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R.E P O.RT,

As we close the thirtecnth year of the history of Tae New
Yorx Youxs Mex's Cumsriay Association, it seems hardly
necessary to repeat the arguments so many times in the past
presented to the public in favor of such organizations. God
has approved them; the labors in which they have participated,
and the practical works which they have originated and con-
dueted, have been blessed abundantly by the Head of the
Church; and now, in all Christian lands, and especially in our
own, is their power for usefulness folt and acknowledged.

The leading editorial of the Brifish Standard, of February
24th, immedintely caused by a work of charity in which our As-
sociation, and that of the City of Washington, borea conspicuous
part, thus concludes: “ Young men of England, hasten to con-
nect yourselves with these organizations; parents, employers,
patriots, philanthropists, embrace every opporiunity of encour-
aging and supporting these Christian Associations.”

The present learned and accomplished Vice-President of the
Nation, in a letter to one of our Board of Directors, speaks
thus: “ Your Assoclation, in my opinion, yields in importance
to no one of the many philanthropic and benevolent Socicties
of the day.”

The past year has been to us one of more than ordinary sue-
cess and prosperity, and we here acknowledge it all as the gift
of the Master in whose cause it is our delight to Iabor.

We will now advert in the briefest manner to some of the
details of our work.
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Tre Fixaxce Coxurrree have most faithfully and encrget-
ically performed the duties assigned to them, and thus our ex-
penseg, though larger than in any previous year, have been
promptly met and discharged. The receipts for the current
year, from all sources, amount to $6,878.82, of which the sum
of $#5,074.75 is from donations "alone. Our expenditures
amount to $6,790.00, and there is now in our treasury a bal-
ance of §88.82.

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the members of this
Committee. They assumed their work when the prospects for
guccess were gloomy indeed; but, through their active efforts,
the Aseociation now occupies a better financial position than
ever, and under their wise administration we feel sure of the
means to carry on our primary work in this city on a scale
more commensurate with its vastness. With full hearts, we
thank those who have so generously aided us with their purses,
in our efforts to accomplish the purpozes for which this institu-
tion was established.

Tue Lecture Comwmrrree have, during the year, pursued
their work with the utmost diligenee, and with cheering sue-
cess. There have been eighteen sermons preached, on their in-
vitation, by clergymen residing in this city and vicinity, during
the year, upon topics especially adapted to young men residing
here, and called upon to take part in the performance of the
diverse and responsible duties of life in a cosmopolitan city
like our own.

Twelve free lectures have been delivered in our Rooms by
members of the Asgociation and its friends. These have, in the
main, been well attended, and great good must resull from
them.

The coming season will be commenced with the experience
in regard to this system now aequired, and we hope soon to
make {ree lectures a feature of considerable importance and
real profit to the young men about us. It is our desire to fill
the Rooms on these occasions, if possible, exclusively with
Fyoung men.

Bighop Bimpson, of the M. B, Church, on invitation, in No-
vember last, delivered hiz celebrated address on * Our Na-



tional Conflict” to an immense and delighted audience in the
Academy of Music, This discourse was adapted to the times
throngh which the Nation was then passing, and was pro-
ductive of real good to those who heard it, and a benefit to
our city and land.

There have also heen addresses delivered and essays read at
the various stated meetings, of a more than usually interesting
character. These meetings have generally been well attended,
and especially by young men. The attendance is rapidly in-
creasing, so that in our more recent meetings the rooms have
been very full. Yet no one need stay away; as overflowing
rooms but add emphasis to the demand which we make upon
the generous, for the funds necessary to enable us to erect a
house worthy of an organization, whose object is the improve-
ment of the spiritual, mental, and social uﬂm.'lruan of the young
men of this vast city.

The Bible Class of the Association, held every Thursday
evening, is still successfully conducted by the Rev. Joseph T.
Duryea, but at great personal sacrifice to himsell. None ae-
guainted with the life of a pastor in our city can donbt this.
The average attendance iz about thirty; the room in which it
is held ean seccommodate two hundred, and should be full to
overflowing at each meeting.

The thanks of the Association are eminently due to the gen-
tlemen who have so kindly and generously responded to the
invitations of this Committee; and we rest in the helief that
they have thus really performed an efficient service in the cause
of the Master.

The work of the Priymine and PupLisming Comyirrer has
been very much restricted during the current year, for the
financial reason heretofore stated. There have, however, been
two thousand copies of the last Annual Report printed and
girculated, and also two thousand copies of our last Annual
Sermon., This sermon was delivered by the Rev. Richard S,
Storrs, Jr., D.D., and is entitled “A Plea for the Preaching of
Christ in Cities,” and is most eloquent and effective.

There is a constant demand for this discourse, and we are
confident that in its circulation we have helped to arouse
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Christians to a consideration of the wants of the City Mission-
ary Field,

We have also publighed an edition of one thousand eopies of
an essay read before the Association by the Treasurer, Dr.
Verranus Morse, entitled “ The Work of the Young Men's
Christian Association; what it is and how to do it.” This is
a paper of uncommon ahility, answering in a most satisfactory
manner the questions which its title suggests; it will be
invaluable at all times to kindred organizations, and is more-
over especially designed to forward our own plans at the
present time. From the ecirculation of this essay we expect
an increased interest in our work, and a larger and more gen-
erons sympathy on the part of the Christian men and women
of New York.

There has also been published an edition of the Lecture
delivered before the Association by Frank W, Ballard, Esq.,
on the “ Btewardship of Wealth, az llustrated in the Lives of
Amos and Abbott Lawrence,” The edition, however, was
quite insufficient to supply the demand for this lucid presenta-
tion of an important religious doctrine.

Tue Roous axp Lsrary Cowarree have been more tagked
than heretofore.

It was early in the year, on the recommendation of the Fi-
nance Committee, determined by the Board to remove from
the Bible House, where the Association had for several years
been located, to rooms more commodious and eentral. In No-
vember the change was effected. The manner in which the
committes executed this part of their work is testified by the
exceedingly tasteful and comfortable rooms we now ocoupy.
This change of location involved an outlay of $2,200.49,

The Library now embraces 2 204 volumes, of which 744 are
set apart as o foundation for a Free Biblical Reference Li-
brary. 195 volumes have been added during the year, of
which 126 are Theological and Reference Books,

That a Free Library of the character indicated is required
no one will dispute, and the work of collecting one was com-
menced by us more than a year since. It has not been vigor-
ously pursued, as it otherwise would have been, in consequence
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of the large expenses incurred in our change of location. It
iz hoped that now we shall meet with that encouragement
in this enterprise which is surely deserved. Not omly do
the Sabbath-school teachers in this city (and nearly hall of
them are young men) require free access to such a collection
of books ag we wish to make, but it would be invaluable to all
in more moderate circumstances, who desire to really under-
gtand or properly teach the Divine Word. There is not in
this city any such Library which the clagses who most need
the opportunities it would afford can reach, and the Christian
and the philanthropist should sea to it that this great want is
at onee in good measure supplied.

There is & fair supply of the newspapers and periodicals of
the day in our Reading Room, but not ench as atall corresponds
with the real needs of such an institution. To those publizh-
erg who supply us gratuitously, and the proportionate number
is mot small, we here return our thanks.

At the solicitation of our Vice-Prezident, Mr, Vineent Col-
yer, Mr. Louis Lang has eourteously loaned for the temporary
decoration of our rooms his popular national picture, * The
Return of the 69th;” and Mr. Kensett has in like manner fur-
nished ug with beautiful copies of Thorwaldsen's “ Night” and
“ Morning,” from the original mouldg, and also one of his own
most exquisite landscapes. These gentlemen are entitled fo
our warm thanks for their favors.

About one year gince o GERMAN BRANOH ASSOOTATION was
organized, under Gustavuz Schwab, Esq., as President; all the
members of this organization are alzo attached to onr own.

The German Branch oceupied our old rooms in the Bible
House after our removal, and it iz now loeated there for the
gurrent year. The membership is not as yet large, about fifty
in all, but thiz number embraces many very active and earnest
men, and we cannot but indulge high hopes respecting the
suceess of thiz enterprise.  If we are to do justice by it, how-
ever, an outlay for this year of not less than $1,000 seema
desirable.

This Branch now sustains four weekly meetings, viz., a
devotional meeting, a singing class, a class in Englizh, and
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English lectures, and the remaining evenings of the week are
gpent in social interconrse.

The immediate need here is n moderate supply of books in
English and German, together with the current newspapers, in
the latter language, suitable for such an Association, and some
of our own more popular and useful secular and religious
papers. ;

A Comsirree ON INVITATION was especially appointed to
perfect and carry into operation & plan for reaching the young
men of the city, inviting them to our rooms, and to the privi-
leges and benefits of our Association.

The first step taken was in obtaining the co-operation of the
merchants and manufacturers, who employ large numbers of
the class we design to reach. And it gives us the utmost
pleasure to state that the committee, in this respect, met with
all the encouragement that could fairly have been expected,
every employer granting liberal facilities for the execution of
the proposed work; more than two thousand young men
have already received the invitations prepared by this com-
mittee.

A series of advertisements and editorial notices in some of
the leading papers of the cily, together with a cireular ad-
dressed to elergymen residing out of the city, have co-operated
to call the attention of those residing in other places 1o the
work and aimsz of the Association, and are ealeulated to induce
them to assist us, by sending to, the rooms those who are just
removing to the city, or by letter ealling our attention to their
friends residing here, and also persuading such to make our
rooms and meetings a place of regular resort.

Extracts from some of the numerous letters reccived may
serve to present this matter in a clearer light. Says a lady,
addressing our Secretary in behalfl of her brother: * % A
glight influence might affect his whole future, and such influ-
ences as your Associntion exerts over young men must be
- good. I feel secure, therefore, in placing his case before you.”

A father writes : “Is himself a professor of religion, but is
of that age when bad sssociations may lead him far astray;
we therefore crave for him your Christian care and friendship.



# # # ]feel that I can depend upon your Christian sym-
pathy for my dear boy."”

And a mother gays: “ My boy does not profess to be a Chris-
tian, (would that he was) but I would like him to get
acquainted with some that are. He has been religiously
educated.”

It is fit to say here that the duties of this committes increase
in magnitode every day; that responses to these various ealls
are coming in more and more rapidly—they are of the deepest
interest and of great importance—and that the work of our As-
gociation in this respect is now assuming proportions much
beyond any means we have possessed in the past, and with
encouraging and hopeful features which urge our Assoeintion,
and all who truly love young men, to the largest nctivity and
the most generons effort.

Tue Exprovuext CoMuiTrer is becoming of great impor-
tance, especially in rendering practical the work of the Com-
mittee on Invitation, by securing employment for strangers
who are brought to our rooms.

From causes which none of us could control, the active ser-
vices of this Committee have really extended over but little
more than one-third of the current year. Fifty-four young men
have been placed in situations satisfactory to themselves and
their employers, and one, with the assiatance of the Committeo,
and aided by the generous charity of a noble merchant, a kind
friend of the Association, has exchanged the position of a por-
ter for that of a hopeful and promising student in a Theologi-
cal Seminary.

This Committee also renders such temporary aid to deserv-
ing young men as may be necessary. Some are reduced by
misfortune to o most necessitous condition; they cannot pay
their own board till a situation is obtained, or they have not
clothing suflicient to make them presentable in places which
they are competent to fill. A small sum judiciously expended
under such circumstances saves many a young man from ulter
Tin.

Tue Commirree ox Boirpmwg-Hovses eo-operates most
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usefully with that on Invitation. Itis the duty of this Com-
mittee to keep at our rooms a list of boarding-houses, which
can be confidently recommended ns fit dwellingplaces for
young men. Thoze who have never known anght but homes—
good homes—in this city, cun have very little idea of the bane-
ful influences to which young men who are sirangers are ex-
posed in the houses where they are obliged to live; or of the
care, tact and good sense required in selecting those in which
voung men will be eubjected to healthful moral influecces,
This work has been performed with a good degree of thorough-
ness and suceess during the year.

Tan Commrrrer oN VIsiTATION oF THE Sick is also sup-
plemental to that on Invitation. The duties of this Committes
are to visit, care for, and encourage those members of the As-
sociation who are lying ill. The importance of their work
cannot be over-estimated, when we consider the complete lone-
liness of & younr man without relatives or near friends in n
large boarding-house in a great eity. The work of this Com-
mittee has been judiciously performed during the year. No
deaths have been reported, and there has been but one case of
sickness which taxed the Committee in & more than ordinary
manner; it was that of the long and very dangerous sickness
of o young man, with that frightful disorder, the small-pox,
under circumstances which required much patience and self-
denial on the part of the chairman, Mr, Swartwout, who more
especially watched over this sufferer. This young man even-
tually recovered and resumed his employment. No doubt he
would testify that the Young Men's Christian Association is
an invaloable organization, for he probably, under God, owes
to it his life.

Tae Cowmyarree o¥ DEvorioNaL Megrises, Mr. R, B. Pool,
Chairman, have during the year condueted at various limes
gome cight different meetings, most of them instituted to meet
gome temporary demand; and also two regular weekly services,
one at the * Eye and Ear Infirmary,” attended chiefly by the
patients in that Institution, and the other at the Battery Bar-
racks, for the benefit of the soldiers. The story of the experi-
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ence and work of this Committee is most interesting and full
of encouragement; but, in this abstract, eanmot be detailed.
From the beginning it iz full of the evidence that God keeps
big promises. Many letters have been received by the Com-
mittee from soldiers who have returned to the field, express-
ing the thanks of the writers for the interest thus taken in
them, and ascribing their conversion, or their return from a
life of wandering and sin, to the influences of the meetings at
the barracks.

On one occasion an old soldier entered the meeting, followed
by a ecore of young men who had just joined the army and
were placed under his charge. During the exercises he
addreszed the meeting, and, turning to these young men, ex-
horted them, in the most tender and affecting manner, to believe
in the Lord Jesuos.

On another occasion, when a deep seriousness geemed to per-
vade the meeting, those who desired the prayers of the people
of God were requested to rise, sixty ont of the one hundred
and fifty soldiers rose at once to their feet. These men were
a part of the army of General Sherman, passing through this
city, on their way from the west, to join their great commander
on the Atlantic coast. While these large bodies of troops re-
mained, mectings were held with greater frequency, and always
with the most eheering evidences of spiritual profit to the men.

Tre CavrcE CoMMITTEE is charged with the duty of intro-
dueing young men to such church connections as they may
select; of securing at once for strangers, by introductions
which will be mutually agreeable, a circle of friends and ae-
quaintances, and immediate employment in some field of Chris-
tian nusefulnesa. In this way it is hoped that those young men
who are brought within the sphere of our influence may be
secured for the work of Christ, and preserved from the tempta-
tions which beset the stranger in this eity.

This committee now embraces a large number of active men,
who are thoroughly in earnest in the work assigned them;
and it is proposed to add to the number until the committee
embraces at least two young men from each church in the city.

The six commitiees last named are more especially designed
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to carry on the main work of the Association among those
whom we most degire to benefit.

We cannot elose this report withont noticing two social
meetings of a most interesting and profitable character, held
by the Assoeiation.

The first was on the occasion of the opening of our now
rooms, Oth December, 1864. There was a large attendance of
those who had befriended the Association through its whole
history, together with many who had but recently compre-
hended the importance of our work and the breadth of the
field. Short addresses were delivered by Drs. Adams and
Schaff. The devotional exercizes were condueted by Rev, Dr.
Ferris, who delivered the first address, upon the organization
of the Association. The greater part of the evening was spont
in conversation and in listening to the music provided for the
occasion, and, after partaking of refreshments, the company
separated, seemingly well pleased.

The second, 9th January, 1865, was a much larger assem-
blage, and the suecess of which was mainly due to the exer-
tions of our Viee-President, Mr. Colyer. Through his influ-
ence the generous artists of New York freely supplied us with
o guflicient number of their best pictures to adorn the walls of
our main room. Conspicuous among them was Bierstadt's
“Mount Hood,” which had never before been publicly exhib-
ited. Short addresses were delivered by William E. Dodge,
Esq.,and Rev. Dr. Crosby. Music was furnished by the choir
of the Madison Square Church. This social meeting was
exceedingly pleasant to us all, and most advantageous to the
Association.

We pause here to refer to another epecial meeting held in
our rooms, when the news of the assassination of President
Linconx fell like a pall over the loyal North, and men knew
not what to do, or how even to mourn the loss of one so great,
go good, so loved, and so loving, The young men of our Asgo-
ciation gathered together and expressed, as best they then
could, one to another, their sense of the preat national and per-
sonal loss, for all felt as if a friend had gone, The resolutions
adopted, as an embodiment, in words, of the feelings of those
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present, are annexed to this report, and have also been trans-
mitted to those to whom they might properly be sent.

It is proper here to record our grateful acknowledgments
for the kind expressions of condolence and sympathy received
from the Young Men's Christian Agsociations of Montreal and
Liverpool upon the occurrence of this mournful event. Their
letters are alzo annexed to this report.

As the clonds and darkness of four vears of eivil strife are
passing away, and the light of peace begins to dawn upon the
nation, it is fit that we here mention the two prominent mat-
ters which have especially connecied our Association with the
contest.

The first relates to the organization, by our Army Commit-
tee, aided by members of the Association, (and particularly
Col. Mark Hoyt, formerly our Treasurer,) of the 176ih N. Y,
Volunteers, known az the “Ironsides Regiment,” and com-
manded in the earlier part of its history by one of our own
Life Members, Col. Charles 0. Nott. While this is not the
proper place to record its history, it is but just to refer to its
career with Gen. Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley, where
it won the applause of his whole army by its gallant conduct;
and we have now in our rooms some evidences of the perils
through which it passed, in the battle-torn and bullet-riddled
colors which were borne by it in that great eampaign.

And second, in the earliest grasping of that vast work since
carried on by the Christian Commission, and in the establish-
ment of that organization In May, 1861, our Association, by
the Army Committee, commenced a series of religious services
among the soldiers in the camps about this ¢ity, and pursued it
with diligence and suceess, not enly here, but finally with the
Army about Washington. It at last became so large an un-
dertaking that no cne local association eould grasp it. Then
Mr. Vineent Colyer, who had given his heart and time gratui-
tously to the work from its first inception, visited the associa-
tions in the lavger cities as our representative, and urged upon
them a co-operation in the enterprise; and finally, after repeated
solicitations from him, the Central Committee of the confeder-
ated associations called a npecitl.mumtinn at our rooms in

2
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the Bible House, where the Christian Commiszion was organ-
ized, 14th November, 1861, With the large and honorable ger-
viees of that organization all are familiar,

We are grateful to God that we are, in this double agpect, so
nobly connceted with this gigantic, and, for the cause of Lib-
erty and Christianity, vietorious conflict.

In the year now closing we feel that a good work has been
sccomplished; that the Association can look back upon it as
one of usefulness and blessing. Though vast numbers of the
voung men have been called to the field to serve the cause of
freedom and righteousness in the blaze of battle, even to the
extent of laying down their lives for “the good old ecause,”
yot the roll of our members has been growing longer and
longer, and the determination to press on our work, with a
vigor and activity corresponding with the ardor of young men,
more and more manifest.

The field is very broad; it is white for the harvest; it em-
hraces thousands of young men, strangers here, and still other
thousands who can say “no one cares for our souls.” As the
peace for which we have so long been looking, fighting, pray-
ing, dawns upon us, snd the brave men come back from vieto-
rious battle fields, there will walk our streets yet other thou-
gands, who will need our sympathy and our care.

To meet the demands thus moade upon us, the Association
needs much larger suma of money. We should at once open
ut least two comfortable Reading Rooms; one on Grand Stroet,
east of the Bowery, and one west of Broadway, near Jefferson
Market. In them should be liberal supplies of newspapers
and popular books; they should be free to all; and at stated
periods, not too frequently, religions serviees should be held
and free lectures delivered, and all Christian and moral atirac-
tions held forth, to draw young men from the bar-room and
the theatre. There should be kind men in attendance to greet
utrangers, and there the various committees of the Associntion
would find encouraging opportunities for their efforts. One
thousand dollars per year for each would hardly suffice.

Our own beautiful and attractive rooms are already becom-
ing too straight for us.
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A tuilding shonld, within the year which we now begin, be
ereécted for the Association, at a cost of not less than $75,000,
with its appropriate committee, reading, and conversation
rooms, and library, together with fif conference rooms for the
many voluntary associations of clergymen and others, whose
views and aims harmonize with our own; and also with a eom-
modious lecture room, now so much nceded in this city, in
which the ordinary religious and philanthropic meetings of a
general character could be held. Let none say that the Asso-
ciation has not vet shown itself worthy of this pittance from
the wealth in the city, which in the hands of its possessors is
now conseerated to Chrizt and his cause.

In the thirteen years that are gone some £42,000 have passed
through our treasury, on an average say £8,800 per vear; and
we may confidently appeal to our history for that long period
to vintlicate the assertion, that that small sum eould not have
been invested where it wonld have brought larger returns.
We therefore claim that the right of this Christian charity to
a more generous support, to a hearty commendation from the
friends of the Master, in whose mnﬁﬂ we all labor, canmot
fairly be challenged.

But, grateful to Almighty God for the experience and the
blessings of the past, the rewards of the present, and the prom-
ises of the future, we begin another year of our history.
With the words of a former President of the Association, now
an honored and useful pastor in this eity, and our fast [riend,
we close this summary of our work for the year: “A thousand
young men now stand up before you, and in the name of the
, Crucified, in whose blood is their glory, ask of you your prayer-
ful' support. Sympatlize with us, remember us at the mercy
seal, and remember us af the treasury of the Lord."”
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Raport of Lectura Committae.
New Yoz, Jdpril 224, 1805,

The Lecture Committes have to roport, na o summary of their labors for the
puat yoor, nn follows:

The Exbibnih Evening services for young men have been continned as nsaal,
nnd have heen atiended by large and interestod andiences.  The pastors of
the various chorches have given us a condial weleome, and shown every dis-
position to aid us in the good work we have in hand.  The following elergy-
men have proachod for the Association, commencing with 1st Bunday in Oe-
tober List:

Rev. 8 H. Trxo, Jr. Rev. K. L. Rice, D.D.
#  (h N Ceooxs, D.I. & W, A Mourexernom, DD,
# T. E Yeaumre, DLD. % Jouw Tmousox, DI,
#  Howann Crosoy, DD i Tuouss Ansrrace, DD,
W B Wesros, D.D. W H, B, Burm, DD,
“ It B Fosten, D.I. # Winraam Anaws, DI
# K I Rooxns, DD “  Jourrn P Teomesox, DD,
# T . B % H. B Rmowar
# J, T. Dunyza. # T, L. Coreen.

Rev. A. H. Brruxonax, D.D.

The following is a list of the Lectures delivered in the regmlsr course:
& Tho Unity of the Bible, one Book of

many Books,™ Rev. J. T. Donrea.
W John Hoss" ' +#  E. H. Gruzers, DD,
# Turkey and the Torks,” “ B Ingxzvs Prove, DD,
s Ohatesnbriand,” W. E. Cunris, Easq.

e Btewardship of Wealth, na illns.
trated in the lives of Amos and

Abbott Lawrence,” Frasx W. Batiian, Eaqg,
# Dinvid Aboel,” Rev, Tnosas Dewerr, D.D,
# Tendings from Shakspears,™ Prof. §. R. Fromscosn.

# Bir Bamnel Bomilly,™ J. 8, Stranys, Esg.
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“ Algemnon Sidney, the Apostls of Pop-

ular Liberty,” Ltev. J. P. Toowesox, DD,
HWoman's Work and Woman's Wages,” Ltev, 8, Inmxers Py, DD,
“ Christing Oratory,” E. I, Buerann, Esq,

Addresses hiave aleo beem made before the Association at the menthly
meotings, by the following gentlomon
Eev. Howann Cnosay, DD,
# E. B, UrunnMax,
# R.J. W. Booxraso,
*  Coances H. Pavsox.

The Itt. Rev. M. Snresox, D.D., Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh,
by invitation of the Committes, repented hin address on **Onr National Con-
fliet," roceived with much favor in Philadelphia and elsewhere, atthe Academy
of Musie; on thia cocasionthere was o large and deaply Interested andicnes,

Tha Esgays vead st the stated meetings were:

“Tho Work of Young Men's Christian

.fa.ﬂminﬁunl; What it iz, and How

to do it!"” by Vinnawos Mossz, M.D.
“ Nocessity of poor members to the

Bpiriual vigor of the Chureh,” by Rev. Jorx Taouzos, DD,
# Diversity, the ground of Eesponsi-

hility,™ by Rev. T. Razaros Sarra,
U Pereonin]l Effori: illostpated by the

work of the Associstion in the

North Presbyterian Church  in

1868, by Evomse Trossox, Eag.

In clowing our report, we ennnot but hope that, throngh the agoncies refiors
reid o, Hght ond troth kave been poured into many minds.  And in the future,
wo trost that even great ernumbers than in the past may be brooght under
thosa good inflnences which the presching of our respective postors, we foel

gure, must exert,
R. A. BRICE, Chairman.

Report of the Committee on Membership.

To the President of the New York Young Men's Ohrisfion Assochation :

Bm—Dnring the past year the Associntion haa recedved 300 membors,

This number, though lnrge, shonli bo greatly inereased.

Much carnest work is called for among the thonsunds of young men who
arowd to our olty, ignorant of its snared and fempiations, and with no ono
near them to take an interest in their wolfare,

The Associstion needs an active resldent member in every hoanding-honso
in the clty cccupied by young men, and in every connting-honse and work-
shop where young men are employed.
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The membership of the Assoeiation is ila working foree, and the larger this
is, the more devoted it is, and the better its parpose, and the necessity of its
work, Is understood, the grester will be the number of young men which it
will ba able bo reach and save from roin. A

Roepeetfolly submitted,
VERRANUS MORSE, Chairman,

Report of the Boarding-House Oommittee.

Whils ihis Commitles has not done all that might have been done, yet it
has done enongh to prove to itself, and to all who have betn at all sonversant
with its affairs, that great good can be accomplished in the department for
which the Committes was at first erented.

During the yoar & large number of boarding-honses hos been added to the
list, which was already quite large,

Whils the Commitiee have aimed to prooure for and placs npon the lists
good bonrding-houses Iocated in every seotion of the city, and ranging in
price and nocommodations to suit every elass seeling a good home, they have
also earefully avoided placing any on the Usts without good and subatantial
rofarences, ;

Thess lists have been kept open ot the rooms of the Association for the
daily inspection of all who might be seeking good boarding-houses; and very
many, during the year, have been nssisiod by means of this depariment in
obtaining good and comfortabls homes.

The Commities respectfolly recommond (hat the Association comtinue
to take a lively interest in this department of its nsefulness.

First of all ghould we see that the young men, who come to this great eity,
strangers, and away from home influences, are provided with proper honses
bere, and surrounded by proper and healthful influences, for without these
wo ahnll lbavdly keep them from falling s prey to evil companions mnd
corrupling influences that will ellore them on every side.

+ JONATHAN MARSHALL,
Cheeirman,

Report of Committee on Visitation of the Sick
To Sauver. W. Stemmmws, Esq.,
Pregident Nne York Young Me's Christion Association:

Dman Bin—The work of the Committes during the past year has prineipally
been eonflned to the members of the Assoclation. The Army and Navy Com-
mittes have taken full charge of all matters pertaining to the soldiers and
gafloms, so thal onr services hinve not boan required in the hospitals,

During the past winter the attention sud services of your Committes wore
eallod to one ense of very deep intorent, A brother member whils minister-
ing to the wants of a sick Trlend wos stricken down by the same disesse—{ho
nature of which was such, &8 to prevent our visiting him personally, thongh
we were able to sapply him with & surss, and what comforts were neoessary,
Awny from home and friends, and, by the Joss of sitnation, without means—
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with no mother or sister o wateh by his sids—isolated from {hose who wonld
gladly have visited and cared for him, he was obliged to pass the hours alone
and among strangers.  But, thank God | he had a friend fo care for and waleh
over him, belter than any enrthly one, who wns always present, thongh un-
Aeen, to bresthe into his sonl that consolation and comfort which the world
eannot give; and the hours that woald otherwise have been weary wore
lightened and relieved.

In responss ton letter writhen to him while convalescent, he suys: It is
interesting to know that Jind Christinn friends have nob forgotten mo in my
affliotion; but, sbove all, to have the assnmnes that thess roubles are sent
upon us only to purify and ssnctify onr hearts, and deaw us pearer to God. I
have much 1o be thankfal for, thoogh ab firsi cast down, yet I was nol for-
H.'I‘.ﬂ. and thhﬂdﬂnmnntgrmzrlhlnh:ﬂm grace [ wu:.hla to 'bu.r."

It is eneournging for us f.n know t:hl.t Lis ﬂ-ﬂimtlnn Wi B0 main:l, and
proved a blessing; but it is not so with all young men who are sick in our
great eity. Itis especially this clasa of young men, who are out of the Church,
without home and Christian friends to take care of them, that the Commit-
tee are dewironus to find out and minister anto, both temporally and spiritual-
Iy. It is by this means, with the blessing of God attending it, we hope to
Lring many into the Associntion, under such inflnences ni will forever influ.
ence their desting in the right direction.

Much that is interesting, ns connected with the Committss's operations, is
necessarily withheld. The work is o silend work, and only encugh ean ba
wisely recordad for the publis eye, to show that the work of the Master goek on.

Those who hiave assisted ue in this worlk, by their contributions or porsonal
services, liave our sineers thanks, and in doe fime will reap thelr reward.

WM. H SWARTWOUT,
Chairman.

Report of Devotional Committee,

The fleld ocenpied by the Committes during the past year has been com-
paratively limited, if estimated only by the namber of mestings sustained,
viz: one ab the Eve and Ear Infirmary, and ong st the Baitery Barmacks; the
latter conducted by request of the Ladios’ Battery Barrncks Libmary Associa-
tion. Althongh the means employed have hoen few, we have the blossed ns-
gurance that God has pat his seal upon them.

The first opened was the

EXE AND EAR INFIRMARY MEETING.

This was organized aniofig the inmatés over a vear ago, and though discon-
tinned for a time, nenr the olose of July, is now in snceesfl operntion. It
is held on Thuorsday Evenings. While the encoursgoment has not beon the
most choering, the work hos gone forwaril, and some sead, we trost, will bear
fruit to eternal Yife

We may note a fir incidenis conmeoled with this social gathering for
Prayer.

Among the constant attendants ot this meeting in its commencement, was
& poor blind Germon woman. In the loes of her natural sight, her sonl seamed
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doubly illuminated with the light of God's conntenamee, This meeting was
ever to ler a place of joy.

At one meoting, the parabls of the barren fig tree was the subject of re-
mark, A man arose and confessed that he had wondered from God, nnd from
hope, and, with apparant sincerity, observed that he had nover before been so
strongly impressed, nnd colled sitention to his trembling arm —it may Rave
been like the trembling of Felix, for though repeatedly invited afterwards to
the place of prayer, ha could not be persnaded to attend.

The mesting is now fornished with one of Mason & Hamlin's eahinet or-
gnns, which grently facilitates the musieal ezereises. Our gretefnl acknowls
edgments nre due those who have cheerfully performed upon it, 08 well 85
to those who have lent their aid in enrvying on the other exercises,

BATTERY BARRACKS MERTING.

The Committes, in reporting the work accomplished among the soldiers,
would stote that thelr most sangnine expectations have beem exceeded, The
blassing of the Spirit seoms to hove heen nlmest constantly in thin meeting
ginee the commencement of last sutumm, Thousands of scldiers, in transit
to and from the flald of battle, have been bronght under its influsncs; hundreds
have expressed & desive to be prayed for; some rejolecd in o hope of salvation
while there, and the glad tidinge have coms beck from the comp nnd the hos-
pital of a Saviour found. I is laft for the future to reveal the entire result of
God's work among these hrave defendars of onr beloved nation.

This meeting wig placed under the mmapicea of the Committes sbout the
first of November last, Previons to that time Sunday Evening services wers
hald hers, condncted by members of the Committee, not acting under the
Associgtion. The mestings then held had not assumed their prosent pro-
portions or interest. The attendemca was small, and the field of oparations
mainly confined to the goard, many of whom were Romaniste,

Wo may mention one oecssion of grent interest, connectad with the work at
that time, as illusteating some of the proboable reslts of this ssed cast by the
wyl

A portion of the 186th N, ¥. Regiment, on their way to the front, was pres-
ent abt & meating. At the conclusion of the opening exercises nn opporfunity
was afforded for any one to participate.  One after another arose to testify folf
Jesns, A verse was sung and immediately some one was eager to spenk of
hie love of the Savionr. A chorug of voices again poured forth the melody of
tha heart, then another soldier told of » sister’s parting words, and so the
honr pessed; there was o reluctance to laave, snd the meeting wis profracted
beyend the nsaal time; gome twenty or more took part. The Bpirit of the
Lord wos evidently there; all liearts eemed snbdued by Hia gentls inflaence.
Buot one other meeting was hald with (hem during their stay. A letter re-
ceivad after their departure states thob they were holding mestings every
night, from company to company, and that there had been a number of con-
vergions.  The regiment had no ehaplain sedompanying it

The Committes, on talking charge of this Battery meeting, opened an after-
noon servies on Sunday, which hos been pondneted mainly by the voloutary
gervices of clevgymen and laymen. While the finils of this meeting ave not
g0 npperent as the devotional one, we believe that it hus been blessed of God,
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Ome prayer mesting has boen held from the commencement of the Commit.
tes's work, on Sabbath evenings, snd for some time past another line besn
maintained on Friday evenings, Tho room in which thesa serviees nve held
will hold about one handred and fifty, and this has been ofton crowdod to re-
pletion with earnest listeners, The meliel deserter, the rofuges, the colored
poldier, hnve alike coms up to the common altar,

The Committes have aimed fo glve (hese mootings a froe, unrestrained
character, to gein the eo-operation of the soldiers, and the effort has besn
blessed. The men who have shown such bravery in the defence of the Be-
publie, have monifostod equal heroism in confessing Cliadst before thedr wioked
comrndes in prma. - We cannot better prescnt the ehametor of this good work
than by skelching a fow ineidents connecled with it

A soldier, in reply to the question, “* Are yon 0 Christion 7 said, 1 hoped
I was oneo, but am not now.” On being wsked if he wonld not return to his
Father, from whom he had wandered, he replied, after a mement’s penss, while
the tears trickled down his war-worn features, I promised my wife and four
children, who are now in Hesven, that I wonld mest them there, and T will
promise you, by the gmea of God, to retarn.”  He then knelt with the beother
in prayer. At the next meoting he arose and testifiad of the blessedness of
the Bavionr, and exhorted his companions in aruoa to follow him.

At o'mecting a young soldier arvose pud said, it wos seven yewrs ngo that
nlght sines he promised his mother, on her dring bed, that he would be a
Christian, and he had now determined to falfill that promise, trusting in the
all-snfficient grace of (Fod.

One Sabbath abonk 1,300 soldiers wers quartered at the Barracks, many of
then Sherman’s troops, on their way from the West to his advancing columns
on the Atlantic const. One of the most interesting periods in the history of
aur Commithee's work was ot this time, At the moeeting that evening, after o
few had participated, the invilation wus given out for prayer. The spectaclo
presented in that sadience of bronzed warriors was one of almost overwhelm-
ing power, n8 woll a8 preat significance; sixty or more men, in responso
to the invitution, ross o their feet—nenrly half the andience. God, we felt,
was truly there. The work before us was more than we were prepared for.
Extra mestings were held whilo these troops remonined with ua,  One soldier,
on this ooeasion, snid that lis frst deslres to bo o Christian were experienced
here. Another among these soldicrs felt that he had been broughi back
Lo the fold from which he had wandered

A membar of the 188th New York Reglment, who had attended the Battery
mestings, writes, from the City Point Hospital, that two days after join-
ing his regiment he was engaged in the third battle of Halcher's Bun. He
wiss spared throngh this for another conflict, which lasted a week, Overcome
Ty the fatigne and exposare of this protiacted strogele, ho was obliged to go
to the hospital. e had a friend here in his Baviour. * My trust,”™ he
writes, ** grows stronger in my God, daily.® * = * * &7 feel thad, if it
lnd not bean for you, and the other brothers theat met with us at the borracks
ut your city, T shoald now have besn numbered with the dead, and my soul
would be in everlusting perdition; for the Bible tells s that the wicked shall
not live out half their day=™ At & later date he writes from Washington, “1
am happy to state that my fith is stong in the Lord,™ * * ¢ ¢ “Qn.
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glead of spending my time in playing eaeds, I spend it in reading His Holy
Word, and in so doing I find pence and comfort.”

In this connection it moy be mentioned, that soon after the opening of the
Boldiers’ Hest, at Fourth Avenne, near Twenty-seventh Street, a meeting was
orgonized thers nunder the anspices of the Associstion. This meeting is under
the dircction of Prof. O, H. Gardner, of the Gardner Institote, and is held on
Bunday afternoons.  We believe it 18 prodoctive of much good, though the
influence exerted is but & tempornry one.

The Committes have recently opened a Bunday serviee on board the iron-
oind sfenmer Roancke, Iying in the harbor. The steamer hes sboub three
hundred men and officers on boprd, and no chaplein, Through the conrtesy
of hor officers the work hes been much feeilitated. In connection with the
* meeting o distribution of religions reading matter is made ench Sabbath,
which is greatly appreciated by the sailors,

In closing this report, the Committes wonld tender their grateful aclmowl-
edgments to Prof. C. H. Gardner for his aetive and efficient aid and Christian
sympathy in this work; also, for bis agency in procuring a cabinet orgnn for
the Buttery Burracls; we extend our thanks also to those who kindly con-
triboted townrds this object.

We are alzo indebted to the ladies who have cheerfuly nssisted in the musie,
and cheered the goldier by their presence and their personal efforts,

We are under obligations to the following gentlemen who have offieiated
at the different services: Rev. Chatles Whitehend, Rev. Charles H. Payson,
Rev. John Roston, Prof. C. H. Gardner, Bev, H. B. Dechert, J. B. Marvin,
Cheplain, T 8. A., Balph Wells, D. G. Grieve, B, W. Dana, E. B. Wells, J.
Trooy, and Joseph Gaylord.

We owa our acknowledgments also to the U. B. Banitary Commission and
American Tract Bociety, for dopationa of religions reading and hymn books,

We wonld here extend our eordial thanks to Mr. George ¥, Dressor, the
eonrteons Librarian at the Barracks, for his kind eo-operntion and active aid.

Tni behnlf of the Committee.
B. B. POOL, Chairman.

Report of Hospital Committee,

I beg lenve to submit the following report of the doings of the Hospital
Committes of the Associntion, nnd, although it may sppest Ints, (neatly thres
years hoving passed since the appointment of that Committes, ) yet, when we
pongider that the stirring events of the last four yesrs have now taken their
allotted place in history, snd the glorions sun of pence, rising above the
slouds that énshronded it iz mow casting its cheering rayd nervoss our path,
it Lehooves na to glance back for n moment, and review some of our labors
during that period, in order thal we may consider whether they have boen
produetive of any good.

Tha members of the Board of Direetors of the Association, of 1662, will re-
member their eprly meeting in that year, when it waa resolved that new and
mote energetic efforts should be put forth for the accomplishment of the ob-
jects for which the Association wis formed, and thet, by the gmee of God, it
ghould thenceforth peenpy & position of grenter nsefulness. It is only neces-



eary to point to its mbsequent career and present condilion to leam whether
the farvent prayers of the members of that Bonrd have been answered,

At that moeting, it plonsed the Bonrd, nmong other objeots, to appoint o Oom-
mittoe whoges business ik shonld be to frnish might watehiers for the soldiers
bospitals of our city, and Nasos B. Cotoss, Woineas A, Maxrss, aod the
undersigned wors placed npon that Commitiee.

Bteps wereat once taken 5 organize u band of young men for this parpose,
nnd proangements were mads to sopply two of the hospitals, namely: the
Ladies’ Homa for Sick and Woumnded Soldiers, comer of Glst Steoet and Lex-
ington Averne; and e Seldiers’ Dupartment of Ballovie Hospital,

It is mot intended to ontor npon the details of this work, bat simply (o give
a brief summary of what has been done, that the result may be more readily
reachad,

The summer and full of 1862 constituted & sud period in the history of onr
city, ns well as of our Nation. The bloody batiles which were then fought
poured into our hospitals & constant flood of haman saffering, and ad limes
the buildings provided, large s they wers, wore fillad to overflowing, and the
energies of thoss in charge were taxad (o the oimost.

At this Hme, st the eall of your Commilles, & band of young men came for-
ward, mauy of them members of this Associntion; and enrolled their anmes
npon tho list of watchers. It is not casy, without a trial, to renlize tho maeri-
fices to ba undergone in leaving the comforts of a home, after s day of toil, to
speni the dreary might in still grester toil in the sickly wards of the hospital,
and this too, week afler week, through ihe mmmer and fall, when ot peo-
ple are secking recrention and pleasure in the coantry, Dut this compuny of
goldiers of the Lord, to the number of about thres hundred, eame ab thelr ap-
pointed thwes, and took their places withont & murmur,

In the bhospital the scene wes varied. In the wards for the wounded a
sense of cheerfolness prevailed. The soldiers all seemod happy at the thonght
of having sacrificed somoething for their conntry; while in the fever wards,
where there was greater depression of spirit, the heart was sickened by the
gronns and sflerings of tho patients,  In some wards but little was required,
except watchfulness and care in the administering of medicines; while in
others it was a continoged labor from boginning to end—mno intermission, no
rest. Here a wound {o bo dressed, thate 8 prescription to be administernd,
ab another place a word of comfort for some unhappy soul.  Here o man dy-
ing of consumplion, with the near prospeot of heaven or bell befora him—
thera a vigtim of rebel Larbarity, npon whom neglect, in a Southern prison,
had entailed  life of misery, in marked contrast with the rebel soliier in an
adjoining ward, receiving the same kind sitention as onr own defenders.
Snch work troly required the strongest nerve, the stoulost heart; the greatest
love for Clrist and Christian duoty.  And it was certainly nothing bul that
love thnt kopt those solf-saerificing men at their posts whenever duty ealled
them to meet the dangors and privations of the sick room.

Bat it is not necessary or proper that I should present a long statement of
these mattoms.  In the fall, the changes in the Government arrangement of
the hospitals rendered the farther attendance of the wilchers Imneeessary w
n physiond nid, and the enterprise was discontinued.

Of the good sccomplished during that time itis impossible even to surmise,
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We have eonfidenca thal some experienced a change of heart How deep
that change was, and how many wers reached, will never be known in this
world, In the stillness of night, when the silence was only broken by o groan
from some poor sufferar, It seemed os though God had selooted His own tHme
and place for the working of His truth; and the words that were spoken (here
by those Christian men, pointing 1o the foot of the cross, mnst have fullen
upon some fortile soil.

God, in His merey, grant thet meny, many dear sonls may have thore
learned the way of sslvation, and thet we all may one day meet them in
Heaven, among the sainis who have pasted throngh great tritmlation, and
whoss garments have been washed in the blood of the Lamb.

In behalf of the Commities,
JAMES 8. STEARNS,

New Your, May, 1863, Late Chairman of Hospifal Commillee.

Besolutions of the New York Young Men's Christian
Association.
Adopted nt n mesting of the Associntion hold nt the Rooms, April 176, 18635

Whereas God, in his Providencs, his removed fogm this earth Abrahinm
Lineoln, the President of the United Biates, n man slmple and ehildlike;
truthful In intercourss; earnest in purposs; meek in spirit: pore in heard;
ilinstrious in deeds, and Christian in-all his wars; and

Wiereas (od hes likawiss permitted to be stricken down our Chisf Coan-
wellor of Slate;

Hesolved, That we bow to His high purpose in perfect fuith, knowing that
Our Hesvenly Father doeth all things well, and that we moum for the good
man who has gone before, as children monmn for their Mther, and (hat we
offer our fervent prayers for the recovery of our Secretary of State.

Resoleed, That we recognize in thess wisailts the lumiliar hand of that syvs-
tem of mesasiination which for eighty yours has embittored the couneils of oor
country; stricken down Benators in Congress; repressed free speech; bought
and sold, and whipped the laboring claes; and more recently has starved to
death prisoners of war and deluged a nation in blood; and that we will never
rest till itn inspirer, slavery, that saom of all villanies, is extirpated from the
land.

Ttesolped, Thot we humble ourselves in contrition for the sesent by un given,
in times past, to this system of sin, and devoutly promise for the future
& mare perfact eonformity to that freedom wherewith Christ has mads us free.

Resofved, Thatin the sacoession to the Presidency of the late Vice-Prosident,
o man of the peopls, who has snffered deeply by the rebellion, we see tha
hand of a just God; and we offer our penyers that the Holer of Nations
give him grace, wisdom and firmness of purpose to falfdl adght the datios o
his exalted office.

Resolpad, That when we reflect that this act, by which n nation is thrown
into moaming and a government threalened with contusion, was effected
throngh the Instrumentality of yonng mon, we profoundly foel the necensiiy
for o more united snd enroest effort on the partof our Associstions to care for
the morals and habits of the young mon of America

3
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Yovss Mes's Cuneriaw Assoctation, 44 Kexsmiw BToenT.

Lrvemroor., Moy 3d, 1865,

Drax Baeruzex—] bave the sad privilege of handing you the inclosed
reanlutions, relerring o the horrid murder of your late beloved Proaidant, and
you will kindly lay them bafore your Association. No eveni has cansed such in-
tense excitament in this conntry, and the heart of the nation shnddered at the
news, from ons extromity of the kingdom {o the othar, That one 5o honest,
good and moble—nobla not by birth, bot in the highest sonse of the word—
while at his post, and just afler speaking words of poace and kindliness townrds
Liie enemmies, ahould have baen airucle down by a cowardly assnssin, o fanalie,
whose pame will be execrated through all time, and whose grave will be with
Cain and Judas Iscariol—words sannot express the sorrow and (ndignation
that have filled all hearts in this country, from the Queen o the meanest
of her subjects; and it has given great satisfaction hero ihat our beloved
Boversign has specially written to Mra. Linsoln.

Assuring you of my heartiest sympathy,
I remain yours frternaily,
WAL H. NEWETT,
Honorary Secrelary.
To the Secrelaries of the
T M. . Asspoialion, New York.

Touxo Mex's CHmsTIas Assoorarion, 44 Ressiaw Staoer,

Lirexnroos, April 290k, 1865,

At a meeting of the moembers of the Young Men's Christian Association of
Liverpool, hold on Baturday evening, Apeil 20th, 1885, the following resalo-
tions were passed unanimously: :

Resolved, That the members of the Liverpool Young Men's Christian
Assoolation desire to expross to thair brethren of the kindred Associalions
in the United Biates, their ntier detestation and horror at the cowandly asmas-
sinption of President Lincoln, and to sympathise and condole with them in
their national beresvoment,

Itesolved, That the foregoing resolation be signed, on behall of the members,
by the President, Treasurer, Chairman of the Bosrd of Mansgement, and
Becrolaries, and forwarded to ths New York Association, for diffasion among
the Young Men's Christian Associations of the United Btates, and for pre-
‘kentation ob their noxt Annual Convention. Signed aceordingly.

ROBERT H. FORREST,
Inoumbent of St Andrews, President,

JOHN PATTERSON, Treaswrer.

JOHN HARRISON, Chairman of Foand.

WILLIAM H, NEWETT, Honorary Secrelary.

JOHN DUXNING, Seerefary.
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THE NEW YORK

Houng Men's Eheistian Xssociafion,

[ FOUNDED JULY 18, 1852.)

—_——

Rooms, No. 161 Fifth Avenue, cor. of 22d Street.

OPEN FROM 8 O°0LOCE, A.M., TO 10 O'CLOCK P.M., DAILY.

-——

READING ROOM FREE TO YOUNG MEN.

MONTHLY MEETINGS,

Tug Srarep Moxrany Meenives or e Associaron are Leld on
the Fourth Monday evening of ench month.

T Reovian Meerses oF e Boanp or Maxacers are held on
the Second and Fourth Batmday evenings of each month,

Bk Crasa for youngs men every THURSDAY evening, at 8 o'clock,
conducted by Rev. Joseph T. Duryea.

Fuee Lecrurezs every alternate Welwesday evening doring the
winter, =

Priaver Mectings aud other religions cxercises are held at varions
points in the eity, nnder the anspices of the Association.

Mewhers ehamging their vesidences will plense notify the Corresponding
Soeretary at the rooms,

-———

ALL YOUNG MEN, especially STRANGERS, are cordially invited to visit the rooms
and attend the mestings of the Amociation.

- -

Donations of Fonds for the Associntion, or Books for the Library,
will be gratefully received.

All Comnunnieations relating to the Association shonld be address
i tib

ROBERT R. McBURNELY,
Correspanding Secvelmy,
No. 161 FIFTH AVENUE.
g INTRODUCE YOUR FRIENDS TO THE ROOMS -5a

:
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FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE ASSOCIATION.

—— =

I give and bequeath to " Toe New Yore Youse Mex's Constias

Aszogiation,” dncorporated wnder an Aet of the Legislabure of the

State of New York, the sum of ... rinnd the receipt of the Treasu-

I\j_‘ﬂ' Iiﬂmf shall b a :H_,’I'{:'wnl' r.fl.:-nlnrm: 1o my creentors _,r'nr the some |






