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30 Holford Square, St Pancras, London — 1902

Vladimir llyich Lenin and his wife Nadezhda Krupskaya resided at 30 Holford Square from April 1902 until May 1903. As Bob Henderson’s
seminal article, Lenin and the British Museum (Solanus, Vol 4) points out, it was from this address that Lenin, using his now customary
pseudonym, Jacob Richter, first wrote to the Director of the British Museum asking permission to study in the museum library. St Pancras
Station was approximately ten-minutes walk east of the property and Kings Cross Station was just a few minutes around the corner.
According to James Maxton’s Lenin (1938) the only special advantages the house had were that it is situated ‘between the British Museum

and Highgate Cemetery, where Karl Marx was buried!

As the spies of Russia’s secret police were everywhere, it’s unlikely that Lenin took any risks, so it may be safe to assume that the house and
its occupants had been screened ahead of his arrival and were part and parcel of a trusted support network. Lenin would be hosting group
meetings here, so secrecy would have to be maintained. As Maxton points out, ‘the care with which Lenin concealed his identity was no
mere stage-trick, but an absolutely necessary precaution for the safety of his lieutenants and followers in Russia itself’ (Lenin, 1938, p.58).
And on a salary of £6 a year, Lenin and his wife would have to live as cheaply as possible. Nadezhda Krupskaya would later recollect that it
was ‘the Takhtarievs’ who fixed them up with the property (Apollinaria Alexandrovna Yakubova and her husband, Konstantin Takhtarev —

Memories Of Lenin, Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya, 1930).

Prescription Glasses

The house’s proximity to Harry Quelch’s printing offices at 37a Clerkenwell Green meant it was ideal for managing Lenin’s Iskra newspaper.
Harry Quelch, the former secretary of The London South Side Labour Protection League who stood as candidate for Labour and the Social
Democratic Party in 1906, had been handed the premises by William Morris and it was from here that Quelch produced his Chants of Labour

and Justice newspapers. Quelch extended the same generosity to Lenin for the purposes of managing Iskra.

There’s a possible connection between the Holford Square property and Lenin’s 1905 address, 16 Percy Circus home to Philip Whitwell
Wilson. Wilson, the MP for St Pancras South recalibrated Quelch’s 1909 speech, The War and Social Revolution just a few years after its
debut. Wilson had provided Lenin with accommodation at Percy Circus during his 1905 visit (see The War and Social Revolution , Philip
Whitwell Wilson, Fortnightly Review, Volume 22, October 1915). By 1918 the printing offices of 37 Clerkenwell Green were being used at
the headquarters of Ben Tillet, Wily Thorne and James O’ Grady’s National Socialist Party.

Originally, 37 Clerkenwell Green had been home to the London Patriotic Club, one of a number of groups attempting to form alliances
between the radical liberal movements demanding votes for women and those supporting Irish Home Rule. Patrons at this time included
Prince Peter Kropotkin. Membership consisted of everyone from Socialists and Liberals to followers of Narodnaya Volya, the Russian

Revolutionary group responsible for the murder of Tsar Alexander Il.
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At 30 Holford Square Lenin would nourish and entertain a train of regular visitors including Trotsky, Plekhanov, the Takhtarevs and Novaya
Zhizn editor, Maxim Litvinoff. Litvinoff remembers being taken to “two shabby little rooms ... so meagerly furnished that there were not
enough chairs for those present.” (Maxim Litvinoff Voll. li, Arthur Upham Pope, 1943). Their contact with English Socialistists came primarily
through the Takhtarevs. By their own admission Lenin and Krupskaya knew little about the home life of the English Social Democrats. They
found them to be a reserved people “who regarded the Bohemian life of the Russian emigres with a naive perplexity.” (Memories Of Lenin,
1930). They were just as critical of the Social Democrats they found themselves lodging with. Here, according to Krupskaya, “they sampled
the whole bottomless inainity of petty bourgeois life.” (Memories Of Lenin, 1930, p53). Petty or not, it didn’t stop the future Soviet leader

from knitting himself and his plans into the warm fabric of bourgeois sympathies *

Samuel F. Deering & the Mysterious Fortunes of Frederick Case

The official occupants at 30 Holford Square at the time of Lenin’s visit in 1902 were Samuel Frederick Deering, a 60-year old Solicitor’s
Clerk/Civil Servant living with his wife Sarah and 48-year old Thomas Camps and his wife Emily. Deering had been brought up at 4 Sidney
Square in Whitechapel, Stepney. He and his family had lived just yards from the infamous Sidney Street, scene of the revolutionary siege in
1911 (the siege took place at no.100 Sidney Street, see map below). According to Lenin and the Revolution (1947) by Christopher Hill the
landlady’s name was Mrs Emma Yeo of 24 Grafton Place, whose recently deceased husband Daniel had been a ‘printing compositor’ or
‘typesetter’ (Lenin’s co-lodger in 1911, Winifred Gottschalk would use 9 Grafton Street on her marriage certificate). In fact, looking at their
record in the 1901 Census it’s clear that the Yeo family were all in publishing and that their Grafton Street abode had at one time been the

premises of a Swedenborgian Church (Junior Members Society).
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Little is known about Deering’s earlier life. He disappears from the census of 1861 and 1871, so it may be he is the same Samuel Deering
who becomes a Merchant Seaman on the ‘Kangaroo’ in 1853 and the same Samuel Frederick Deering who starts appearing at 4 Queen
Street in Soho in the Westminster Rates Books (1634-1900) from 1873 onwards. At this time 4 Queen Street were the premises of the
Koppenhagen Brothers (German tobacconists/cigar importers), represented by Leon, Julius and Jacob Koppenhagen. Julius Koppenhagen
subsequently partnered Whitechapel’s Joseph Gluckstein (b.1856) at the Imperial of the Imperial Tobacco Company. Joseph went onto father
Sir Louis Gluckstein MP.

In 1916 Samuel Frederick Deering is drawn into a mysterious inheritance story featuring Whitechapel Board of Guardians and one of their

patients, 79-year old Frederick Case who has died whilst in the care of their Infirmary. Here’s what we know:

¢ Whitechapel health visitors find Frederick Case (b.1841) starving in his room in White Lion Street, Bishopsgate. According to a
report in the East London Observer of January 1916, the old man is a recluse with no family or friends to speak of. He is befriended by

alady who owns the shop downstairs and she prepares his only known meals. She claims Case’s days were spent chiefly at his desk
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today’s money.

¢ |tis known that he would withdraw sums of money as large as £50 and £100 at intervals each month and would regularly cash his
Consols dividends. What he did with this money remained a mystery as he appeared to be living in abject poverty (£50 is about

£3,000 in today’s money).
¢ His father William Henry Case (b.1812), the Ward Beadle of Bishopsgate, died in 1901 Frederick had left no will.
¢ The story goes nationwide and there is a significant volume of claims. The money is held by the trustees at the Board of Guardians.

o After a successful appeal featuring solicitors Proudfoot & Chaplin he money is eventually awarded to Samuel Frederick Deering who

the Guardians believe to be a cousin of the deceased (see Public Trustee Vs Deering, 1916 C.903)

o Starting life as Oil & Colour Merchants Frederick and his father William become Rate Collectors in Bishopsgate during the mid-

1880s. As Ward Beadle his father would have been responsible for coordinating and managing local elections.
¢ Frederick Case’s brother William is believed to have left for South Africa some twenty years earlier.
e There are a number of years in the census in which Frederick Case cannot be accounted for.

* The women who attend his funeral are a Miss Siebert and her niece, Miss Emery & a Miss Keeler.

*In her memoirs Krupskaya talks of a ‘Mr Raymond’ who takes lessons in Russian at Holford Square and who at one time managed a bookshop. Many academics believe this to
be ‘Henry Rayment’. Henry’s father George Rayment and grandfather Ebenezer Rayment ran the Regent Park Boys Home at 44 Euston Road in St Pancras. The home was founded
in 1858 by publisher George Bell & Sons. Rayment’s father had been born into the nonconformity movement that provided so much succour to the revolutionaries. Despite what
Krupskaya claims in the book it’s difficult to imagine the publisher George Bell ordering the young Rayment to keep his Socialism to himself. Rayment had been supporting
Edward Bell in the purchase of a German library (Henry George Bohn, so adored by Thomas Carlyle) and Edward’s father George Bell is said to have been very reassured by the
philanthrophic background of the young Rayment. Were Krupskaya's disparaging comments about the English Socialists designed to protect the trusted network they had
benefitted from in London and who still remained so central to Soviet dreams of an Internationale? The fact that their publishing house occupied the property once owned by the
freewheeelin’ opium-eater, Thomas de Quincey might offer a clue and it’s interesting to note that he had journalistic concerns in Kendal, the home of Lenin’s 1905 host, Philip

Whitwell Wilson. But something else, far more murky and complex could be at work here.
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There has just died in Whitechapel Infirmary an’
old man named Frederick Case. who was found
starving in his ronms over a shop in White Lion-
street.  Bishopsgate, E.C.. where he had lived
alone. He was an old man who never smiled, and
his only friend was » woman who took compassion
on him because of his poverty and loneliness, and
used sometimes to bring him food. His days were
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J. Richter. (May 10, 1902). Personals Section, A Russian LL.D (and his Wife [Nadezhda Konstantinovna
Krupskaya]) would like to EXCHANGE RUSSIAN LESSONS for ENGLISH with an English Gentleman (or
Lady). -- Address Letters Mr. J. RICHTER [Vladimir Ilyich Lenin], 30 Holford Square, Pentonville, W.C.
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(Incorporated by Royal Charter.)
Patron—HIS MAJESTY THE KING.
. President—G. W. PROTHERO, Esq., Liw.D. LL.D.

An ORDINARY MRBETING will be held on THURSDAY, May 15,
at & r.x, in CLIFFORD'S INN HALL, Fleet Btreet, when Mr. I. B/
LEABAM, M.A., will read & Paper on ‘A Star Chamber Case in the

¢ Henry VIL.
Eeigm o i HUBERT HALL, Director and Hon. Becrotary.

OYA!l. GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY.— The

ANNIVERSARY MRETING of the ROCIETY, for the Election

of PRESIDENT and COUNCIL, &c., will be held ju the THEATRE,

BURLINGTON GARDENS, on MUNDAY, May 26, at 3 rx., the
PRESIDENT in the Chair.

The ANNUAL DINNER of the BOCIRTY will take place on

v, at the WHITEHALL HOOMS,

MONDAY, 3‘{’!1 26 at 7 for 730 r.M.,
HOTEL METROPOLE, Whitehall Place, 8.W., Sir CLEMENTS
MARKHA! B, F.R.8, President, in the Cbair. Fellows who

Topose to attend are requested 1o leave thelr Names at the Soclety’s
fice on or before MAY 19. after which piaces will be altotted.
Tickets. 1/ 1« each, to be obtiined from the Ciier CLERE, 1, 8avide
Row, W. Fellows have the privilege of introducing Guests.
LEONARD DARWIN { Hon
J. F. HUGHES Becs.
J. 8. KELTIE, Becretary.
1, Savile Row, Burlington Gardens, W.

INNEAN SOCIETY of LONDON.

—The ANNIVERSARY MRETING of this BOCIETY, for the
ELECTION of a Coucil and Ofticers for the ensuing year, nd for
other ners. will be held at the Bociety’'s Rooms, in Barlington
House, Plccadilly, on BATURDAY, May 24, at3 o'clock precisely.

B. DAYDON JACKSON
G B HOWES } secretartes.

ILLON SOCIRTY.—The NEW ]SSUE (The
COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS of JOHN PAYNE, In 2 vols
price 2l 2c) s NOW IN THE PRESS, and Rubscriptions may be sent

0 the Hon. Rec , ALFrrp FonMix, Esq., 49, Comeragh Road, West
Kcnsin , W. 'A few Coples on Large Puper at dl. 4s. ‘The Yolumes
will include many New Poems.

THE STATE PORTRAIT OF HI8 MAJESTY
K ING A RD VIL
By LUKE FILDES, R.A.
Messrs. THOS. AGNEW & BONS have the honour to announce that
they have arranged to publish an
IMPORTANT MBZZOTINT ENGRAVING,
By Mr. J. B. PRATT,
Of this the Ofticial State Portrait of His Majesty, now being exhibited
in the Royal Academy.
The ARTIRT'S PROOFS, which will be limited lu number, will be
published at 107 10s. each.
Subscribers’ Names are now being recelved by the Publishers,
Meesrs. THos. Auntw & 8oxs, and all the Leading Printeellers.

'I‘HE ROYAL SOCIETY of PAINTERS in
WATER COLOURS (founded 1804), 31, Pall Mall East, 8 W. (near
the National Gallery). 131st EXHIBITION 'NOW OPEN from 10 to 6.
F. W. HAYWARD BUTT, Secretary.

FRENCH GALLKRY, 120, Pall Mall. —The
BIGHTY-EIGHTH EXHIRITION of Selected Plotures by British
and Foreign Artists NOW OPEN. Admission (including Catalogue), Ls.

l JNIVERSITY MAN, speaking French, Russian,
knowing German, desires a POST as PRIVATE BEC {ETARY,
Assi Master to & PuApﬂ,,%r

n and Literary 5
Companion - Traveller. ltussian Lessons also. — Letters, A.
Camden Street, N W

RUSSIAN LL.D (and his Wife) would like to
EXCHANGE RUSSIAN LRSSON8 for ENGLISH with an
Bnglish Gentleman (or y).—Address Letters Mr. ). Ricurzs, 30,
‘Holford Bquare, Pentonville, W.C.

ST. DAVID'S COLLEGE, LAMPETER.

CLASSICAL LECTURER REQUIRED in OCTOBER. Stipend 150i.,
Hooms, and Caplitation
Particu from the
sent by JUNE 7.

BOROUGH of WKST HARTLEPOOL.

MUNICIPAL TECHNICAL COLLEGE.
The COMMITTEE invite applicstions for the lnpolnunent of HEAD
UL and EVENING

y and have had

8.
I'rixciri, to whom applications should be

MASTER of NRW SRCONDARY DAY B8CH
TBCHNICAL CLASAER.
A it be of a British U

Teaching experience.
Ralary 300l per annum.
Particulars ot duties can be obtained from the undersigned, to whom
applications must be sent on or before MAY 19.
HIGSON S8IMPRON, Town Clerk.
Town Clerk's Oftice. West Hartlepool, April 25, 1002,

EW 8 0 H WALES.
UNIVBKRII'Y of BYDNEY.

PROFESSORRHIP OF PURR AND APPLIED MATHRMATICS.
A‘p‘rtl'luuansnre inviv-d from Gentlemen qualified to fill the above
osition.

l’ﬁ.lnry (fixed), 900! per annum. Pension of 400l per annum, under
certain conditions, after twenty years' service. 100i. allowed for
0 S8ydney from Burope or America. Dutles begin

rther particulars may be obtalned from the Agent-General for
New South Wales, 9, Victoria Btreet, London.8.W., to whom appiica-
stating sp,licant’'s age (not morc than 40 years) and
tions, and accompanied by six coElu of each Testimonial submitted,
should be sent not later than JUNE 16, 1902,

HENRY COPELAND, Agent-General for New South Wales.
April 17, 1972,

[]NIVERS[TY ST. ANDREWS.

The UNIVERSITY COURT of the UNIVERAITY of ST ANDREWS

tor the app: t ADDITIONAL EXAMINBRS

for GRADUATION in the following subjects, viz.:—

FACULTY OF ARTS.

LOGIC AND METAPHYXICS, AN MORAL PHILOSOPHY,

ENGLIRH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE.
FACULTIES OF ARTS, 8CIENCE, AND MBDICINE.

BOTANY.

ZOOLOGY.

The Persons appointed will hold Office for a period of Three Years
from January 1, 1903
Applications, with Testimnonials, must be lodged on or before
d, from

of

SATURDAY, June 28, 1902, with the undersigne whom further
inforination may be obtained. JOHN B. WILLTAMS, Secretary.
8t. Andrews, May 2, 1902,

NEWSVENDO RS’ BENEVOLENT and
PROVIDENT INSTITUTION.
Founded 1839.
Funds exceed 21,0008
Office : Hall 16, Btreet, London, B.C.

Patron :
‘The Right Hon. the EARL of ROUSEBERY, K.G.

Presidents :
The Right Hon. the LORD GLBNESK.
W. J. RICHMOND COTTON, J P. (Chamberiain of London).

‘Treasurer :
The LONDON and WESTMINSTER BANK, LIMITED.

A on of Ten Guineas constitutes a Vice-President and gives
three votes for life at all alections. Rach Donation of Three Guineas
gives a votc at all elections for life. Every Annual Rubscriber ls

nl to one vote at all elections In respect of each Five Shillings

el
n‘rld.

EMBERSHIP.—Rvery Man and Woman throughout the United
XKingdom, whether l-ublisher, Wholesaler, Retalier. Employer, or
Employed, is entitled to become a Member of this Institution, and
enjoy its bencfits upon payment ot Five Nhillings annually, or ‘Three
Guineas for life, provided that he or she is engaged in the sale of

Newspapers.

PENSIONK.—The Annuitants now number Thirty-six, the Men
recaiving 25! and the Women 20/, per annum each, and they include - —

The * Royal Victoria Penslon Fund,” which was establiehed in 1687
and enlarged in 1897, to commemorate the grest advantagcs the News
Trade has enjoyed under the rule of Her late Majesty Queen Victorla,
valdu Pensions of 20! a year each for Four Widows of Newsvendors.

@ Committeo hope they may be enabled to increase this Fund asan
lmepn-te Memorial of the (Queen’s beneficent reign.

'fhe * Francis Fund " provides Pensions for One Man, 25/, and One
Womn, 201 . and was specially subscribed in memory of the Iate John
Francls, who died on April 6, 1882, and was for more than fifty years
Publisher of the Atienmum. He took an active and leading part
throughout the whole period of the agitation for the repeal of the
warious then existing ‘‘‘Taxes on Knowledge,” and was for very many
years a staunch sapporter of this Institution.

The Horace Marshall Pension Fand is the gift of the late Mr. Horace
Brooks Marshall. ‘The ewployés of that firm have primary right of
election to ite benefits, but this privilege never having been exercised,
the General Pensions of the Institution have had the full benefit
arising from the interest on this investment since 1887

“The * Hospital Pensions ™ consist of an annusl contributlion of 351,
whereby Sir Henry Charles Burdett and his co-dircctors generously
enable the Commitiee to grant 20! for One Year toa “ian and 15i. for
One Year to a Woman, under conditions laid down In Rule fc.

W. WILKIE JONES, Recretary.

ENTLEWOMAN (YOUNG) desires SKCRE-
TARIAL APPOINTMENT to Author or Journalist, or as
Assistant to Bditor. Shorthand, Type- Writing (own Machine), French,
Four years' Journalistic experience.—M. O, 41, Cintra Park,
Upper Norwood.

Google

ESTMINSTER SCHOOL. — An EXAMINA.

TION will be held on JULY 2. 3,and 4, to fill up not less than
FIVE RESIDENTIALSCHOLARSHIPR, THRER NON-RRRIDENTIAL
BCHOLARSHIPS, and TWO EXHIBITIONS —For pariiculars apply
by letter to the Hrip Master, 19, Dean’s Yard, Westminster.

TILLASTON SCHOOL, NANTWICH.
An UNSECTARIAN FIRST GRADRE PURLIC SCHOOL.
Head Master—GUY LEWIS, M.A.

Opened , 1900 P
NEXT ENTRANCE EXAMINATION, JULY 8. -

lgEDFORD COLLEGE for WOMEN,
(University of London.)
YORK PLACE, BAKER BTREET, W.
The HALF TRRM PEGINS MONDAY, May 26.

FRANCE,—The ATHENZEUM can be
obtained at the following Railway Stations
in France:—

AMIENS, ANTIBES, BBRAULIBU-8UR-MER, BIARRITZ, BOR-
DEAUX, BOULOGNE-SBUR-MER, CALAIS, CANNES, DIJON, DUN-
KIRK, HAVRE, LILLE, LYONS, MARSEILLES, MENTONE,
MONACO, NANTES, NICE, PARIS, PAU, SAINT RAPHAEL, TOURS,
TOULON.

And atthe GALIGNANI LIBRARY, 224, Rue de Rivoll. Paris.

\:I ESSRS. J. M. DENT & CO. will be greatly
iVE “obliged 1f the Gentleman (signing himselt “ AN ADMIRER
NOKTH OF THE TWEED"') who called upon them on Wednesday,
the 30th ult . will favour them with his Name and Address. ‘Ineyhave
banded to the AUTHOR of ‘KIAKRTAN THE ICELANDER' the
bank note for 1007 , and he Is deeply anxious both for the privilege of
thanks and to communicate circumstances of interest.
Aldine House, Hedford Btreet, London.

N the matter of a DEED of ASSIGNMENT
executed on the nh day of June, 1%0. hy GRORGE WILLIAM
REDWAY and PHILIP RINCLAIR WELLRY (trading as GLORGE
REDWAY), of 0, Hart Street, Kloomsbury. in the County «f Londom,
Publishers, T hereby declare a First Invidend of Threc Khillings and
Rixpence (3s. Gd ) in the pound. payable on MONDAY. the Gth day of
May, 1902, at my Oftices, Nos. 19 21, and 3, J.uigate Hill, in the City
of London, between the hours of 10 .x. and 4 - \.
Dated this 7th day of May, 1102

H. A. MONCRIEFF, Trustce

HORTHAND.—The ROYAL SCHOOL of
SHORTHAND for rapld and thoroagh Tuition in
PITMAN'S BHOKTHAND for BUSINESS.
ROYAL 8HORTHAND for PRIVATR USB.
BOOKKEEPING, LANGUAGES, PENMANSHIP.

Shorthand Writers and Typlats ready to take positions.—Address
22 Oxenden Street, Panton Street, Haymarket.

DUCATION.—ThoroughlyRELIABLE ADVICE

ean be obtained (free of charge) from Messrs. GARRITAS

THRING & CU., who, from their extensivc and personal knowledge l)'

the best Schools for Boys and Girls, and successtul Tutors in England

and Abroad, will farnish careful selections if supplied with detailed
requirements —36. Rackville Rtreet. W.

GRESHAM LECTURES,

FOUR LECTURES on ‘ELBMENTARY 8TATICS, trested sphically,
will be delivered at GRPSHAM COLLEGE, BARINGHALL STREET,
EC. on TUE DAY, WEDNESDAY. THURSDAY, and FRIDAY,
May 13-16, at 6 rv. by W. H WAGSTAFF, Esq, M.A. Gresham
Professor of Geometry.

QCH 001, FOR SALE.— The FREEHOLD
N PREMIRER and GOODWILL of & well-established PREPARA-
TORY SCHOOL for BOYR. within ten miles of London. No Agents.—
For particulars apply to SciorasTic, ¢are of Messrs. Dowson & Co., 19,
Surrey Strect,

'l‘HE AUTHORS' AGENCY.—Established 1879.
Pu

The interests of Authors capably represented. Agreements 1
blishing arranged. MKS. placed with Pal lishers.—Tern

monials on application to Mr. A. M. Bunaurs, 3¢, Paternoster Row.
(‘ MITCHELL & CO. are instructed to
o DISPORR of the COPYRIGHTS and PLANT of an old estab-
lished NEWSPAPER. Daily (Morning and Evening: Ts! Itis one
of the larges: Papers in the United Kingdom Good circalation and
large Advertising connexion. Machinery and Plant modern and up to
date. Kxcollent reasons for disposal. Frincipals and their Solicitors
only treated with.

(‘ MITCHELL & CO., Agents for the‘ Sale ax:d
e P Vi or
Probate o Parensse. 1nvortik ,and Audit of ac. Card

of Terms on application.
Mitchell House. 1 and 2, Rnow Hill, Holborn Visduct, F C.

' 0QOKS, MSS., &c.—Messrs. HODGSON & Co.,

Auctioneers of Rooks and Literary Property of every ﬂdescr\pv.lnn.
r C L& 0

‘The College provides Instruction for prep g for the | Librari
University of ndon legreen in Arts, Science. amd Preliminary
Medicine 0 instruction in subjects of General Education.

Fhere ia s Tralning Department for Teachers, 8 Hygiene Depart-
ment, and an Art Kchool.

Students can reside in the College.

ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPA.

ONE COURTAULD SCHOLARSHIP in ARTS, annual value 311. 10s.,
tenable for Three Years

ONE PFEIFFER RCHOLARSHIP in S8CIENCE, annusl value ¢8I,
tenable for Three Years :

‘Will be awarded on the results of the Examination to be held in

ane.
Particulars on application to the Prixcirar.
EYBRIDGE LADIES' SCHOOL, SURREY.—
Conducted by Miss E. DAWRS. M A. D.Lit Lond., late Claseical
Scholar, Girton, with competent Staff. Thorough education on the

principle of & sound mind in & sound body. French and German 4
T for { required. TWO or

THREE VACANCIES.—~SUMMER TERM BEGINS MAY 14
for the DAUGHTERS of

HOME SCHOOL

GENTLEMEN. Puplls from Eight Years of age.
Visiting Pr . Gy ames. Principals—Miss NIMMO,
L LA Fand Miss TOTHILL, from the Ladies' College, Cheltennam,
and late Head Mistress of the Bermuda High School. References
kindly permitted to lM'Y’ Gertrude Cochrane Admiral Sir John Fisher,
K C.R, the Rev. Canon Pennefather, n.n, Col. \'ule,"lnd others. For

Resident and

] 4 K Varranged for. Valuations made
offered for Sale. ng and Kemoval arrange: .
r Auction Kooms, 118, Chancery Lane. Estab. 1608.

for Probate. &c.

( ’,

RO()K S WANTED.— 25+. each offercd.—Curzon’s

Persia, 2 vols 1872 In Memoriam, First Editlon. 18- Geo.
Meredith's oems, 1851— Hewlett's Earthwork out of Tuscany, First
Rdition, 1805 —Montaigne's Fasay ‘Tudor Trans.. 3 vols —Krmonds’s
Ttalian Literature. 2 vols 1651-9 — Whistler's Gentle Art. large "lpe!'
1800~ Symonds’s Es=ays. 2 vol 180 - Cook’s Foxhunting. 1~ —Hinsey
Drive through Fngland, 1585-G. 8
1867 —Collyn's Wild Red Deer.
Jackeon's Old Parls. 2 ols 187
Jesne's Richard I11.. 1 And:
Hunt, 1817 Rtavenson s 2
1832, 100 (v0 ROOKS FOR RALE and WAN
and most valuable Xtack in Rirmingham Kiate wants. —
Rookshops. 14 and 16 John H-ight 8t eet, Birmiog!

e ————
A THRNAZUM PRESS.—JOHN EDWQRD
C18, Printer of the Athenewm. Notes and Queries, &c.. 18
R ar ety RURMIT MRTIMATES for all kKinds of KOOK. NEWS, and
PR RIS ICAT PRINTING - 13 Bream's Ruildings Chancery lane. R.C.
SOLICITOR would like to meet with a
GRNTLRMAN who would SHAKE ROOMS near the Temple.
Unexceptionable references requred and given —H., Atheorum
Preas. Hream's Hullding , Chancery Lape, B.C

Prospec’us apply Logans, 173, Cromwell Road, S8outh

'I‘HE DOWNS SCHOOL, SEAFORD, SUSSEX.

Fead Mistress—Miss LUCY ROBINBON, M.A. (late Recond Mis-
tress St. FeHx School, Bouthwold). References: The Principal of
Bedford College, London; The Vi o1 Cs T

W KLLS.—Comfortably FUR-

XISHED SITTING-ROOM and ONE or TWO BEDROOMS,

! leasant, and central, Three minutes’ walk from 8 ER. & C.

e No oﬂ::n nnken.—n. H., 66. Grove Hill Road, Tunbridge
Wells.

TUNKRIDGE

Reproduced for educational purposes only. Fair Use relied upon.
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Lenin [pseudonym Jacob Richter] at the British Library British Library
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Posted by Oleg-Kerziouk

05 OCTOBER 2015

| beg to apply for a ticket: Lenin [pseudonym Jacob Richter]
at the British Library

The founder of the world’s first socialist state, Vladimir ll'ich Lenin, visited London six
times between 1902 and 1911, and on at least five of these occasions found the time to
call into the British Museum whose Library collections were in his view unparalleled. At
the time of his 1907 visit he said:

It is a remarkable institution, especially that exceptional reference section. Ask them any
guestion, and in the very shortest space of time they'll tell you where to look to find the
material that interests you. ... Let me tell you, there is no better library than the British
Museum. Here there are fewer gaps in the collections than in any other library.

Praise indeed from a man who was already well acquainted with many of the major
libraries of Europe and Russia.

His attachment to the Library dates from 29 April 1902, when he first entered the Round
Reading Room to commence his studies. He had arrived in London with his

wife, Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaia, earlier that month in order to set up
publication of Iskra, the newspaper of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party
(RSDLP). The Twentieth Century Press had agreed to carry out the printing at 37a
Clerkenwell Green, (now the Marx Memorial Library), and soon accommodation was
found for the new arrivals not far from there, at 30 Holford Square, Pentonville.

It was from this address that Lenin first wrote to the Director of the British Museum
requesting permission to study in the Library. The documents related to this episode are
held in the British Library (Add. MS.54579.)

https://blogs.bl.uk/european/2015/10/i-beg-to-apply-for-a-ticket-lenin-at-the-british-library.html Page 1
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The letter (above), dated 21 April 1902, bears the signature “Jacob Richter”, the
pseudonym Lenin had adopted to throw the Tsarist police off his track. The reference
required was supplied by the General Secretary of the General Federation of Trade
Unions, I. H. Mitchell, but this did not satisfy the Admissions Office as Mitchell’s home
address could not be found in the London street directories. Lenin wrote again
enclosing another recommendation from Mitchell, who this time used the address of his
union’s headquarters. The following day Lenin was informed that a Reader’s Ticket
would be granted to him, and four days later he signed the Admissions Register and
was issued with ticket number A72453 (below).

https://blogs.bl.uk/european/2015/10/i-beg-to-apply-for-a-ticket-lenin-at-the-british-library.html Page 2
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The Director of the British Museum

begs to inform AN LS AL .
“IAAALCATNAL e
that a Reading Ticket will be delivered to
475V on presenting this Note to the
Clerk in the Reading-room, within Six

Months from the above date.

N.B.—Persons under twenty-one years of age

are not admissible.

W B & L (x)—43360—5000-5-01

The ticket was valid for three months only, but the period was extended, first by three
months, and then by a further six . Finally, on 29 April 1903, exactly one year after
entering the Library for the first time, he surrendered his ticket and a few days later left
England for France.

In August of the same year he returned for the famous 2nd Party Congress, during
which the RSDLP made its historic split into “menshevik” and “bolshevik” factions, but
there is no evidence to suggest that Lenin found the time to visit the Museum on this
occasion, despite the fact that he said he used the Library whenever he was in London.

However, during the 3rd Party Congress, which again took place in London (from 25
April to 10 May 1905), it is known that he paid a visit to Great Russell Street, and there

https://blogs.bl.uk/european/2015/10/i-beg-to-apply-for-a-ticket-lenin-at-the-british-library.html Page 3
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copied out extracts from the works of Marx and Engels. Unfortunately, there is no record
of this in the Museum archives.

His next visit to London took place in early summer 1907, and from the reminiscences
of his colleagues we know that he spent roughly a week in the Library at the beginning
of June. The Temporary Admissions Register does mention that a J. P. Richter was
admitted in May 1907 (no.3782), but one cannot be sure whether this was Lenin —
Richter was not a particularly uncommon name. However, we can be quite sure about
the details of his visit the following year. In mid-May 1908 he arrived in London with the
express intention of spending a month in the Museum to work on his book, Materializm i
empiriokrititsizm, and fortunately, his correspondence with the Museum authorities
survives in the Library archives.

On 18 May 1908 under his real name, Vladimir Oulianoff, he wrote to the Director of the
Museum requesting permission to study in the Library and referring to an earlier
donation of two of his books. His recommendation came from a certain J. J. Terrett, an
English Social Democrat, but history repeated itself, and just as in 1902, he was
refused admission. Two days later he wrote again enclosing a second reference, this
time from his old friend, the manager of the Twentieth Century Press, Harry Quelch.
This proved sufficient, and as in 1902, he immediately received instructions to call into
the Library to collect his Reader's Ticket. On 22 May, he signed the Admissions Book,
and was issued with a three-month pass, number A88740.

Lenin made use of the Library's collections only once more, during his lecture-tour of
1911, when he visited several European cities to deliver his paper on “Stolypin and
Revolution”. The London reading took place on 11 November in the New King's Hall,
Commercial Road, Whitechapel, and on the same day the Museum issued a temporary
pass to Mr. Vladimir Oulianoff, making a note of his address, 6 Oakley Square, N.W., in
their Card Index.

Although Lenin may indeed have had a favourite seat in the Reading Room, neither he
nor anyone else has left any indication of which seat that may have been. Several
numbers have been suggested, including: G7, H9, R7, R8, and L13. In fact, the latter is
probably the most likely, positioned, as it was then in a row opposite the reference
works on British and European history, which he doubtless made use of on several
occasions.

R. Henderson, Honorary Research Associate, School of History, Queen Mary
University of London

Posted by Olga Kerziouk at 10:00 AM
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