
[ William E. Nelson, Chief, Far East 
Division, CIA. (Nov. 20, 1968). 
SECRET Letter for [CIA] Director 
from Sir Charles Spry, Director of the 
Australian Security Intelligence 
Organiazation (ASIO), 
104-10012010078. JFK Release. 
Source: https://www.archives.gov/
files/research/jfk/
releases/2025/0318/104-10012-10078 
.pdf ]

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/releases/2025/0318/104-10012-10078.pdf
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1. Attached is a sealed letter from Sir Charles Spry, Director
General of the Australian Security Intelligence Organization (who 
provided a copy of the letter to the Chief of Station, 
Melbourne), and suggested reply for your signature.

2. Sir Charles' letter to you recommends against declassification
of the Warren Commission document CD-971, which refers to our
investigation of anonymous telephone calls to the Canberra
Embassy before and after the assassination of President Kennedy.

3. I consider the points made by Sir Charles in his letter to be
valie and accordingly recommend against the declassification of 
CD-971 in the foreseeable future. CI Staff concurs with this 
recommendation.

Document Number 1128-988
William E. Nelson

Chief, Far East Divbision

Letter for Director from Sir Charles Spry (ASIO_

Director of Central Intelligence
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-- Nils l>lR4tor o.t Ontr•l 1aw11s.a...., 

'flA : DeputJ D1"e'to.r ta PlaotJ 

. • 

1. At.t·Mkecl J.• a .-aiect lett•l" .. ttc:r. l'lil' ca-1es Spry, 
Dt....Ur t'.illMral ot. 'tile ~tralt.aa 8ee•t.t1 Jatolll.-~ 
Olti4\&1.$atto&L (•ao provided a copy Gt Ule- letter t.o tu Cllief 
ot ftatJ.«t, lleluouu), .and a •a-ted repl¥ te 1our 
at.sa-tv•· 

i. au (;harlas' lett•r to J'Oll r.ecca•ead• ~t 
4eei..aifi.uat1oa of the \rfarreu ~-~-- CD-911. 
WA!cb l"eters te Ml' iaVH'tlgatiol!l.Of anG.,..... 9199iloce 
e.a.11'1! to tble C&n.eowa &i~y be.tore and U'Uw Ute 
u.asaioat;.ior.i of P.resicleat iteflatf4J • 

I s. I COM\:lder ttw poiAta made ., au Charles b Ms 
1 letter tt> be nt114' and aoeerctltigly n-d agat:lS'l the .i :·:/ .·: :.-:: '<. ::·=:i~~~t:'tl&~!:!:t!:::~IDJ,e;.-..-... ,.·· ft' . 

. · · .... :·. 

1968) 
. . .·r l 

.. '. -' ' ' "'~ 'li:lt:il2UC 
' .•....• 1:.1.Mtl, llti 
· 11e•imimlticn - C/CI Staff 

- en: 
- CFE/PMI ;) '=- ft O"-i b8 
- CFE/PMI/AN · 
~/r;}-j' 2~% 



[ Source: https://www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/
releases/2025/0318/104-10012-10079.pdf ]

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/releases/2025/0318/104-10012-10079.pdf


[ Richard Helms, Director, CIA. (Nov. 26, 1968). Letter to Sir 
Charles Spry, Director of the Australian Security Intelligence 
Organiazation (ASIO), approving his Oct. 15, 1968 request 
against declassification of Warren Commission release CD-971 
re. Canberra calls, 104-10009-10222.  JFK Release. Source: 
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/
releases/2025/0318/104-10009-10222.pdf ]

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/releases/2025/0318/104-10009-10222.pdf


[ Richard Helms, CIA chief. (Oct. 15, 1962). CIA Canberra Station, phone call claiming a $100,000 plot to kill 
Kennedy, Warren Commission Doc. No. CD-971, No. 104-10422-10399 JFK release, Mar. 19, 2025. Source: https://
www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/releases/104-10422-10399.pdf 

In a sealed letter from CIA director Richard Helms to Sir Charles Spry, Director of the Australian Security 
Intelligence Organiazation (ASIO), Helms approved Sir Charles' Oct. 15, 1968 request against declassification of 
Warren Commission release CD-971 dated Nov. 26, 1968 which this document represents. The Australians 
assessed the caller as a "crank." Helms was uncertain of his credibility. ]

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/releases/104-10422-10399.pdf
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c. C.:n. 'L.7 Nov .. n•~~.:::-:1.·, ;u.bo ful·4:d.shod 

con11>lct;;l cklt.iil i:in t:·w auonyrnouz t..::lcpil.o~c call o! Z3 Ncvembel" 1%:.. .. . . 
d .. ·Cu ~9 ?~over .. "l~:;.- ~ C!l1o illz!rn-:.·ob"'tcd. thla iclorni.~ti04l» i!O 

s·.1.;:>pU\:d·by it~ th~ \ihi'fo ·fiou~e,, ucp::i.rtraent. 

oi :::.tu.tei. <'.l.n<.l Fedor;il °ZU.l"(i~H'l. or I~V"e~~tiu-ation, with.~ C0i)Y to the. 

S.ccrct S.ervice, A coi~Y of thi~ <li::flem~ticn in. its c:::.::i.<:t te~'t 

b .at'"g:;;.ch,.;d io thl:? mc;:r,.-ol'~ndu;:.'l. 

£or tliscus:;i.on coi tb.~ -

e:crvice.. In th~ -011ir.ion of the 

.i\u:::tr.:.11"-'-"l •.rn.thodti.;:>. the .;;:r;.lk:i.- w~~ a cr.:in-:s;. ·In n.ny ..:.vont11 they 

.. 
"> •• 

-.;vcrCJ :not ;;.bfo to identify u.ny Pcli~h .c;r:;'.):)loyce: o! the Covl'!t :Cm.bassy11 · 

. the <'1l..l10?~'1COifo <l~.::.:ribetl by the Cr-.lk:t '1.Z the -OU.0 hi) ·tl;C"J'e,, Or tha 

Ucen:::~ ;::>btc numbci:' giv.';!n hy hi>:~1. l'u ~\1:rtha.r infvl"'m~<-tio::i on thlu 

.c~tl l:w:.> bo.:.n ra:ceh;cd. · .r\v.;;-.i\.:Lbl-o ~tl'i<l•:?:ncc would t!21<td to shu-N that. 

tho c:;.ller .. ~·an some t;n?~ cf c;.-;:;nk. 'l'hi~ c.6n.clusicn,, however. c.-um.ct 

. ':·. 

5. Plci\ G:c l\ote thc.t th~ :ci.t::.ire o.t the fr .. f~rmation in. thi~ 

r...'le:rno:.-e.n<lum anJ Us atta.chtn~nt require; th~ usa of a i:'enoi;ivity 

ind.ica tor .. 

.. , 
-·...,~ 

Ridl:a.rd. li'2lm:.; 

;;)eputy Dh•;;!ctor for Plana 
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CUT Tektypo No. S5o')l, <l.;;;ta.:i Z9 Novcn1bo::r 1963, fil~<l at 1U7 hours, 
to t::i;:: '."d1ifo Hous"c, ::Jcp::::ri:n1·~:nt o! ~t.~.:i:.:: :.: .. nd ~:·c<l~r;;.l D11:reau o! 
lnva::;tlz;;.ticn"~ _with O}. c9py to th;; S0C.r\.:t s~i.-vic.e 

.. 
· c.all!i ~ ..... 1:~d~ to t!tc oliicc of the U .~. :\::.·'rdl :\tt~cl10 in Co.:n.bt!r1-a,· 
i\untralia. 11 by a man ch.iming to h~ve. ~<l &010\vkclge -=.bout a Soviet 
plot to .:-.. c.aat>sinutoft:l the: lat3 ?1:csidt-nt K'(;nn~cly. Cu:.:.- first record 
o! this mattul" is a Nav<:1.l J;.ttache cable from Canoorra sent on 
2·~ Nov~mb~r 1963. 

. z. It c._ppaz..ri; tht:l.t the caller. who pro!eaoca to be the Polfoh 
chauffeur of a Soviet Embassy ca:r in Canberra JI first phonc::d in 
OV"lJ." A }"c.1.T aao, On 15 0-;;:tob;;i.r 1962. ;;.•cp~~t 1962.. ./;.t, t!J.at time he . 
told .a. story about five SO"'.riet ,;1ubmZtrinc !I car.-ying 400 to 500 Sovfot · 
sol,acrt: on their way to Cuba. Cno pu:.pocc of tb.fo troop mov.a1ncnt, 
h.;) aaid. wa:o to ouppoi-t t~1.e Cov·c..-nor of ~.-iiGtiiosippi ... H-a added thzt 
thore w~c o:& plot to pa.y one hOL;;!rod t'hcuz~G. <lolla::..·t;; to kill ?rcdtl-ent 
I\onn;;.G.1. Bchinc.l th~ plot, ho eci.id~ v:c1·c t!1-;l 11Ircn. Cu:rts.in Cou..-:.trles, u 
and "Communist n"Jlii).n in .;::nzl.:.:.ntl, Hong Kong and p1·obably Bemo other 
COUMt-:olc 6 • 11 

::: • · Cn 23 Novc'I':').bcr 1963 r~vcat l9b.":.. the day :lftcr the 
~:urnaL.ain.."ltion of l?r.-:!ci.:l-ant I'\-Gnn:.!dy au .. i"over a year tl.ft~n.· tho iirst . 
.-tclc~!lon-a call, a n-1an balicv.cd to bo the an.:1:ne person phoned the 
Emb;iccy a.3.:i.in al'ld ~poke to t..1:\e a.csiBtant Naval Attache. The callor 
rcferr0d to his call a yc.~u· back and t-t.1.tcd h~ had said that the 'USSR 
had r-ut up 100. OOO dollars !or tlla assassination or Precide:c.t Ke:imedy. 

-1. Giving what he claimed w~re furlho:r c:.ktcils aboi:.t the 
a'an~.a-.;i~ition., tho -caller E;td.tl t.i.'-io.:t about t\110 wee!~s bcfol"e (which 
·-..:;.·ould !u.vo h-Oen in early No·.rember 1963) h-3 ·\vas pi·csent wh.:!n an 
Austr~lfan ni.a.n~ 35 to 40 yeara old • .-an4 tall, W'43 tli!ipatchod by 
the So;ricts to the UrJ.ted St~tc-s Cia:t."':A-"}1.ne a c~~e about 7:5 to t!O 
c:::entimc.:t~:ril long, 50 ccntimct~rP h!gh. and n.S ccntir.:u:iti0ra wide. 
Tb~ namo V"'-ayl Two wa::i UL>cd in somo connection with. thi& ~n .. 
Ho v.r;.::.o put on a pl.:i.na in 5ydru;y and \'.".:!iilo till) caller <lrovc tho two 
Sovfat escorts back to Ga.ni.>cr;;a • their &b.oi·t-.or:avl.} l"a·:ilo in tb..e car 
wa$ r;oin:; com:itantly. A ~hort .. ,1avo radio was going in th.o Em~suy 

[ two days after the JFK assassination ]
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alco vh:::n ijilcy .n.rvivcd there. Cvcr th.-:icc l"amos., one of t!lcr.e Soviet!:> 
~- ·• ~ n • ··l··~ •. .,. .... ; .,.,,., .. ..,b.,..,..,,. ""n-" ,,.,....,.. : ••. ~.. " 'i'n• '"'Y ... .,..-... ~ i·,., "".-? i- t~ .. ""' ........... b-:<. s "Y ···n·., &. t ............... ;r..,..,..,....,....._ ~Jb.....,...... .......1 u ...... ._,.,.. 4''JA.lJ.A.....,. • -. ..., "'~ ,.An.11o ...,aw_ A• """"~ .....,.... - -.ia • .,.. 4 _ 

• "' ' ( .i.1 ~ ·:i. .... ..... ic·" ') th • taai. r."l.orm.nz np?a~n .. y .!- .1.-.:cvem~cn.• . "Jv~· .. a rncsaag~ c:ir.1a "rour;;."l 
and tc.:i..::.t.I> \·1c1·o·d.runl:. in I:.uscfon Vo~~~ un·.1 the Ru~.:::i.ans ?resent s~id. 
11wo h;;:..v\;) a.chlevc<l \~l'-...o.t we .. vui:-.t. 0 · · · · 

.. 5. Tllo c:.:dle~ then g.:lvc 9i;:l;':orr.aation." a.bout th.~ Sov'ict i'ole 
i::i cinkinz i.l. U.S. N.lVy illlck~~:r ;rubr.n•:l."a:i.."'le at:.d ou Soviet e:uhver:iion i:n 
Indati-~si~. He would not ld~ntHy himself, and when he de~c?lbed the 
car he <!rives (as Zt n."l.vy blue 1952 Buick, licenne pl\l.tc Ncw·soutl.4 W~lea 
CCC ciz;!) ho aC.tl~d they o!t~n ch.ang:c pl.at~s, ~va fifty ceta in :raoerve, 
a.And can chango them in .fiv~ ae·conds. 

6 .. The caller.addod aornc Va.gue information. about~ wcma..."'l . 
employee of the .~mcrlcan Zmbs.i:a:y ho thlngo wor!-:.5 i'or tho Soviet~. 
The conversation canclm.led with the c~ller p::romi~i:lg to wdte a lett.:,;:,... 
to the Ni:lv;:i.l .. />.tta.cht.:t at the; .Am~rlcan Emt>:u::ay .... 

7. Tho C;lUcr spoke good Znglis!t an;,l his acct.rat· mid volco did. 
not c:h.:i.ngc throushout th~ convc:rso.ticn. £0 it: W33 asswncd thM.t he 
w;:i.o :iot clisgut~ing his voicv. 

·, .. 

S •. Auutr;:i.lfa!l autho:ritiea working or.. th.i:J ca.ce co.n.i;itl~A" t.1-ia 
c,;l.lbi· t.o 'bil a. cr~nk. Th.ey 1;ta.te th;::.t Soviet officcG in .l .. uatralia 
G.o not u::.o anythL'"lg b~t Soviet -chsufieu1·s; they h.ava :no l"il:cord of 
their using a Polich ch.a.u.ffoul.".. They are·-contL-,;uing th.oh- in\rec.Ugation. · 
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