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Vatican cleric to wed pregnant love

Bruce Johnston
in Rome

A ROMAN Catholic cleric
who ran the Pope's televi-
sion department until seven
months ago is leaving the
priesthood to marry his
pregnant lover.

Padre Ugo Moretto (45)
has been living with the
woman — identified only as
‘BB', a 35-year-old journalist
who has been separated
from her husband for a year

— in Milan since December.

“My friend is three
months’ pregnant,” he told
Corriere della Sera, Italy’s
largest circulation daily.

“We are not married but
are living together, and as
soon as we can we will
marry,” added the former
head of the Vatican's CTV,
which distributes broadcast
images of the Pope.

The pair’s romance began
when they worked together
on the Vatican service and

accompanied the Pope on
trips abroad to arrange tele-
vision coverage.

However, Padre Moretto
admitted: “My first crisis
was caused by the dilemma
of juggling the role of priest
and manager at the same
time. Then an emotional
matter began to weigh on
that crisis, which led me to
reflect on my vocation. In
the end 1 decided to change
my life.”

Padre Moretto resigned

Mullah Omar
in surrender
talks with
Afghan chiefs

Andrew Buncombe
in Washington

MORE than a dozen senior
Taliban figures - including
the former Supreme Leader
Mullah Mohammad Omar -
are negotiating terms for
their surrender, according
to Afghan officials.

Representatives of Gul
Agha Shirzai, the governor
of the southern Afghan city
of Kandahar, are said to be
in discussion with around
15 of the fugitive officials.

The negotiations may
have been spurred by the
recent surrender of former
Foreign Minister Mullah
Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil,
who gave himself up last
week and is currently being
questioned by the US.

Mr Agha's spokesman,
Khalid Pashtun, said the
surrender of the Taliban
“might take a week or two
or three or four”. He added:
“They are just talking with
us ... We haven't reached
that level yet. We are trying
to convince them that they
will be treated with dignity
and honour.”

Mr Pashtun refused to
identify the Taliban leaders
but said “it is possible”
some were cabinet minis-
ters. The Los Angeles Times
reported that Mullah Omar
- who has been on the run
since the fall of Kandahar
last December - could be
among those about to give
themselves up.

The former foreign minis-
ter, Mr Muttawakil, is the
most senior member of the
former regime currently in
custody. He is being ques-
tioned by the US authorities
at their base at Kandahar
airport, though his eventual

fate is far from certain.

The US believes that Mr
Muttawakil and other
senior former Taliban fig-
ures might have informa-
tion on the whereabouts of
Osama bin Laden, who,
despite massive efforts by
US and Afghan forces,
remains unaccounted for.

In a recent interview the
interim administration’s
interior minister, Younous
Qanooni, said he believed
both Mr bin Laden and Mr
Omar were still alive.

Mr Qanooni said Mr
Omar was living in the
southern Helmand prov-
ince, pi by his tribe,
and that Mr bin Laden was
in the Afghan-Pakistani bor-
der region. Pakistan has
sent troops to the border
and maintains there is no
evidence Mr bin Laden has
enlem‘l its territory.

Mr Qanooni claimed as
many as 50,000 Taliban
activists are still in Afghani-
stan, protected by various
tribes. “Most of them have
shaved their beards and
changed the shape of their
turbans,” he sait

At a security mntlnx at
his headquarters, Gov Shir-
zai said he was confident
that Mr Omar would not
remain at large much lon-
ger. He added: “Our efforts
[in] searching for Mullah
Omar are continuing, and
soon you will learn about
his  surrender, too.”

a Yemeni security official
said.

Security forces had
besieged the hideout of
Samir Ahmed Mohammad
al-Hada (25), to question
him about his links to the al
Qa'ida group.

“He threw a hand grenade

at the security forces, but it
exploded beside him,” an
official said.
He said Yemen had been
chasing Hada, who has
many aliases, because he
was  believed to have
received lmnmg “to carry
out terrorist an.s while liv-
ing in Afs

Yemen has hcen on alert
for possible attacks on US
interests on its territory
since Monday.

US President Bush tried
to calm international con-
cern about his intentions
towards Iraq yesterday, say-
ing that ht would consult
widely before acting.

Amid mounting criticism
that Washington was gear-
ing up to go it alone against
President Saddam Hussein,
said that he

with the world” to bring
pressure agalns! rogue
states loping weapons
of mass destruction. But he
said that America reserved
the right to confront
Saddam if he failed to aban-
don his quest for chemical
and nuclear capabilities.
His comments were less

(© News Ser-
vice)

Meanwhile a Yemeni man
suspected of belonging to
Osama bin Laden’s al Qa'ida
network blew himself up by
accident yesterday while
trying to escape security
forces in the capital Sanaa,

an
ings delivered by Colin Pow-
ell, the Secretary of State, in
recent days.

Gen Powell has said that
Washington is reviewing
options for toppling
Saddam. (© The Times,
London)
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PIERS Morgan, editor of
“The Mirror’, accused model
| Naomi Campbell yesterday
of an offensive attempt to
| taint his newspaper with
| racism.

| At the High Court Iu-anng
into the model’s privacy
| case, Mr Morgan clashed
| repeatedly with her QC,

reference to her in an arti-
cle by Mirror columnist Sue

“chocolate soldier”.

| Andrew Caldecott, over a

Carroll as being like a

The newspaper says this
referred to Ms Campbell’s

| role as a campaigner for the
| anti-fur group Peta, People
| for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals, from which, it
| alleges, she was sacked after
| wearing mink at a Milan
| fashion show. Ms Campbell
says she left voluntarily.

| David Usborne

in New York

| IF two male passengers
| aboard an American Air-
lines flight from London to
New York last Friday
thought they were being
| discreet each time they
| darted into a single toilet
| together they were much
mistaken. Soon everyone
was taking notice - includ-
ing the US military.

In this instance, flight
attendants told the pilots

LIFE'S TOO SHORT

from CTV last July after
four years in charge and is
now Iookmg for work.

August 1 w|l| be a
!nher. he said. “A name for
the child? It's too early to
say. At the moment we
don't even know if it will be
a girl or a boy.

“1 will absolutely have to
find a way of earning a sal-
ary. 1 hope that someone
can give me helping hand.”

He said he told Padua’s
Bishop Antonio Mattiazzo

A model wears a jet black c

Hilary Alexander

PRESIDENT George
Bush's daughter Barbara
and the editor of Ameri-
can Vogue, Anna Wintour,
were among the luminar-
ies in the front-row.

Zac Posen, the preco-
cious new “star” of Ameri-

Ms Campbell was not in
court for the third day of
her action. She is claiming
damages for breach of con-
fidence and invasion of pri-
vacy after the newspaper
published a photograph of
her leaving a Narcotics
Anonymous meeting in
London last year.

‘The Mirror' claims that
“chocolate soldier” means
someone who is ineffective.
But Ms Campbell (31), said
she was upset by the
phrase, which she took to
be a racist slur.

Mr Morgan said: “I find
her attempt to bring the
race card into this case
quite disgusting. There is
not a racist connotation in
the phrase ‘chocolate sol-
dier’ and there never has
beel

n.
“She has used it to con-
jure the image of ‘The Mir-

they were concerned about
the men after they had been
spied slipping into a single
lavatory together not once
but on five different occa-
sions. It was then that the
frisky British pair - proud
newcomers, it later turned
out, to the Mile High Club -
drew altogether nnic seri:
ous attention.

The pilot discussed the
men with supcrvisors on
the ground and the US Air
Force overheard the conver-
sation. Twu F-16 fighter jets

From €21,579°
"Delvery and related charges not inchuded

NOT TO

of his final decision §t me
end of last year, as]

be released from his p| esuy
vows, which includd celi-
bacy. He is now techiically
suspended from his fninis-

"Il hasn't been to
abandon my habit," adre
Moretto conceded. “I| have
suffered and it has n a
long ordeal.”

The Vatican has notfcom-
mented on the mpjtter.
(©Daily Telegraph, Loadon)

can fashion, has exploded
on to the New York Fash-
ion Week scene with the
kind of hype you would
expect from a seasoned
veteran. But Posen is 21.
A dropout, last summer,

from London's prestigious
Central St Martin's
School, Posen has

| Milk white editor bites back
‘over ‘chocolate soldier slur’

ror’ as a racist newspaper.
We have been at the fore-
front of working with, for
example, the parents of Ste-
phen Lawrence and Dami-
lola Taylor, in combating
racism in this country.”

Mr Caldecott: “If you are
talking to a black lady in
2002 who you happen to
think is not a good cam-
paigner of some cause, you,
the sensitive Mr Morgan of
“The Mirror’, would you call
her a chocolate soldier to
her face?”

Mr Morgan replied: “Why
shouldn't I? Are you saying
that the term chocolate is
racist?"

In his closing speech,
Desmond Browne for The
Mirror, said Ms Campbell
had lied on a “grandiose
scale” before and during the
case. The case continues.
(© The Times, London)

trigger US fighter jet alert

were instantly scrambled to
escort the airliner for the
remainder of the flight.
When the plane touched
down at JFK, the men were
happily asleep. When con-
fronted by the authorities,
evealed they had been

e two men escaped
criminal charges but were
turned around and put on a
plane that returned them to
London. («© Independent
ice)

Rudolph Glulnm.

honoured at palace

designed clothes for
Naomi Campbell and Jade
Jagger.

The 32-piece collection
for autumn/winter
focused on a powerful sil-
houette and hour-glass
bias-cutting in clothes
that had a maturity bely-
ing Posen’s youth.

Arise, Sir Rudi as
ex-mayor honoured

BRITAIN'S Queen Elizabeth
bestowed an honorary
knighthood on former
York Mayor Rudolph Giuli-
ani ycs(erday, praising his
pivotal role in bolstering his
devastated city after the
September 11 attacks.
Giuliani received the hon-
our at a ceremony at Buck-
ingham Palace, where the
queen talked to him about
the awful times he had
endured after the attacks

which destroyed the World

ntre.

Asked if New Yorkers
would now refer to him as
“Sir Rudi” he joked: “There
are some places in Manhat-
tan where they might call
me that. But not in Brook-
Iyn. In Brooklyn,” he added,
in a Brooklyn accent,
“they'd say 'Hey, knock that
off or well knock it off for
a'." (© Daily Telegraph,

ndon)

repe georgette cocktail dress with a ruched bodice and cobweb godets at Badgley
Mischka’s autumn fashion show in New York. Right, a presentation from the DKNY collection.

Precocious Zac’s the talk of the catwalk

: IN BRIEF

Outlaw Waylon
1| diesaged64

WAYLON Jennings, who
defined the outlaw x
movement in country music,
died yesterday after along
battle with diabetes-related
health problems. He was 64.
Jenningsdied peacefullyat
hishomein Arizona. A
singer, songwriter and
guitarist, he recorded 60
albumsand had16No1
countrysingles. He had been
plagued with health
& problems for yearsand hada
> o footamputed in December.

0F 74 p 40 pilgrims die
3 inbus crash

MORE than 40 Muslim
pilgrims travelling to the

o Saudi city of Mecca died in
two vehicleaccidents
yesterday.

Some 40 pilgrims outofa
group of 60 from the United
Arab Emiratesdiedand 10
were injured when the bus
they were travellingin hita
truck in eastern Saudi
Arabia.

Death of Hitler's
secretary

TRAUDL Junge (81), who
wasoneof Adolf: Hldeﬂ
secretaries from 194

and took his last will md
testament, hasdied, just
hours afteradocumentary
on her life premiered at the
Berlin Film Festival, officials
saidyesterday.

~ Junge died of cancer

¢ Sunday ina Munich hospital.
She became one of Hitler'’s
secretaries justas WW I was
turning against Germany.

: Washing machine
i with Midas touch

AWASHING machine that
not only produces brilliant
results without any
detergent but also reduces
therisk of clothes shrinking
while using halfasmuch
water as traditional
machines could goon sale
here.

The £700 washer, called
the Midas, managestodo

Grand entrance and exit
gowns in silk jersey and
pin-s'.riped satin featured

winged and caped shoul-

ders, dive-bomb cleavage awaywithsoap powderby
and fluted hems. The col- passing water through

our palette was stark: electrodes whichchangethe
black and white or rain- chemical make-upofthe

water, givingitcleaning

bow shades. (© Daily Tele-
qualities akin todetergent.

graph, London)

Tally-ho
silenced by
Scottish
MPs’ ban
on fox hunt

THE Scottish Parliament
voted yesterday to outlaw
fox hunting with dogs north
of the border - an issue just
as hotly debated in
England, where legislation
has been delayed.

After more than six hours
of debate, Scottish legisla-
tors voted 83 to 36, with
five abstentions, to pass the
Protection of Wild Mam-
mals Bill, which will bring
an end to a centuries-old
tradition in Scotland.

Fox hunters staged a
series of last-ditch demon-
strations yesterday in the
hours before a vote on the
bill. Up to 1,000 people, 150
horses and hound packs

from all over Scotland gath- |

ered at Kelso, on the Scot

tish side of the border to

stage a mass hunt.

More protesters picketed
the Scottish Parliament in
Edinburgh. One protester
was arrested.

Members of the hunting
community feared passage
of the bill would cost them
their jobs. Opponents of the
bill said a “yes” vote could
lead to challenges in the
courts under human rights
legislation.

Half of Scotland’s 10
mounted hunts are based in
the Scottish borders. and
members of hunts from
Britain and Ireland gath-
ered there yesterday for a
mass rally.
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TheOpen
UnlverSIty

[BUSINESS[SCHOOL]

Where the determined succeed

The Open University Business School, Europe’s leading business
school, offers a range of internationally recognised professional
qualifications at Certificate, Diploma and MBA level. Here's why
you should consider the Open University Business School

@ unlike other business schools, there’s no need to put your
career on hold while you're studying; you study when and
where i suits you

@ all our courses are modular, 50 you can choose t0 go as fast,
or as slow as you like, depending on your work, family o
social commitments

@ from day one, all your assignments are related to your work

50 what you lear will benefit your career immediately (and

what you do at work helps you progress towards a

qualification)

you are allocated a personal dedicated tutor, who is available

for telephone, face-to-face and online support

Certificate and Diploma levels are

available online

@ we are one of an elite group of
worldwide business schools to have
received EQUIS accreditation

@ the MBA is also AMBA accredited

no previous qualification is necessary

for students joining at Certificate level;

you can then progress through to

Diploma and MBA if you wish;

alternatively, you can stop once

you've completed the Certificate or

Diploma and still have a professional

.

.

.

qualification

We are now taking applications for the
following courses, commencing in

| May

For more detalls
call: 01 678 5399
fax: 01 678 5442

or visit our website
www.oubs.open.ac.uk

COUrtesv

emall: ireland@open.ac.uk
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