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44. Mr. INSKIP asked the Lord Privy Seal whether he is aware that the Governor of Hong Kong requested the Naval
Authorities at Hong Kong to restrain the wife of Lieut.-Commander Haslewood, then superintendent of the chart

House of Commons Hansard

department, from advocating publicly the prohibition of the mui tsai system, and that the Commander-in-Chief
thereupon tried to bring pressure to bear upon Mrs. Haslewood, throtgh her husband, to desist from her public
advocacy of a Measure which has now been substantially adopted by His

ajesty's Government, as evidenced by the

proclamation in Hong Kong that slavery is not allowed to exist in the British Empire and that, therefore, the mui tsai

he Government can make some

[ The pawning of young Chinese girls into
forced labor and sex slavery under the ruse of
"adoption” and "relief from poverty." |

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN 1 had better first state the facts as far as [ have been able to ascertain them. According to the
Governor's report, his attention was drawn to the fact that Mrs. Haslewood was at that time conducting her campaign,

are not the property of their owners: and whether, in view of all the circumstance
amends both to Lieut.-Commander Haslewood and to Mrs. Haslewood.

which included allegations of widespread cruelty to mui tsai, in terms which gave much annoyance to the Chinese
community. The Chinese have a great regard for official position, and when an officer's wife, with the encouragement
of her husband, made attacks of this character, the Governor considered that there was a danger that they might get the
impression that the Government approved the terms which were employed, and that thus a state of ill-feeling towards
the British Government would be created which would be highly undesirable, especially in view of the unsettled state
of South China. A Governor is both entitled and bound to do all he can to restrain persons from acting in a manner
likely to disturb the peace of the colony for which he is responsible. In these circumstances the Governor had decided
to ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies to request the Admiralty to move Lieut.-Commander Haslewood to
another station, but on further consideration, not wishing to damage Lieut.-Commander Haslewood's professional
prospects, he communicated privately with the Commodore on the subject, suggesting that he should ask Lieut.-
Commander Haslewood to restrain his wife from taking part in a public controversy affecting racial questions and
customs and stirring strong and dangerous feeling in the Chinese community.

The Commodore, and subsequently the Commander-in-Chief, interviewed Lieut.-Commander Haslewood, and the
Commander-in-Chief informed him that if he wished to continue his campaign he ought to resign his official
appointment in the Dockyard. In the meantime, Mrs. Haslewood was taken to hospital, and her condition was such
that the doctors had the gravest doubts as to her recovery if she did not leave the Colony at once. The Commander-in-
Chief accordingly informed Lieut.-Commander Haslewood that he was prepared to allow him to proceed home with
his wife and to replace him in the Chart Office by another officer. Lieut.-Commander Haslewood accepted this offer,
and on returning home gave as his reason for leaving the Chart Depot: "I applied to proceed on urgent private affairs.
This was approved by the Commander-in-Chief, China Station."

Lieut.-Commander Haslewood was a retired officer who had volunteered for service during the War. About the time
of his leaving Hong Kong, the War being over, the Admiralty were reverting such officers to the retired list, and they
were being warned in advance of the likelihood of their being relieved at an early date by active service officers as
opportunity offered. object of this warning was to give these officers as much notice as possible of the impending
change. Lieut.-Commander Haslewood knew that this was the Admiralty policy at the time. though it is doubtful if the
warning reached him before he left Hong Kong. It will be seen that the naval authorities acted at the request of the
Governor, and the Governor seems to have shown all possible consideration in the performance of what he felt to be
his duty to the Colony. Lieut.-Commander Haslewood suffered no injury to his professional career, and the Admiralty
did not at any time express displeasure at his conduct.
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I wish to make it quite clear that there has not at any time been any suggestion that Lieut.-Commander Haslewood and
Mrs. Haslewood acted from any but the highest motives.

Sir J. D. REES Is not the Proclamation of the Governor a spirited negation of self-determination, seeing that the
British are a mere handful among half a million of Chinese?
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}cnu.n SLAVERY
UNDER BRITISH RULE.

By H, L. HASLEWOOD,
Lient -Commandsr R.N. (retired),

It is high time that the British public
wera fally informed of the abominable
ceystem of ehild-alavery which prevails in
Lthe Crown Coleny of Heng Kong.

For nearly a bundred years this island,
with its 200,000 Chinese inhabitents, bas
| bewns under our rule, There pre now some
|6,000 Eurcpeans, and the islapd is eon-
trulled by the Governor and a Legialativa
Iﬁnunril. When | wuas acting ns Superin-
tendent of the Admiraity Chart Depot
thera in 1910 my wife and 1 were horritied
"hy the =creams of u child which came
during the evening Trom a Chinesa bouse.

As o result wf onur eflorts to make ins
quirios we cutns to the ennelusion that this
inust be one of those cuses of slnvery which
wy hiod beard darkly hioted at. When 1
roportied Lo case (o the police 1 woens told
that it was “ probably » slawe girl™ My
wile immedintely begun investigations, and
thess revealed Lo us the fael, which had
indeed wiready been discusised i o parmon
by the HBritish chuploin, that ench Chiness
bouss in the Coluny bad ane or more girls
virtually in w» positton of sluvery. The
custum is called sdoption, but’ mopey pey-
ments are uvually moede, and in the majo
rity of ecases Lhe girle becawe household
drudges and worse. As the result ol our
actton | relinguished  my appointment,
land step br step bave foroed Lhe Colutis]

‘Uthee to admit the matertal faet ;o this
| grave indictment of British honour.

' slave Brokers.

A roply recenily given by the Colonial
Ufice L questigns regarding the buying
and selling o! chuldren in Hong Kubg was
s tullows:

Buying und selling of bhuman beings
does puot take place uvpenly in Hung
Kang A coustom does exist Lhere, s
elsrwhere v Chins, by whiel, in retumn
for » wouney payménl, girls are Lrans
ferred by their parents or netural
Eunrdluu to 1he core ol another houss

o, usuully for the purpose of domeastic
sarvice. thuugh the Lruosiction is de-
seribed by the Chinesa as & form of
adoption

Outsids offcinl circles it is hord to believs
that snyone can d:llinfuinh the difference
belween the iransfer of & girl for & muney
paymont and actusl buring ond selling
heltering under thes custom, the wmosl
revolting abuses in the traffic of girls and
children are upenly carried out.  Go-
[Reproduced for | betweens tr hrokers nre employed for Lhe
sale and purchase of these unfortupaie

-

==

educational pirls, and the fact that large numbers o
purposes only. sold into the local houses of ill-fame, nod
Fair Use relied are shipped overseas for the same purposs,
upon. ] is perfectly well known to the whole ehip-

ping community

|

London Daily News,
Hong Kong Daily News, CO 129/473

Sold *in Marriage.”
The ™ Houg Kong Weskly TPress ™ of
March 19, 1921, writes as folfows:

Wo bkave hvard ope of the leading
Chinese redidonts of Hong Kong express
the apinion that fully 99 per cont. of the
children bought in the Coluny sare
Eughl: really a8 a commercinl specola-

on.

"I.'h? ‘are purchased at a very tender
age for a few dollars, " irained io!
domestic service * for n few years, and
eald in marrisge perhaps for many
times the original purchase price. 1

In circumatunces like these it will in-!
stantly ba recognised thal the syntem s
opent to great abuse, especiully in the
caso of children who fail to develop ﬁ-cr-
eonal attractions which enhance their
nisrketabls valuoe, '

Ar wstoundipg feature of the ense 1 that

the abowve practioe hiss been definitely an-

pounced an illegal in China itself, and

that the Calonial Office are (ully aware of

this fact, but iu apile of this no steps nre

I:Kaknl to abolish the practice in Houg
ang.

Burns and Bruises,

Hevoiting cnses of brutal ill-treatment
were brought before the Hong Kong magis-
trocy on July 15 and Aogust 3 of lost year
when (wo girls were taken to the bospitu
covered with burns and bruises from head
to foot mg a result of the trestment they
hud received from their purchasers, On
January 24 und on Jan 25 of this year,
and also on Foeb, 7, three small girl chil-
dren were laken to hespitel in Lhe sane
condition One of them while sick (ns her'
mizl ress sdmitted) had been beaten and
kicked sbout, ond hore the marks of u
rattan cune. To quote Lthe exact ﬂ'urd.n.l
“she was literully coversd with bruises
caused by some blunt, rough instruoment.”

The following case shows thut the buy-
ing and selling is by no meuns confined
to ndoption and domestio service, as the |
Calngial Office would huve us beliovey «

On Decembes the Sth, 1520, a Chinese
woman was charged with obtaining by
fulse pretences the sum of thirty dollar,

The evidened shuweml that she arraoged

for the sule of her sister as o concubiue,

As ia usonl in these ceses, ineradible an it

| miny seam, ne exaplion was Lithen to tho

buying and selling, but only to the ques-
tion of false pretomees, the womnn huy-
ing represshted her sisier as belng un-
msrried.

'| Babies' Burdens.

A cuwe came before the eourts recently
in which tiny children aged 11 and 13 wern
found to be enrrving waights of B0lb. up
the steep bill of the Peak, Hong Kung.

Arlhiﬂﬁ from this cose questions in the
House of Cumnmons elicited the fact thut

‘I thers are no regulations in Hong Rung
coutrolling the smount of work which a

child musy bo called upon to do, nor any
imit of hours for which n clfild way be
called vpon te work: and, further, that
resulotion carrisd woonimonsly of & moet-
ing of the Bunitery gdosrd 1n Hong Kong
in May, 195, culling for by-laws prohibit-
ing the employment of children under the
age of 14 in factories or workshops [or
more {than 10 bours in any one doy wan fe=
il

It s inlolerable thot such a stute of
ulovory should exisi in o British mlﬂﬂ{+
where a British Governor rules practically
without eheck, und it would nppear thut
nothiog but publie cpinton is  likely to
efiect wny real or lasting reform,
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CHILD SLAVERY UNDER BRITISH RULE.
By H. L. HASLEWOOD,
Lieut -Commander R.N. (retired).

It is high time that the British public were fully informed of the abominable system of child-
slavery which prevails in the Crown Colony of Hong Kong.

For nearly a hundred years this island, with its 200,000 Chinese inhabitants, has been under our
rule. There ere now some 6,000 Europeans, and the. island is controlled by the [British]
Governor and a Legislative Council. When | was acting as Superintendent of the Admiralty
Chart Depot there in 1919 my wife and | were horrified by the screams of a child which came
during the evening from a Chinese house.

As a result of our efforts to make inquiries we came to the conclusion that this ! must be one of
those cases of slavery which we had heard darkly hinted at. When | reported the case to the
police | was told that it was "probably a slave girl." My wife immediately begun investigations,
and these revealed to us the fact, which had indeed already been discussed in a sermon by the
British chaplain, that each Chinese house in the Colony had one or more girls virtually in a
position of slavery. The custom is called adoption, but money payments are usually made, and
in the majority of cases the girls became household drudges and worse. As the result of our
action I relinquished my appointment, and step by step have forced the Colonial Office to admit
the material fact in this | grave indictment ot British honour.

Slave Brokers.

A reply recently given by tbe Colonial Office to questions regarding the buying and selling of
children in Hong Kong was as follows:

Buying and selling of human beings does not take place openly in Hung Kong. A custom
does exist there, us elsewhere in China, by which, in return for a money payment, girls
are transferred by their parents or natural guardians to the care of another household,
usually for the purpose of domestic service, though the transaction is described by the
Chinese as a form of adoption.

Outside official circles it is hard to believe that anyone can distinguish the difference between
the transfer of a girl for a money payment and actual buying and selling.

Sheltering under this custom, the most revolting abuses in the traffic of girls and children are
openly carried out. Go-betweens or brokers are employed for the sale and purchase of these
unfortunate girls, and the fact that large numbers are sold into the local houses of ill-fame, and
are shipped overseas for the same purpose, is perfectly well known to the whole shipping
community.
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Sold "in Marriage."
The "Hong Kong Weekly Press" of March 13, 1921, writes as follows:

We have heard one of the leading Chinese residents of Hong Kong express the opinion that fully
90 per cent, of the children bought in the Colony are bought really as a commercial speculation.

They 'are purchased at a very tender age for a few dollars, "trained to domestic service" for a
few years, and sold in marriage perhaps for many times the original purchase price.

In circumstances like these it will instantly be recognised [stet] that the system is open to mat
abuse, especially . in the case of children who fail develop personal attractions which enhance
their marketable value.

An astounding feature of the case is that the above practice has been definitely announced as
illegal in China itself, and that the Colonial Office are fully aware of this fact, but iu spite of this
no steps are taken to abolish the practice in Hong Kong.

Burns and Bruises.

Revolting cases of brutal ill-treatment were brought before the Hong Kong magistracy on Jul 15
and August 3 of last year, when two girls were taken to the hospital covered with burns and
bruises from head to foot as a result of the treatment they had received from their purchasers.
On January 24 and on Jn 25 of this year, and also on Feb. 7, three small girl children were taken
to hospital in the same condition[.] One of them while sick (as her mistress admitted) had been
beaten and kicked about, and bore the marks of a rattan cane. To qupte the exact words, “she
was literally covered with bruises caused by some blunt rough instrument.”

The following case shows that the buying and selling is by no means confined to the adoption
and domestic service, as the Colonial Office would have us believe:

On December the 8™, 1920, a Chinese woman was charged with obtaining by false
pretenses the sum of thirty dollars . The evidence showed that she arranged for the sale
of her sister as a concubine.

As is usual in these cases, incredible as it may seem, no exception was taken to the buying and
selling, but only to the question of false pretences [sic], the woman having represented her
sister as being unmarried.

Babies’ Burdens.

A case came before the courts recently in which tine children aged 11 and 13 were found to be
carrying weights of 60lb. up the steep hill of the Peak, Hong Kong.
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Arising from this case quests in the House of Commons elicited the fact that there are no
regulations in Hong Kong controlling the amount of work which a child may be called upon to
do, nor any limit of hours for which a child may be called upon to work; and, further, that a
resolution carried unanimously at a meeting of the Sanitary board in Hong Kong in May, 1919,
calling for by-laws prohibiting the employment of children under the age of 14 in factories or
workshops for more than 10 hours in any one day was rejected.

It is intolerable that such a state of slavery should exist in a British colony, where a British
Governor rules practically without check, and it would appear that nothing but public opinion is
likely to effect any real or lasting reform.
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WEDNESDAY.

MAY 11, 1921,

London Daily News,
Hong Kong Daily News, CO 129/473

THE PROBLEM OF URIC ACID

WHY IS GOUT SO PREVALENT?

any agent that could succesd in preventing
relieving permanently the havoe that

iy differ 20 to
. the one great (act SRR T
ordinary individual
most powerful
ly being evolved

the buman ~y from which its rapid
and complete expulsion must be ensured if
& solind stats of health is to be maintained
For what does the ratention of uric aei. in
ystem mean? Ut means the develop
went sooner or later of the most -ais-
ost devastuting, of all aib

L cun attack humanity, v,

CHINESE SLAVERY,

On this page Commander Haslewood
gives & painful account of the system
of child slavery which is allowed 1o Hid: “* ¥
prevall In the Crown Colony of Hong
Kong. The Colonial OMee has already
admitied so much of the truth of his
very explicit  allegations thal the
Som|matter cannot be allowed 10 rest
where it 1s. Our nationsl good name
demands that the conditlons under
which Ihese wreiched little Chinese '©
girls wre bought and sold shall be in
vesuguled at once by an impartial body |
consisting nov of local oMcials, but of
men of ndependent judgment up.
pointed by the Britush Government and
| sent our from this country. Itis a
chametul and horrible story, and if the
facts are proved official action should |
be swift and decisive.

-~ Reparation
,.,." "f:u-”l‘i:' i mimion. mark ibe retu of Am

use of Bu not Indeed Lo that full and eqial
teation of wric seid " tha | CIpation in the counclls of the

use by those of | which prevailed at Parls, but o w

may be hoped will prove but a s
1 ihe full idenufication of the
on Vare: | ted States with
Jssote. | Of the rest of the civilised world.

in| In taking the decisiun recentlyl

. hounced President Harding and

; 20 matiar h what
he direct

LIVER AND KIDNEYS.
Nature provides in the tiver and the
idneys means whereby the uric acid i

FERT ¢

£z

roy liruinated as scom as it is
forued, acd when thess organs are in &

of funetional setivity this
work s carried out automatically; but

sonally
o P Their e
-|lll-t"l| et

uous ol
Place because of e "
Oowsi ve .ubll ou that ot is '.
possible for (e
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HOW URIC ACID POISONING ody.

AFFECTS nul HEALTH.

i

i necessary
et fon e lasting fres-

ble of such are di m |
ey, Setalence,
n|—

DIET AND THE GOUTY HABIT. | Cherished her raditional isola

h‘{lﬂ!v was

moving

s Government.

——
CHINESE SLAVERY,

On this page Commander Haslewood ||
gives & painful account of the system
of child slavery which s allowed 1o

very explicit  allegations
matier cannot be allowed 1o rest
where it 1s. Our national good name !

demands that the conditions under
h ihese wreiched little Chinese

® bought and sold shall be in
vestugated at once by an inipartial body

| conststing not of 1acal oMcials, but of

men of independent judgment  up
poinied by e firitish Government and
sent out from this country. It is
shametul and horrible story, and if \he
facts are proved official ac should
be swift and decisive.

EVERY MAN TO HIS TASTE.
“There are many interesting pro-
blems,” sald Sir Hercules Read, asked
by an Interviewer how he was going 10
spend his retirement, = such as the in-
fluence of ancient Roman art in China
and the East ™ |1 was a former ediior

paper who was rebuked during

e G ot an_astronomer
rlend for pubiishing - nothing nterest.

Social and Personal
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17.

Mr. LESTRANGE MALONE
«§ Share

asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he is aware that a petition has been presented to the Governor of Hong Kong by
British and Chinese subjects, praying that a declaration may be issued of personal freedom for all mui tsai on their reaching the age
of 18 years; and whether, seeing that the Colonial Secretary in 1922 gave instructions to the Governor that the system of mui tsai was
to be abolished within 12 months, he is prepared to advise the Governor against issuing a declaration which would retain in bondage
the mui tsai until the age of 18 years?

18.

Miss WILKINSON
«¢ Share

asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he is aware that, in spite of the pledge given to Parliament in 1922 by the then
Colonial Secretary that mui tsai slavery in Hong Kong should be abolished in one year, the number of girls in this position has actually
increased; and whether he will take action to remove this evil?

20 and 21.

Mr. CECIL WILSON
«¢ Share

asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies (1) whether the mui tsai in Hong Kong have in the past received weekly wages; if so,

what is the amount; whether any proposals have been made to the Governor on the matter; and, if so, what is their nature;

(2) whether, seeing that it is now more than six years since an undertaking was given to this House by the Colonial Secretary that the
system known as mui tsai slavery in Hong Kong should be abolished within one year, his attention has been drawn to the fact that the

system is still in full operation and that cruelty has increased; and what steps he proposes to take in the matter?

Mr. AMERY
«¢ Share

In pursuance of the undertaking by the then Secretary of State for Colonies on the 21st of March, 1922, an Ordinance was passed in
Hong Kong on the 15th February, 1923, which declared the complete personal freedom of all mui tsai, and their unrestricted right to

leave their employers if they so desired, prohibited the taking into employment of any fresh mui tsai after the Ordinance came into

AFFARt AnA mAaAdA ArA ininn FAr thAa nranar frantrmant Af AvietinAa maid Fend uithAa minht AAantiniA T FhA cAng inA AfrhAaiv AarvanlAvAve I hAvA

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/1929-02-04/debates/21101c60-8c61-40bf-a3b1-8c8e4f9d7196/HongKong(MuiTsai) 1/4


https://www.parliament.uk/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/
https://www.parliament.uk/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/1929-02-04/debates/9c7d8a49-c325-4989-9b8d-c24c562dffe8/CommonsChamber
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/1929-02-04/debates/7788a3b3-e7f1-4f82-bdde-abb2bd49f481/OralAnswersToQuestions
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/1929-02-04/debates/0944ed95-5d3c-46aa-9f80-8531f257afca/India
https://hansard.parliament.uk/debates/GetDebateAsText/21101c60-8c61-40bf-a3b1-8c8e4f9d7196
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/1929-02-04/debates/6a4c6e1a-c8dc-41d5-bd13-f633d8a3c763/Jerusalem(WailingWall)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/1929-02-04/debates/3faf99a9-331a-412a-98bf-93ba6f2048b8/EmpireSettlement

7/23/2021 Hong Kong (Mui Tsai) - Monday 4 February 1929 - Hansard - UK Parliament
CTIlHITULUL UllIU 111Uuc |JIUVIDIUII 1Vl LIIT lJlUlJCI LITULITITIIL VI C}\IOLIIIu 1HIul LouJUl vwiiv IIIIUIIL CUILILITIUCT 111 LIIT OTI VILT Ul LIITII CIIIlJl.U_yCID. 111Uuve

recently called for a report on the working of the Ordinance, and | propose to defer any statement on the various points of detail

which have been raised until that report is received.

Mr. MALONE

¢ Share

Is it not the fact that the number of these mui tsai has increased from 8,000 to over 10,000 in this period; are they not being sold for

money and employed without wages; and is it not time to bring into force legislation to prevent this slavery in the British Empire?

Mr. AMERY

«¢ Share

No, Sir. | have received no information bearing out all those statements, but | am anxious to get the fullest statement possible from

the Governor.

Miss LAWRENCE

«¢ Share

Has the right hon. Gentleman seen the very alarming statements in the public Press; and will he take steps to contradict those

statements?
Mr. AMERY
«§ Share
Obviously, | can only contradict them after | have received full information from the Governor.
Mr. LOOKER
«¢ Share

Is it not the fact that this practice has been prevalent and recognised in China for thousands of years; and that the constant changes
of population between the adjoining provinces and Hong Kong results in a great number of these girls coming from Canton and
elsewhere, and that the practice is very difficult to check; and is not the real remedy for the difficulty that action should be taken by

the Chinese authorities?

Viscountess ASTOR

«¢ Share

Have not some of us been writing every year to the Colonial Office about this, and does the right hon. Gentleman's Department not
know about it, since there has been as much discontent regarding it on this side of the House as on the other? Even if it has been

going on in China for thousands of years, why should it be continued under British administration, if it is possible to stop it?

Miss LAWRENCE

«<§ Share

When does the right hon. Gentleman hope to have full reports from the Governor?

Mr. AMERY

«¢ Share

| communicated with the Governor some time ago. | hope to receive his answer in the course of the next few weeks. With regard to

the question of my hon. Friend the Member for South Eastern Essex (Mr. Looker), it is very probable that the large influx of Chinese
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Mr. WILSON

¢ Share

Why has the very specific declaration made in the House in 1922 not been complied with? The then Colonial Secretary said:

ccn

Both | and the Governor are determined to effect the abolition of the system at the earliest practicable date, and | have indicated
to the Governor that | expect the change to be carried out within a year."—[OFFICIAL REPORT, 2lst March, 1922; col. 215, Volume
152.]7

Further, is the right hon. Gentleman aware that the Ordinance of that date provided for the Governor preparing and keeping a

register; and has that been done?

Mr. AMERY

«¢ Share

The promise given by the then Secretary of State was fulfilled, and I have no reason to believe that the authorities of Hong Kong are
not carefully watching any case of ill-treatment or any case of a girl who wishes to leave the family with which she is living. Obviously,
nothing could be more cruel than to drive these girls out of the families in which they are living when they are, perhaps, separated by

many hundreds of miles from their original homes in China.

Miss WILKINSON

¢ Share
rose—
Mr. SPEAKER

«§ Share
Any further questions on this subject should be put on the Paper.
Miss WILKINSON

«¢ Share
May | ask a supplementary question on question No. 18 which is in my name?
Mr. AMERY

¢ Share
| was endeavouring to answer questions 17, 18, 20 and 21 together.
Mr. SPEAKER

«§ Share
Then the hon. Lady may ask her supplementary question.
Miss WILKINSON

«¢ Share

In reference to the right hon. Gentleman's statement that the Hong Kong authorities are carefully watching this matter, is he aware

that it is not so much a question of ill-treatment as of the system under which these girls are detained?
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Mr. AMERY

«¢ Share

Everything has been done to make it clear to the girls that they are absolutely free, and in a great many cases, | think, they prefer to

continue with a family with whom they have perhaps been living for a great many years.
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Sir R. THOMAS
«¢ Share

asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he is aware that the Ordinance of 1922, which provided for the abolition of mui
tsai slavery in Hong Kong within one year, is a dead letter; that the number of child slaves under this system actually shows an

increase; and will he take immediate action in the matter?

Mr. AMERY

«¢ Share
| would refer the hon. Member to my oral reply made to-day to other questions on this subject.
Colonel WEDGWOOD

«§ Share

asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether his attention has been called to the failure to implement the undertaking given
to Parliament in 1922 that the system of girl-purchase known as mui tsai would be abolished within one year in Hong Kong; and will
he explain the reasons for this?

Mr. AMERY

«¢ Share
| would refer the right hon. Member to my oral reply made today to other questions on this subject. | cannot agree that the
undertaking given by Mr. Churchill in 1922 has not been implemented.
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