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TRANSCRIPT
The Institute of Pacific Relations.

From July 1st. to 15th., 1925, there was held at Honolulu an important conference originally
initiated by the different National Y.M.C.A's, whose aim was to furnish an opportunity to the
leaders of the various countries, especially those in the Pacific basin, to exchange experiences
and frankly talk over their common problems.

One hundred and eleven active members attended from nine different countries, They brought
with them considerable scepticism [sic] about the practical results possible to such a gathering.
They realized it was experimental and to some of them the difficulties seemed insurmountable.
They expected perhaps a few perfunctory addresses, some platitudes of a good sort, some
rather dry papers on rather dry subjects, and discussions from which all the really controversial
factors in the Pacific would be carefully and effectively barred. They went away, back to their
countries, with entirely different feelings. They had had two weeks of the frankest, most
refreshing exchange of thought and opinion possible to conceive. It did not end in talk. This
Institute, by its recognition of certain vital, Pacific problems is charting the way to avoid some
perilous rocks, reefs and shoals.

The program consisted of roundtable discussions by small groups within the conference, having
stenographic service; general forum meetings of the entire institute for general discussion; and
lectures and addresses given during the evening and open to the public.

The personnel of the China delegation of twelve representatives included one member of the
National Committees Y.M.C. A,, Dr. I. N. Chang of Hankow; and two of the National Committee
secretaries, vis. T.Z. Koo and L.T. Chen.

“China is now a republic and whether she can be healthy or not depends upon whether the
people are good or bad. Great reconstructive work is needed, but where can we find an
organization able to meet the situation? My answer to this question is found in the Young
Men’s Christian Association. | consider this organization the most indispensable in China to-day,
and we should do our utmost to

propagate it."”’

LI YUAN-HUNG
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“There are many international associations at work in the weorld to-day. Before the war there
were 600. The number was greatly decreased during the war so that there are now only 320.
These associations represent many interests. Among these many movements where does the
Y.M.C.A. stand? For many years it has been one of the strongest forces uniting the nations.

| am one of those whose tradition Christianity was lacking. | had to examine its teachings from
the ground up. It was only through the Y.M.C.A. that | came to see the spacicus objects of
Christ, for the objects of the Y.M.C.A. are spacious. They include everything making for the
betterment of society, the amelioration of suffering and the glorifying of Christ. There is a wave
of nationalism abroad in the world. It is | think a passing phase, a result of the war. There are
many new nations, and these must be nationalistic. Young nations must sclidify themselves and
their neighbors are bound to become affected. After this phase has passed the world will have
a better idea of what the internationalism is which the Y.M.C.A. has so long preached and
practiced [stet]. There is something in the mentality of the Y.M.C.A. leaders which has schooled
them to think internationally and to look at international questions without prejudice. This is
the spirit most lacking and most needed in the world to-day”.

— Extracts from notes of an address by Dr. Nitobe, Under Secretary of
the League of Nations at Shanghai, February, 1925.
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