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1894 - 2002 
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Types(s) of Archival 
Materials: 

Textual Records 
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between: 

1957-1957 

This series documents the 
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Date Note: Although this series was created in 1957, it contains some 
documents and information dated as early as 1950. 
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Scope & Content 

This series contains a copy of a manuscript history of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) written by 
George S. Jackson and Martin P. Claussen in 1957. The history covers the time when the CIA was 
headed by General Walter Bedell Smith, October 7, 1950 to February 
26, 1953. The history consists of chapters (1-10) and annexes (A-H, K-M). History topics 
include organizational changes, interagency coordination 
problems, the conduct of intelligence collection, problems relating to scientific and 
technical intelligence, and the conduct of CIA business. 

Variant Control Numbers 
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HMS/MLR Entry Number: A1 21 

Archived Copies 

Copy 1 Preservation-Reproduction-Reference 

Extent (Size) 1 linear foot, 9 linear inches 

Contact(s) National Archives at College Park - Textual Reference (RDT2) 
National Archives at College Park 
8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
Phone: 301-837-3510 
Fax: 301-837-1752 
Email: Archives2reference@nara.gov 

Count: 4 Letter Archives Box, Standard 

Copy 1 Media Information: Specific Media Type: Paper 
Container ID: Boxes 1-4 
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National Security Council. Central Intelligence Agency. 9/18/1947-12/4/1981 

Organization Authority Record 

Organization Name National Security Council. Central Intelligence Agency. 9/18/1947-
12/4/1981 

Role(s) Related to 203 catalog description(s)  
Contributor in 18 description(s)  
Created 97 series  
Subject in 88 description(s)  

Variant Name(s): CIA 

Organization Name: Central Intelligence Agency. 12/4/1981- 

Role(s): Related to 211 catalog description(s)  
Contributor in 11 description(s)  
Created 40 series  
Subject in 160 description(s)  

Variant Name(s): CIA 

Program Area: Intelligence 

Administrative History Note: Under the provisions of the National Security Act of 1947 (61 Stat. 
495), approved July 26, 1947, effective on September 18, 1947, the 
National Security Council (NSC) and the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) were created. The 1947 Act charged the CIA with coordinating 
the nation's intelligence activities and correlating, evaluating, and 
disseminating intelligence which affected national security. In 
addition, the Agency was to perform other duties and functions 
related to intelligence as the NSC might direct. The Act defined the 
Director of Central Intelligence's (DCI) authority as head of the 
Intelligence Community, head of the CIA, and principal intelligence 
adviser to the President, and made him responsible for protecting 
intelligence sources and methods. The act also prohibited the CIA 
from engaging in law enforcement activity and restricted its internal 
security functions. The CIA carried out its responsibilities subject to 
various directives and controls by the President and the NSC.  
 
In 1949, the Central Intelligence Agency Act was passed and 
supplemented the 1947 Act. The addendum permitted the Agency to 
use confidential fiscal and administrative procedures and exempted 
CIA from many of the usual limitations on the expenditure of Federal 
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funds. It provided that CIA funds could be included in the budgets of 
other departments and then transferred to the Agency without 
regard to the restrictions placed on the initial appropriation. This Act 
was the statutory authority which allows for the secrecy of the 
Agency's budget.  
 
In 1953, Congress amended the National Security Act to provide for 
the appointment of the Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
(DDCI) by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
This amendment also provided that commissioned officers of the 
armed forces, whether active or retired, could not occupy both DCI 
and DDCI positions at the same time. The DDCI assisted the 
Director by performing such functions as the DCI assigned or 
delegated. The DDCI acted for and exercised the powers of the 
Director during his absence or disability, or in the event of a vacancy 
in the position of the Director. 
 
By Executive Order 12333 of December 4, 1981, the CIA gained 
independent agency status.  
 
Congressional oversight existed to varying degrees throughout the 
CIA's existence. The CIA reported regularly to the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence and the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, as required by the Intelligence Oversight 
Act of 1980 and various Executive Orders. The Agency also 
reported regularly to the Defense Subcommittees of the 
Appropriations Committees in both Houses of Congress. Moreover, 
the Agency provided substantive briefings to the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the 
Armed Services Committees in both bodies, as well as other 
committees and individual members.  

 

 


