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GENEALOGICAL NOTES UPON THE FAMILY OF
BARON HENRY DE WORMS, SOMETIME
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR EAST

TOXTETH.

By Bertram B. Benas, B.A., LL.B.
Read 12 January, 1939.

ENRY DE WORMS, first Lord Pirbright, who was
born in London on October zoth 1840 and died
on January gth 1905, was the third son and youngest
child of Solomon Benedict de Worms, first Baron de
Worms, a Baron of the Austrian Empire. His mother
was Henrietta Samuel, a daughter of Samuel Moses
Samuel. The mother of the first Baron de Worms was
the eldest daughter of the first Frankfurt Rothschild,
and the first Baron was thus a nephew of Nathan Mayer
Rothschild, the founder of the famous firm in New Court
in the City of London. .
Henry de Worms was educated at King’s College,
London, and was called to the Bar by the Inner Temple
in 1863, joining the old Home Circuit and going the
Kent Quarter Sessions. Under the style and title of
Baron Henry de Worms, he sat in the House of Commons
as Conservative Member for Greenwich from 1880 to
1885 and for the East Toxteth Division of Liverpool
from 1885 to 1895, in which year he was created a Peer.
He was Parliamentary Secretary. to the Board of Trade
under the Conservative Government in 1885-6 and again
in 1886-88, after which he was Under Secretary for the
Colonies from 1888 until the fall of the Conservative
Government in 18g2. He became a Privy Councillor in
1888, in which year he was President of the International
Conference on Sugar Bounties, and as plenipotentiary
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signed the abolition Treaty for Great Britain. A Com-
missioner of the Royal Patriotic Fund, he was a Justice
of the Peace for the Counties of London, Middlesex and
Surrey, Deputy Lieutenant for the County of Middlesex
and a Fellow of the Royal Society. He gave much time
to literary work, his writings including England’s Policy
wn the East, Handbook to the Eastern Question, The Austro-
Hungarian Empire and Memoirs of Count Beust. An
excellent linguist, he travelled extensively, and thus
acquired a considerable first-hand knowledge of foreign
affairs, while his political activities in England and the
United Kingdom generally, in addition to the British
proprietary interests of his family, gave him direct con-
tact with Imperial and Home affairs. If one excepts the
Solicitor-Generalship of Sir George Jessel, subsequently
Master of the Rolls, Baron Henry de Worms was the
first member of the Jewish community to attain ministerial
rank in a British Government, and membership of the
Privy Council.

While collaterally the Worms family are related to
groups whose pedigrees can be traced to the 15th century
and by well-established tradition centuries earlier, the
Worms pedigree itself is traced directly to one Aaron
Worms of Frankfurt-on-Main who flourished about 1750.1
His son Meyer Worms died in 1776, and the latter’s son
Moses Gabriel Worms, who married’ Hitzel Elsass, died
on November 30th 1802. Their son was Benedict Moses

1 Lucien Wolf in his “ Old Jewish Families in England ” (‘‘ The Leisure
Hour,” July 1886, substantially reproduced in the collection of his writings,
Essays in Jewish History), observes that ¢ as their name testifies, the family
came originally from Worms where one of their ancestors Anton von Worms,
a celebrated engraver, flourished about 1530. They afterwards settled in
Frankfurt, and became important personages in the Jewish community.”’
Towards the end of the 18th century Asher Anselm Worms was a noted
physician in Frankfurt and was a man of very wide culture, writing in Hebrew,
German and Latin with fluency, his writings covering a wide area, including
Jewish theology, mathematics, mechanics, physics, logic, moral philosophy,
music and grammar. His son Simon Worms was also a physician and is
said to have visited London.










