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The CIA-backed data and intelligence firm Palantir doesn’t work with political campaigns, but its CEO 

would “make an exception” for Hillary Clinton, according to an email from billionaire media magnate 

Haim Saban released by Wikileaks today. 
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Saban, who is the chairman of Univision, Gizmodo’s parent company, wrote to Clinton campaign chief 

John Podesta in July of 2015, suggesting that Podesta reach out to Palantir CEO Alex Karp for potential 

help. 

Are you familiar with Dr Alex Karp of Palantir? 

They’re the real deal in identifying various groups of people and Alex is an eccentric genius. The various 

security and intelligence agencies use their services. 

He was asked multiple times to work with various campaigns, but in a conversation I had with him 

yesterday, he stated that he would make only ONE exception: HRC. 

Your call but worth checking it out. 

Podesta replied less than four hours later: 

Know him pretty well. Agree and will reach out. Thanks. 
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Palantir is a $20 billion secretive data analytics startup co-founded by Silicon Valley 

venture capitalist Peter Thiel, who funded lawsuits that bankrupted Gizmodo’s former 

parent company, Gawker Media. Thiel is also a vocal Trump supporter; he spoke on 

Trump’s behalf at the Republican National Convention, recently pledged to donate 

$1.25 million to Trump’s campaign; and defended Trump at a press conference earlier 

this week. 

 
Peter Thiel Goes All-In For Donald Trump 

At a speech at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. this 

morning, Silicon Valley billionaire …Read more 

 

Saban is an outspoken Hillary supporter who has reportedly contributed $10 million to 

Clinton’s super PAC. His suggestion that Clinton hire a shadowy company co-founded by 

one of Trump’s most notorious backers—and the notion that Thiel’s business partner is 

eager for that company to help Clinton get elected—is rather bizarre given the opposing 

viewpoints of the players involved. 

Representatives for Palantir, Karp, Podesta, Saban, and the Clinton Campaign did not 

immediately respond to requests for comment. Karp has a history of political donations 

to both Republicans and Democrats. 

According to a search of Federal Election Commission documents, it doesn’t appear that 

Clinton’s campaign has disbursed any funds to Palantir Technologies, though the 

company could have worked on behalf of Clinton-aligned super PACs or other entities, 

or worked through a campaign consultant. 

Palantir, which received initial funding from In-Q-Tel, the Central Intelligence Agency’s 

investment arm, specializes in building tools that can mine and analyze massive 

amounts of data. The company is currently vying to build the U.S Army’s Distributed 
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Common Ground System, a multi-billion dollar project that helps organize and 

coordinate efforts across different military branches. The company has had contracts 

with Air Force, Marines, Navy, FBI, and Department of Homeland Security. 

Palantir already works with the Clinton Global Initiative to assist in “[revolutionizing] 

disaster response efforts.” 
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Return to search (/podestaemails/)

Delivery Status Notification
(Failure)

From:mailer‐daemon@googlemail.com 

To: john.podesta@gmail.com  

Date: 2015‐07‐09 23:49 

Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure) 

Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently: 

robbymook2015@gmail.com 

Technical details of permanent failure:  

Google tried to deliver your message, but it was rejected by the

server for the recipient domain gmail.com by gmail‐smtp‐

in.l.google.com. [2a00:1450:4010:c04::1a]. 

View email View source

Original: 00036871.eml (attached, click paper clip)
CITE: John Podesta. (Jul. 09, 2015). Re: A potential break through technology [Palantir - Peter 
Thiel] Email to John Podesta, Roby Mook, Hspeumpottsa Huma Abedin, Alex De Ocampo, 
Laura Hartigan, Teddy Goff. EmailID No. 45010. WikiLeaks.
https://wikileaks.org/podesta-emails/emailid/45010

https://wikileaks.org/podesta-emails/
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The error that the other server returned was: 

550‐5.1.1 The email account that you tried to reach does not exist.

Please try 

550‐5.1.1 double‐checking the recipient's email address for typos or 

550‐5.1.1 unnecessary spaces. Learn more at 

550 5.1.1 https://support.google.com/mail/answer/6596

g10si5529201lam.152 ‐ gsmtp 

‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐ 

DKIM‐Signature: v=1; a=rsa‐sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; 

d=gmail.com; s=20120113; 

h=mime‐version:in‐reply‐to:references:date:message‐id:subject:from:to 

:cc:content‐type; 

bh=LMXa7c2eNKxvY4PrcbVDYCrY8kI1NpfrYq0D1CP9cM0=; 

b=cGVf2qJhuzMfD3qsH8q9pABcHFE3ll1t/sw8jT3fNJ/XNXLhtWGrxEd44xFJKFQ79/ 

vmj6jJbrYz0hgbGNpvNFjJXa7ATvr6jOjQRmciLUeRYiO9ntr+jdG5BTRfhmSadWZx4q 

CVTbUycqmJWEHcNYquPjx9BMRqL2wgDyL9hdy7UKB/LMFjgI6aw3Bb3I+QtB8A6rzeG5 

cv7PeeQQnjDdysRPGIsJvKdMFStTpLggjvAPENSmM6zqIcHxGYjYvE8Mub2mciEVjMWm 

fHegQwknR/uLrPtWTCrouWCl/QeWly9f7WsZFYQzBpsmehCsI38I4Hh4QaEbXOcH7iUr 

St9w== 

MIME‐Version: 1.0 

X‐Received: by 10.152.238.39 with SMTP id

vh7mr17385591lac.71.1436492942410; 

Thu, 09 Jul 2015 18:49:02 ‐0700 (PDT) 

Received: by 10.25.200.195 with HTTP; Thu, 9 Jul 2015 18:49:02 ‐0700

(PDT) 

Received: by 10.25.200.195 with HTTP; Thu, 9 Jul 2015 18:49:02 ‐0700

(PDT) 

In‐Reply‐To: <b1632d78abc34144a7a870ecd6789a6d@scg‐mbx2.scg.corp> 

References: <b1632d78abc34144a7a870ecd6789a6d@scg‐mbx2.scg.corp>

Date: Thu, 9 Jul 2015 21:49:02 ‐0400 
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Message‐ID: <CAE6FiQ‐yHr28NEcO=aYu_vCVjyv2SJ‐

LV855Wd_Khq=qJkKjug@mail.gmail.com> 

Subject: Re: A potential break through technology. 

From: John Podesta <john.podesta@gmail.com> 

To: Haim Saban <kussa@saban.com> 

Cc: Teddy Goff <teddy@precisionstrategies.com>, Robby Mook

<robbymook2015@gmail.com>,  

"Hspeumpottsa (HRC) Abedin (ha16@hillaryclinton.com)"

<ha16@hillaryclinton.com>, Laura Hartigan <lhartigan@saban.com>, 

Alex De Ocampo <adeocampo@saban.com> 

Content‐Type: multipart/alternative;

boundary=001a1133b44e8e0b00051a7b9378 

Know him pretty well. Agree and will reach out. Thanks. 

On Jul 9, 2015 5:58 PM, "Haim Saban" <kussa@saban.com> wrote: 

> Are you familiar with Dr Alex Karp of Palantir? 

> 

> They’re the real deal in identifying various group of people and

Alex is 

> an eccentric genius.The various security and intelligence agencies

use 

> their services. 

> 

> He was asked multiple times to work with various campaigns,but in a 

> conversation I had with him yesterday,he stated that he would make

only ONE 

> exception: HRC. 

> 

> Your call but worth checking it out. 

> 
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Tor is an encrypted
anonymising
network that
makes it harder to
intercept internet
communications,
or see where
communications
are coming from or
going to.

(https://www.torproject.org/)

Tails is a live
operating system,
that you can start
on almost any
computer from a
DVD, USB stick, or
SD card. It aims at
preserving your
privacy and
anonymity.

(https://tails.boum.org/)

The Courage
Foundation is an
international
organisation that
supports those who
risk life or liberty to
make significant
contributions to the
historical record.

(https://www.couragefound.org/)

Bitcoin uses peer
topeer technology
to operate with no
central authority or
banks; managing
transactions and
the issuing of
bitcoins is carried
out collectively by
the network.

(https://www.bitcoin.org/)

 (https://www.facebook.com/wikileaks)    (https://twitter.com/wikileaks)

> Tx 

> 

Top
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Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently:

     robbymook2015@gmail.com

Technical details of permanent failure: 
Google tried to deliver your message, but it was rejected by the server for the recipient domain gmail.com by gmail-smtp-in.l.google.com. [2a00:1450:4010:c04::1a].

The error that the other server returned was:
550-5.1.1 The email account that you tried to reach does not exist. Please try
550-5.1.1 double-checking the recipient's email address for typos or
550-5.1.1 unnecessary spaces. Learn more at
550 5.1.1  https://support.google.com/mail/answer/6596 g10si5529201lam.152 - gsmtp


----- Original message -----

DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed;
        d=gmail.com; s=20120113;
        h=mime-version:in-reply-to:references:date:message-id:subject:from:to
         :cc:content-type;
        bh=LMXa7c2eNKxvY4PrcbVDYCrY8kI1NpfrYq0D1CP9cM0=;
        b=cGVf2qJhuzMfD3qsH8q9pABcHFE3ll1t/sw8jT3fNJ/XNXLhtWGrxEd44xFJKFQ79/
         vmj6jJbrYz0hgbGNpvNFjJXa7ATvr6jOjQRmciLUeRYiO9ntr+jdG5BTRfhmSadWZx4q
         CVTbUycqmJWEHcNYquPjx9BMRqL2wgDyL9hdy7UKB/LMFjgI6aw3Bb3I+QtB8A6rzeG5
         cv7PeeQQnjDdysRPGIsJvKdMFStTpLggjvAPENSmM6zqIcHxGYjYvE8Mub2mciEVjMWm
         fHegQwknR/uLrPtWTCrouWCl/QeWly9f7WsZFYQzBpsmehCsI38I4Hh4QaEbXOcH7iUr
         St9w==
MIME-Version: 1.0
X-Received: by 10.152.238.39 with SMTP id vh7mr17385591lac.71.1436492942410;
 Thu, 09 Jul 2015 18:49:02 -0700 (PDT)
Received: by 10.25.200.195 with HTTP; Thu, 9 Jul 2015 18:49:02 -0700 (PDT)
Received: by 10.25.200.195 with HTTP; Thu, 9 Jul 2015 18:49:02 -0700 (PDT)
In-Reply-To: <b1632d78abc34144a7a870ecd6789a6d@scg-mbx2.scg.corp>
References: <b1632d78abc34144a7a870ecd6789a6d@scg-mbx2.scg.corp>
Date: Thu, 9 Jul 2015 21:49:02 -0400
Message-ID: <CAE6FiQ-yHr28NEcO=aYu_vCVjyv2SJ-LV855Wd_Khq=qJkKjug@mail.gmail.com>
Subject: Re: A potential break through technology.
From: John Podesta <john.podesta@gmail.com>
To: Haim Saban <kussa@saban.com>
Cc: Teddy Goff <teddy@precisionstrategies.com>, Robby Mook <robbymook2015@gmail.com>, 
	"Hspeumpottsa (HRC) Abedin (ha16@hillaryclinton.com)" <ha16@hillaryclinton.com>, Laura Hartigan <lhartigan@saban.com>, 
	Alex De Ocampo <adeocampo@saban.com>
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary=001a1133b44e8e0b00051a7b9378

Know him pretty well.  Agree and will reach out.  Thanks.
On Jul 9, 2015 5:58 PM, "Haim Saban" <kussa@saban.com> wrote:

>  Are you familiar with Dr Alex  Karp of Palantir?
>
> They’re the real deal in identifying various group of people  and Alex is
> an eccentric genius.The various security and intelligence agencies use
> their services.
>
> He was asked multiple times to work with various campaigns,but in a
> conversation I had with him yesterday,he stated that he would make only ONE
> exception: HRC.
>
> Your call but worth checking it out.
>
> Tx
>



