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Stanford University President John Hennessy welcomes participants to the Summit on Cybersecurity and
Consumer Protection at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif., on Feb. 13, 2015. Thursday, Hennessy
announced he will step down from his post. File Photo by Terry Schmitt/UPI | License Photo
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STANFORD, Calif., June 12 (UPI) -- After more than 15 years at the helm of Stanford

University, President John L. Hennessy said he will step down to pursue research and teaching

opportunities.

Hennessy, 62, regarded as the driving force behind transforming Stanford into a prestigious

academic institution, said he will depart his post in summer 2016. Under Hennessy, Stanford

has eclipsed Harvard University as the most selective school in the country for the past two

years. The announcement Thursday at the university's Faculty Senate meeting came as a

surprise to most.

"The time has come to return to what brought me to Stanford – teaching and research.

Maintaining and improving this university is the work of many people, and I am deeply

appreciative of the dedication of so many colleagues to Stanford and its students," Hennessy

said to the Faculty Senate, where he received a standing ovation.

Hennessy joined Stanford's faculty in 1977 as an assistant professor of electrical engineering

and went on to lead the Computer Science Department and serve as dean of the School of

Engineering. He became president in 2000. He currently serves on the boards of Google and

Cisco Systems.

The school is credited for spawning more than 5,000 companies founded by graduates and

faculty, including Google, Yahoo! and LinkedIn. Stanford was the first university to collect

more than $1 billion in donations in a single year and is the fourth-richest U.S. university with

a $21.4 billion endowment.

A search committee will be named in the coming weeks to find a replacement.
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Fig. 7—On Feb. 17, 2011, President Obama toasted their deception of the American public and 

the world with 13 members of the IBM Eclipse Foundation NSA Spy State Cartel in Silicon 

Valley. Conspirators pictured are Barack Obama (U.S. President), Mark Zuckerberg (Facebook 

CEO), Steve Jobs (Apple CEO), Steve Westly (Westly Group Partner), John Doerr (Kleiner Perkins 

Partner), Ann Doerr (John Doerr Spouse), Eric Schmidt (Google CEO), Art Levinson (Genentech 

Chairman), John Chambers (Cisco CEO), Larry Ellison (Oracle CEO), Reed Hastings (Netflix CEO), 

John Hennessy (Stanford Univ. President), Carol Bartz (Yahoo CEO) and Dick Costolo (Twitter 

CEO) 

Click here for timeline of events.
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