO-Nov-22-1984.pdf#page=134
https://www.fbcoverup.com/docs/library/1984-11-22-S-Prt-98-286-Plum-Book-Policy-and-Supporting-Positions-Committee-on-Governmental-Affair-US-Senate-98th-Congress-2d-Session-GPO-Nov-22-1984.pdf#page=267
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A reader can only conclude that most of the other designations, like PAS, PA, PL, NEA, A, B, C, GS, GG, GM, NE, 
p.d., p.h., W.c.,(I) and WG are surreptitiously SES. 

This conclusion is reinforced by looking at what changes were made in the Types of Appointments between the 
1988 and 1992 Plum Books. 

In 1992, the SES “Type of Appointment” was removed completely. SES became a “Pay Plan” accompanied by a 
hopelessly vague explanation: 

Original Text: 

"Note that several categories of positions can be filled by more than one type of 

appointment e.g., SES positions listed in this publication may be filled by using 

career, noncareer, limited emergency or limited term appointment authorities." 

Commentary with Text: 

"Note that several [open-ended] categories of positions can be filled by more than 

one type of appointment [open-ended], e.g., SES positions listed in this 

publication may be filled [open-ended] by using career, noncareer, limited 

emergency or limited term appointment authorities." 

This one paragraph permits the SES positions to be hidden. Following this change, only some of the names were 

designated as an SES (or ES) pay grade, while the total number of disclosures, in aggregate, matched the total 

number of SES positions disclosed. The entire disclosure is nonsensical bureaucratic jibberish . See Table below. 

In other words, any type of Plum Book appointment can be SES, the SES pay 

plan can be added to any type of appointment, the totals disclosed roughly 

match the total number of SES appointments summarized in Appendix No. 2 

in the back of each Plum Book. 
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Plum Book Analysis: 

Year 
Pages 

total 

Pages with 
position 

tables 

SES 
positions 
allocated 

Positions 
per page 

Positions 
disclosed 

Non-SES 
reported 

1980 178 137 8,590 39.33 5,388 (3,202) 

1984 280 251 8,000 39.33 9,872 1,872  

1988 248 218 8,000 39.33 8,574 574  

1992 216 205 8,800 39.33 8,063 (737) 

1996 495 450 7,876 24 10,800 2,924  

2000 349 330 7,815 28.5 9,405 1,590  

2004 234 212 7,815 39.33 8,338 523  

2008 217 195 8,328 39.33 7,669 (659) 

2012 220 194 8,328 39.33 7,630 (698) 

2016 236 211 9,936 39.33 8,299 (1,637) 

Cumulative Total: 83,488 
 

84,038 550  
 

      

       

Conclusion: 

This analysis shows that the positions disclosed in the 10 Plum Books from 1980-2016 

are essentially all SES. 

If this is not the correct interpretation, then it is the government’s responsibility to 

explain the SES in clear terms, rather than forcing citizens to consume almost 100 hours 

of creative time just to try and figure out what the government SES reports are saying, 

and not saying.  
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Appendix: 

Summary of the Legends from the Plum Books 

1980 
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1984 
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1988 
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1992 
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1996 
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2000 
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2004 
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2008 
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2012 
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2016 
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Download Plum Books (1980-2016) and Related Research 

 

https://americans4innovation.blogspot.com/2018/03/obama-hired-them-trump-cannot-fire-them.html#ses-

plum-books-1996-2016  

 

Notices: This document may contain opinion. As with all opinion, it should not be relied upon without 

independent verification. Think for yourself. Fair Use is relied upon for all content. For educational purposes 

only. No claims are made to the properties of third parties. All documents from the Federal Register and 

Government Printing Office designated as “Authenticated U.S. Government Information. GPO” are presumed to 

be judicially-recognizable public records. 

https://americans4innovation.blogspot.com/2018/03/obama-hired-them-trump-cannot-fire-them.html#ses-plum-books-1996-2016
https://americans4innovation.blogspot.com/2018/03/obama-hired-them-trump-cannot-fire-them.html#ses-plum-books-1996-2016
https://americans4innovation.blogspot.com/2018/03/obama-hired-them-trump-cannot-fire-them.html

