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STATEMENT OF AMY BERMAN JACKSON, NOMINATED TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA 

Ms. JACKSON. Thank you, Senator. I would first like to thank you 
and the Committee for considering my nomination and for sched-
uling this hearing. I would like to thank President Obama for 
nominating me. It’s an extraordinary honor and I will certainly 
dedicated myself, if confirmed, to living up to the confidence he has 
placed in me. 

I would like to also thank Congresswoman Norton not only for 
recommending me to the President, but for establishing a commis-
sion and a process that enabled anyone to fill out an application 
and be considered. 

I would like to introduce to you family members who are here 
and mention some who can’t be here. It is very humbling to be in 
this room and realize that it was my grandparents who came here 
on a boat, all four of them, to this country, with nothing, to escape 
oppression. They valued education more than anything else and it 
is through their hard work and their dreams that I sit here today. 

They certainly paved the road for me and it—really carpeted, to 
tell you the truth—and it was their lifelong commitment to service 
and learning and family that has been instilled in me. 

My grandmother, Lena Sauber, who can’t be here, is represented 
by the necklace that I’m wearing. I may be your first nominee to 
ever introduce her jewelry. But I wear that to remember the 
woman who came here, learned the language, became a citizen, 
was a suffragette, raised three daughters, and ran a business, and 
I know that she is connected to me and watching here today. 

With me here today is my mother, Mildred Berman. She is here 
today and I would say she’s always been there. She was the wel-
coming presence every day when I came home from school to greet 
me and have the perfect snack and in her house, I grew up bliss-
fully unaware that there was anything that I couldn’t do when I 
grew up as long as I got off the phone and did my homework. 

I would like to introduce other members of my family who are 
here to support me. My cousin, Helen Schlossberg-Cohen, and my 
father’s sister, Rose Abelson. 

I’m also supported here today by my husband, Darryl Jackson. 
We met in the U.S. attorney’s office many years ago and we’ve al-
ways both been committed to returning to public service. He was 
able to do it when President Bush nominated him to an assistant 
secretary’s position, and I’m very thankful that he has agreed that 
it’s my turn, and that he has supported me every step of the way. 

I, unfortunately, am not joined today by my two handsome and 
brilliant sons, David and Matthew. They have recently been deliv-
ered to college and so they’re unable to be here. But I hope that 
they’re watching the Webcast and if not, I am sure it is because 
they are studying very hard. 

I have been blessed as a lawyer to have the good fortune to only 
work at places with people I loved and people I admired and re-
spected. My colleagues—many of my colleagues from Trout 
Cacheris are here. And it’s such a small firm, I think I can say that 
Trout Cacheris is here. 
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I am so honored by the fact that Plato Cacheris and my other 
partners have all come. But I would like to especially mention Bob 
Trout and John Richards, who gave me the gift of a lifetime when 
they asked me to join their small firm. And my partner and friend, 
Gloria Solomon, who was the first person I told that I planned to 
fill out the application for Congresswoman Norton and who did not 
laugh and who has been thrilled and supporting me every step of 
the way, along with so many of the women that I count among my 
close friends who are here today, Jennifer Levy, Ruth Kassinger, 
Maureen Asterbody (ph), Susan Morrow, Melanie Ferrara, and my 
many friends who I hope have been able to watch. 

To conclude, I really want to talk the most about the two people 
who can’t be here today; my late brother, Gordon Berman, and my 
father, Barnett Berman. I’ve always been touched by the line in the 
Memorial Prayer that says you honor your loves ones, your lost rel-
atives, by standing up and pursuing the ideals that they stood for. 

My brother stood for using your law degree to pursue justice. 
And my father was not a lawyer. He was a doctor, but he was one 
of those old-fashioned kind of physicians who believed that you 
treat the patient who has the disease and not the disease who has 
the patient. 

He wrote me a letter on my last day of law school and he said 
to me that it was expected that I would use my law degree and the 
gifts that he thought I had for something larger than just private 
concerns. He said, ‘‘Of you, more is expected.’’ 

I have that letter with me today. I know he is here with me 
today and I trust that he would say that this is what he had in 
mind. 

Thank you. 
Senator DURBIN. Thank you very much. 
Judge Shadid. 
[The biographical information follow.] 
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