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TRANSCRIPTION: 

American Generals to Visit His Majesty. 

The luncheon arranged by the “Pilgrims” Society in honour of Generals Corbin, Young, 

and Wood, of the United States Army, for Monday next at the Carlton Hotel, London, 

has been postponed, the American Generals having received a command from the King 

to attend at Buckingham Palace on the same day. The “Pilgrims” luncheon will probably 

take place at a later date next week. 

Note: The coronation of Edward VII occurred at 

Westminster Abbey, London on Aug. 09, 

1902—two months before the article above. 

The Pilgrims Society was founded on Jul. 24, 

1902, then held its first banquet on Aug. 08, 

1902, the eve of the coronation.  
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Source: Anne Pimlott Baker. (2002). The Pilgrims of 

Great Britain – A Centennial History, pp. 12-13. 

Profile Books. (“This book is dedicated both to the 

British and American allies who lost their lives in the 

wars that have threated the democratic way of life 

which is so important to thepeope or our two great 

nations, and to the “special relationship”1 which 

binds us.”) 

General [Henry Clark] CORBIN (Sep. 15, 1842 – Sep. 

08, 1909). Became Major General of the U.S. Army in 

the Division of the Atlantic, Jan. 1904—18 months 

after this summons. 

General [Samuel Baldwin Marks] YOUNG (Jan. 09, 1840 – Sep. 01, 1924). Served 

as the first president of Army War College between 1902 and 1903; he then 

served from 1903 until 1904 as the first Chief of Staff of the United States Army. 

General [Leonard] WOOD 

(Oct. 09, 1860 – Aug. 07, 

1927). U.S. Army Chief of 

Staff, Military Governor of 

Cuba, Governor-General 

of the Philippines; visited 

Kaiser Wilhelm II in Aug. 

1902 – two months 

earlier. 

 

 
1 The term “special relationship” was first used by Sir Winston Churchill in his “5th March 
1946 Winston Churchill delivered his speech in Fulton Missouri coining the phase 
“Special Relationship” for the first time.” Source: Winston Churchill. (Mar. 05, 1946). 
Special Relationship Anniversary 1946-2016. US Embassy, London. 
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Daily News (London) - Wednesday 08 October 1902, p. 12. 
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The Sketch - Wednesday 22 October 1902 
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TRANSCRIPTION 

THE SKETCH 

OCT. 22, 1902 

THE PILGRIMS 

The Generals of the United States Army who have been visiting this country received a hearty 

welcome in all quarters, particularly from His Majesty [Edward VII], Earl [Field Marshal 

Frederick Sleigh] Roberts [1st Earl Roberts, 1832-1914], and Mr. [St. John] Brodrick [1st Earl of 

Midleton, MP, 1856-1942]. One of the most enjoyable incidents of their stay in London was the 

luncheon given at the Carlton Hotel in their honour by the Pilgrims’ Club on Wednesday of last 

week. In the unavoidable absence of the Commander-in-Chief, Hon. President of the Pilgrims 

Club [Gen. Lord Roberts], on Wednesday of last week, the chair was taken by General Sir 

William [Coldingham Masters] Nicholson, K.C.B. [Third Sea Lord, Controller of the Navy, 1863-

1932], the guests having previously been received by Mr. Milton V. [Valentine] Snyder, of New 

York [journalist, The New York Times, “brought Marconi to this country in 1899 to demonstrate 

wireless telegraphy”], and the popular Hon. Secretary, Mr. Harry Brittain [1874-1974], to 

whom the Club is so much indebted both for his efforts in its formation and in organizing its 

gatherings. The luncheon was an exceedingly enjoyable one. Short speeches were made by the 

Chairman, Mr. Brodrick, Generals Corbin, Wood, and Young (the guests), by Mr. George T. 

Wilson [president, Equitable Life Assurance Society; the Pilgrims of the United States founder, 

Vice-President and Chairman of the Executive Committee, 1903], on behalf of the Pilgrims, and 

by Mr. Choate [Joseph Hodges Choate, U.S. Ambassador to the UK], who had a most cordial 

reception. The company included several of our most distinguished officers, Mr. Justice [Sir 

William] Grantham [Inner Temple, Queen’s Court, 1835-1911], Mr. Justice [Sir Raymond Henry] 

Walton [High Court, Commercial Court, 1845-1910], Lord [Arthur Fitzgerald] Kinnaird 

[president, FA, 1847-1923], the United States Ambassador to Berlin [Andrew Dickson White, 

1832-1918], and many other American citizens, literature being represented by Mr. [Sir] 

Anthony Hope [Hawkins, 1863-1933] and Mr. Jerome K. [Klapka] Jerome [1859-1927]. 

Altogether, the Pilgrims and their guests spent a very pleasant time, the seating of the 

company at a number of small tables instead of at a large one being a feature which acted as a 

happy stimulus to the hearty good-fellowship that fittingly characterized the whole of the 

proceedings. 
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