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Connect with leaders from the companies in this story, in real life: Come to the fourth annual

VentureBeat Mobile Summit (http://venturebeat.com/events/mobilesummit2014/) April 14-15 in

Sausalito, Calif. Request an invitation (https://venturebeat2.wufoo.com/forms/mobile-summit-2014-

participation-request/).

Like many other tech companies, Twitter has decided to buy some of IBM’s patents rather

than go to court.

Just days before Twitter’s IPO last November, IBM claimed that Twitter was infringing

(http://venturebeat.com/2013/11/04/ibm-vs-twitter-ibm-says-twitter-infringes-its-patents/) on

three of its patents. And while it sounded like Twitter was gearing up to defend itself, IBM

announced (http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/43081.wss) today that the

social network has instead acquired more than 900 of its patents. The two companies have

also formed a patent cross-licensing agreement, which should mean the end of further

disputes.

IBM and Twitter didn’t reveal the terms of the deal, but it’s nothing new for IBM, which is

known for being extremely litigious. The former PC maker also makes a big business of selling

its IP: Two years ago, Google bought more than 1,000 IBM patents

(http://venturebeat.com/2011/07/29/google-ibm-patents/) to protect itself from litigation.

IBM is also clearly proud of its capability to nab patents at an astonishing pace. The company

was the top patent recipient in the U.S. last year, receiving 6,809 patents (http://www-

03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/42875.wss) covering things like its Watson artificial

intelligence and cloud-computing innovations. Samsung received 4,676 patents last year,

making it No. 2.

“This acquisition of patents from IBM and licensing agreement provides us with greater

intellectual property protection and gives us freedom of action to innovate on behalf of all

those who use our service,” Ben Lee, the legal Director for Twitter, said in a statement.

VentureBeat and marketing expert Dan Freeman are working on a Marketing Automation

buyers report (http://intel.venturebeat.com/surveys/MA-buyersurvey-DF.html). Help us out by
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answering the survey, and we'll share the resulting data with you.
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