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Equipment Was Installed in Sherlff S PI‘O]ECn

BY CHARLES DONALDSON
Times Staft Writer

An investigatlon Was ordered by
Los Angeles County supervisors
Tuesday to determine whether a

* faulty video-file records system was
installed in a $19.5 million sheriff's
microwave communications project.

Arthur G, Will, chief administra-
tive officer, said he hoped to report

- in 30 days whether the system meets
contract specifications—a decision
which could lead to a court suit

this is not a simple piece of equip-
ment and a rather considerable
amount of staff time has been in-
vested seeking the answers. We arc
in discussion with the company anc
I hope to have the talks completed
within the 30-day period you set fo:
the report."

Will said the video-file aspect oJ .

against Mthe program amounted to a total o’
mpex “Corp., developer o $8.1 million and said the remainder
p;%&mpf the spending goes toward thc

for Optimum sheriff's microwave communication

for Courts and Law Enforcement,
delivered the first units in August,
1971. The county paid rentals total—
ing $628,000, but halted them in De-
cember of that year in a dispute over
performance of the equipment,

The program involves use of a
computer to retrieve information
stored on videotape. As the county
envisioned it, an employe in an out-
lying sheriff's station would be able
to have requested records sought
out by the computer and televised in
. a matter of moments, -

County officials say the system
works, but the question is: Does it
meet the performance specifications
spelled out in the contract?

"We have had a long series of
technical discussions with Ampex
on whether the product meets con-
tract specifications. We are not sure
and they are not sure we got what
we contracted for. They are as con-
cerned as we are," Will said,

Super\nsor Kenneth Hahn initiat-
ed the call for a review and report’
by Will in 30 days on the ORACLE
Eituation, saying, "Maybe it is a gi-
ant boondorrcrle " and adqu he had
heard the county was going to court

ovrr the system's performance.
\\-111 said,

vy

"A lawsuit is always

and dispatch systems which will be
used with or without ORACLE. -

He said $1.4 million spent to pre-
pare the Hall of Justice and sheriff's
stations for the new equ1pment was
necessary work.

In other actions the county voted

to increase the fee for its 15 goli

courses effective July 1. The nev
rate for an 18-hole round of play wil!

be $3.50 on weekdays and $4 on

weekends and holidays. Currently
the rate is $3 for weekdays and $3.50
for weekends and holidays.

The senior citizen rate also will be
increased, from $1 to $1.25.

The increases were approved in ar

effort to reduce county losses on it= .

golf course operations. .
The supervisors also: ,
—Individually honored members

of the Verbum Dei High School bas-'

ketball team from the Watts area for
winning the school's fifth straight

CIF Southern. Section champion-

p.

—Called for a report within 60
days on the possibility of buying
"new, highly sophisticated fire fight-
ing equipment,” including special
fire suits, that have been developzac
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Probe of §8.1 Million

Records System Siate

County Orders Inquiry to Determine if Fault-

possible_when something does not
meet contract specifications. Bu~

- L

¥ ‘\xc,l_,C Uuk\\lowk\

.

Céntinued from First Pago

by the National Aeronau-
ties and Space Adminis-
tration. ‘
—Ordered the POW and |
MIA flags that have been
flying at county fire sta-
tions and sheriff's offices
taken down so they can be |
given to former prisoncrs
of war during May cere-
monies being planned by
the county for the re-
turnees.
- —Called for a study of
the possible merger of the
33-man county Harbor Pa-
trol that polices Marina
del Rey and the Castaic
Lakes with the Depart-
ment of Beaches.
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[ This COPY'is repeaféd-’éllmost verbatim in
this companion article by Charles
Donaldson (attaced in this PDF):

Charles Donaldson. (Mar. 28, 1973).
INQUIRY ORDERED INTO $8 MILLION
[ORACLE, AMPEX] RECORDS SYSTEM.
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nty Orders Inquiry to Determine if Fault-
Cou

Equipment Was Installed in Sheriff's Projec"L
BY CHARLES DONALDSON

Times staff writer

An Investigation was ordered by

Lps Angeles County supervisors
Tuesday to determine whether a

faulty video-file records system was
Installed in a $19.5 million sheriff's
microwave communications project.
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INQUIRY ORDERED
INTO$8 MILLION
RECORDS SYSTEM

BY CHARLES DONALDSON
Times Staff Writer

An investigation was ordered hy
‘Los Angeles County supervisors
Tuesday to determine whether a
fault vldeo-ﬁle records system was
installed in a $19.5 million sheriff's
microwave communications project.

Arthur G. Will, chief administra-
tlve officer, said he hoped to_report
in 30 days whether the system meets
contract specifications—a decision
which could lead to a court suit
against the builder
~* Ampex developer of the
Eﬂpment dealgnated as ORACLE,

Optimum Records Automation
Courts and Law Enforcement,

livered the first units in August of

Charles Donaldson. (Mar. 28, 1973). INQUIRY ORDERED INTO $8 MILLION [ORACLE, AMPEX] RECORDS SYSTEM.
The Los Angeles Times.
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County  officials say the

system works, but the |

question is: does it meet
the performance specifica-
tions spelled out in the
contract?

 "We have had a longse- :

ries of technical discus-
sions. with Ampex and
whether tht product
meeu contract specifica-

. tions, We are not sure and
- “they are not sure we got
. what we contracted for.

They are as concermd as

“ we are," Will said.

Supervisor Kenneth
Hahn initiated the call for
a review and report by
Will in 30 days on the OR-
ACLE situation, saying,
"Maybe it is a giant boon-

- doggle," and adding he

had heard the county was
going to court over the
system's performance,

Will ‘said, "A lawsuit is |

always_pos-sible when
something does not meet
contract specifications.
But this is not a simple

¢ paid ren-

e ‘prongam involves_
a computer to re-

s tolaling 5628000, but  piece of “‘*“’“‘ ke
EE v} I Doopmber: Fathar. oggel derdble
' of the rdin a dispute Wmm

slon w!th the company
‘and 1 hope to have the
mudompletedwummhe

30-day period you set for

wléfom 3:3 videodile
aspect of the program
axgggtn-ted toa tota?l of $8.1
million and said the re-
mainder of the spending

- goes toward the ahenlff‘s
‘microwave commu

- tion and dispatch sy

" which will be us with orl

without ORACLE.

“ZENITH
hearmg aids

Zenith's remarkable Z-70 is
just one of 18 quality :
Zenith hearing aids.
One of them S,
might be just ,
right for you. At no m
obligation, test-hear !
a Zenith hearing aid today.
- Zenith hearings aids

are priced from ‘ 8 5
“ I:!::': t%?&?m‘oo:::: on

HEARING INSTRUMENTS

SANTA ANA
506-A N, Miain, 92701
542-3088

ANAHEIM
111 N lllﬂllilm llvd.. 92805

I.I.IIYON ‘
1917 Sunnycnn, 92635
871-0632
HUNTINGTON BEACH
18582 Béach Blvd., 92648

968.2411

Charles Donaldson. (Mar. 28, 1973). INQUIRY ORDERED INTO $8 MILLION [ORACLE, AMPEX] RECORDS SYSTEM.
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INQUIRY ORDERED;: INTO $8 MILLION ; RECORDS SYSTEM : BY CHARLES DONALDSON
-: Timet Staff Writer An investigation was ordered by Los Angeles County supervisors Tuesday
to determine whether a faulty video-file records system was installed in a $19.5 million sheriffs"
microwave communications project. Arthur G. Will, chief administrative officer, said he hoped
toreport in 30 days whether the system meets contract specifications a decision which could
lead to a court suit against the builder, s Ampex Corp., developer of the equipment, designated
as ORACLE," for Optimum Records Automation for Courts and Law Enforcement, delivered the
first units in August of Please Turn to Page 6, Col. J

p. 2

RECORDS 'Continued from First Page 1971. T'he county paid rentals totaling $628,000, but |
halted; them in December 'of that year in a dispute over performance of the equipment. :
;TheVpngram involves use of a computer to re-' trieve ; information stored on videotape. As the
coun-! ty envisioned it, an employe lii an outlying sher- iff station would be able to have
requested , records sought out by the computer and televised in a matter of moments. County
officials say the system works, but the question is: does it meet the performance specifications
spelled out; in the contract? - "We have had a long series of technical discussions; with Ampex
and whether tht product meets contract specifications. We are not sure and they are not sure
we got what; we contracted for. They! are as concerned as we are," Will said. Supervisor
Kenneth Hahn initiated the call for a review and report by Will in 30 days on the ORACLE
situation, saying, "Maybe it is a giant boondoggle," and adding he had heard the county was
going to court , over the system's performance. Will said, "A lawsuit is always possible when
something does not meet ¢ o n t ract specifications. But this is not a simple SYSTEM amount of
staff time has ; been invested seeking the piece of equipment and a .rather considerable
answer.' We are in discussion with the company and | , hope to have the talks completed within
the 30-day period you set for the report." , Will said the video-file 1 aspect of the ' program
amounted to a total of $8.1 million and said the remainder of the spending ; goes toward the
sheriff's 'microwave communica- tion and dispatch systems | which will be used, with or without
ORACLE. ZENITH hearing aids Zenith's remarkable Z-70 is just one of 18 quality Zenith hearing
aids. One of them might be just right for you. At no obligation, test-hear a Zenith hearing aid
today. ,,, Zenith hearings aids ' are priced from 4 fk rm the quality got in before the name goes
on. HEARING INSTRUMENTS SANTA ANA 306-A N. Main, 92701 542-3088 ANAHEIM 111 N.
Anaheim Blvd., 92805 774-8042 FULLERTON 1917 Sunnycrest, 92633 871-0632
HUNTINGTON BEACH 18582. Beach Blvd., 92641 9682411 ew | 1|
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range benefits in the
agreement, ccording to

foyt,

*The money is impor-
tant," Hoyt said in an in-
terview, “but, of more im-
portance to us is the fact
that we wanted to partici-
pate as more than just a
cugtomer, Our main inter-

glohal power interconnec-
tions and generating facil-
itles. This would benefit
all electric consumers and

residents in the state.’
Early in 1971, Anaheim

Joined: and River-
iidelnhlﬂngggll counsel
to contest Edison's pro-
posed wholesale electric
rate increase,

of L.A. Schools Hit

BY JACK McCURDY
it g1att Writer

The Los Angeles city
school distriet was ac-
cused Tuesday of falesly
claiming it was broke over

finance the school pro-
gram but then replenished
the surplus with the addi-
tiopal funds it receives la-
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"Well," asked Osborne
wiih tongue in cheek, "is
there any chance that
some local savings and
loan institution might re-

acres.

Willlam Armstrong, an
official of the M&;M.
said ts to
§$28 a night for rooms fac-
ing the lrll!%ru park would

underestimated income
when the school budget
was presented to the

nia Teachers Assn, said
the district, in effect, has
taken from its surplus to

A district  spokesman
sald the Los Angeles

4 uselts
his degree in hospital ad-

from Trinity
University, San Antonio.
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