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Extract

At the outbreak of war in August 1914, the Germans poured out propaganda in the form of posters, leaflets and
pamphlets, in an attempt to explain Germany's entry into the war and discredit the motives of the allies. The British
government was greatly disturbed by the virulence of the German campaign, which was specially directed towards
influencing the United States of America. At the end of August 1914, the matter was raised in the cabinet: ‘Mr Lloyd
George urged the importance of setting on foot an organization to inform and influence public opinion abroad and to
confute German mis-statements and sophistries.’ On 5 September the cabinet decided that steps were to be taken
without delay to counteract the dissemination by Germany of false news abroad. Though there had been no peace-
time precedent, the cabinet accepted the need for an organization to co-ordinate propaganda directed at foreign
opinion for the duration of the war.
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