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y which I DARE not disregard, and avoiding, as I shall carefully

: do, all disclosures but such as are requisite to authenticate
the facts and develope. the system, I. will .not flinch from
whatever responsxblhty the pcrformance of my duly involves,
however painful,ih some! instances; it may be to others as
well as to myself.

o

I arrived in Jamaica on the 3rd of \eptember, 1832, 1
was sent out by & respectable West India house in London,
under the patronage of a relative of mine, who is a partner
in that house; being {urnished with a recommendation to
their acting attome)k in the island, with a view to be em-
ployed either in a store, or as a book-keeper upon a plnnta-
tiom. ~~ . o oam e

Prevxously to my. arriv al, in. J a.malca, I had no c1ear con-
ception of the nature of Colonial Slavery; and my antici-
pations in regard to the treatment and condition of the slaves
were favourable rather than otherwise. Itso happened, that,
excepting what T bad seen” in" newspapers; "L had never read
a single publication against Colonial Slavery, and had never
either attended a pubhcmeetmg, or heard a lecture delivered |
on the subject.” T was, in fact, orle of those individaals sho t
believe that there is more rea/ slavery in England than in b
any of her colonies.  Many a time T had blamed such gen-
tlemen as Mr. Buxton, Dr. Lushmglon, and others, for

* making so much-ado in Parliainént aboat Coloniad Slavery, d
" and neglecting (as 1 conceived) the slavery of the poor-factary |
- childrén at home, with whose’condition Lwas well acquainted, ;
having been all my life resident in'a manufactunng district, fl
and concerned, with some - of my relatives, in .the blanket
* business, at Heckmondwike, near Leeds. What tended :te §
_confirm me mueh in these views was the perusal of the last ¥
*Order in Council for the Ameliotation of Slavery, which 1 1‘
understood to have been sent outfor adoption in st oor |’
slave colonies.” A copy of this document had ‘been sent by !
a member of parliament to the Central Committee at Ticeds,
on the Factory System, of which 1 was a member, in orderto [!
enable us to judge whether the:condition of the West India |}
staves or that of the factory ‘children was preferable ; and 4
~ the conclusion which I ¢ame to upon ita perusal, and under !
the persuasion that it had been generally adopted, was this— |
that, all things considered, the condition of the negro ala\e«q
was much preferable to that of the factory child. And with|{
these 1mpressxous I Ia.nded at St. Ann’s Bay, in Jamaica !
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‘The’ day that I landed,. I was informed, hy a clerk of the _
manager’s, that a horse.would be sentdown from New Ground
estate for me.next morning; and that 1 would have to remain
on that estate till I heard from the manager, or attorney of
the proprictors, who was then at ‘his own propertv, about
sixteen miles from the Bay. :

: The - same day I dined at St. Anno’s Bay, on board the
vessel I arrived in, in company with several colouists, among
whom was Mr. Hamilton Brown, representative for the parish
of St. Annin the Colonial \ssembly Some reference having
been made to the new Order in Council, I was rather startled
ta hear that gentleman swear by his Maker that that Order
should never be adopted in Jamaica ; nor would the planters
of Jamaica, he said, permit the interference of the Home
Government with their slaves in any shape. A great deal was
s3id by him. and others present about the ha.ppmess and -
comfort enjoyéd by the slaves, and the many advantages
possessed by them of which the poor in England were desti-
tyte, Among other circumstances mentioned in proof of
this, Mr. Robmson, a wharfinger, stated that a slave in
that town had sent out printed “cards to invite a party of
his negro acquaintance to a supper party. = One of these
cards was handed to Mr. Hamilton Brown, who said he would
ptesent it to the Governor, as a proof of the comfortable con-
dition of the slave population. This,and other circumstances
then mentioned, tended to confirm the notions I bad brouzht
from England respecting slavery in Jamaica; and, althongh
I was somewhat shocked and staggered by secing the same
day the Methodist chapel at St. Ann’s Bay lymg in ruins.
as it had been deﬂtroved by the whites six months before,
and by learning that the Missionarics were no longer per-
mitted to preach in that parish, I neverthieless left the place
Rext morning with my favourable iinpressions respectiny the
condition of the slaves not materially abated. These im-
pressions, however, I was not permmed long 1o indulge. ’

I proceeded on horseback to New Ground estate the next

day On my way thither, I saw much majestic and beautiful
scenery, and enJoyed the prospect exceedmwlv, until I came’
in sight of a gang of negroes at work. Most -f them were
females ; and they were superintended by a driver, with the
cart-w lnp in his hand. Just as ['rode past, the driver cracked
his whxp, and crled out, “ Work! work!” T hey were ma-~
furing the canes, and carrying the m~nure in baskets on
1he1r hcads. It appeared o me s, rusting]y dlrty work
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for the moistare from the mannre was dripping thréugh He
baskets, and running down the bodies of the negroes. Thie
sight annoyed meé considerably, and raised dome doiibts b
to the preferable condition of W est india dlavés to faetory
children. The enchumné scenery and beautiftil hurihing
birds no longer amused me; andthe tbqndelnt crack of
the cast-whip, sounding in my ears as I rodé along, excited
feelings of vn&‘unplewnﬁ description.

. On reaching the estate, I waii repeived in the thoat fﬂebini
manneti by the ovemeetdeti\d en‘:;amed with ‘Wﬂl lhdlab:
hospitality. | thay, some ries ab to
st?t}e)oftmgsmiglm beganwenlwmtb#mﬁh-
able condition of the da\'ee and, pointing to ;ome
coopers who were working in the yard, a,sked if T could per-
ceive any difference between the condition of these slaves abd
that of English labourers. I owned I could not : they séemed
to work with great regularity nd apparent good bumaoir.

- Immediately afterwards, the overseer called out, in b very
‘anthoritative tone, * Blow shell” A large conch abéll waa
then blown by one of the domestic slaves, and in a few i
nutes four negro drivers made their appearance in front of
the house, accompanied by six common negroes. ‘The drivers
had each a long staff in his hand wd a large cart whip
coiled round his shoulders. to be very stont
athletic men. They stood before the 1 door, and the over-
- seer put on his bat and went oat to thein, whilé I sat at the
open window and observed the scenewhxh followed, — having
been informed that the other six negroes were to be puhished.

When the overseer went out, the four driveu gave hith ah
account, on notched tallies, of their hall day s work, and re-
ceived fresh orders. The overseer then dsked a few queihohi
of the drivers resperth:& the offences of the jix alaves brou
up for punishment. No question wea asked of the eulpnte
themselves, nor was any explanation waited fox. Senience
was instantly prono , and instantly carried into exécu

The first was 3 man of about thirty-five years of age.
was what is called a’ n-lweper, or, cattle berd ; and - 5&
offence was having au | a mule 1o go astray. At ibe
command of the overseer he pmceeded 10 strip off part of his
clothes, and laid himself flat on his belly, bis back uiid
buttocks nncovered. Omne of the drivers then ocoth-
menced fl him with the cart-whip. This whip Is abotit
ten feet long. with a short stout handle, and is an instrunetit
of terrible power. Iziswhixled by the operator roukid his
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head, and then breusht down with o rapid moton of the
asuz upon the recumbent victim, causing the blood to spring
atevery etyoke. When I'saw this spectacte, now for the first
time erbvibiwd' before my eyes, with all its revolting nc-
compadiments, and ssw the degraded and mangled victim:
writhing and grouning under the infliction, 1 felt horror-
struck. I tremblad, and turned sick : but being determined-
to see the whole to an end, I kept my station at the window.

The sufferer, writhing like a wounded worm, every time the
lash cut across his body, cried out, *“ ford! Lord! Lord !
When he had received about twenty lashes, the driver
stopped to pull up the poor man’s shirt (or rather smock:
frock), which bad worked down upon his galled posteriors.
The autferer tben cried, * Think me no man? tbink me po
man ™ By that exclamation I understood bim to say,
» Think you I bave not the feelings of a man »* The flog-
ging was instantly recommenced and ocontinued ; the negro
continuing to cry *“ Lord! Lord! Lord ! till thirty-nine
lastfes had been inflicted. When the man rose up from the
ground, I perceived the blood oozing out from the lacerated

and tumified where be had been flogged; and he
grestly exhausted. But he was instantly ordered
off to bis usual occupation.

- The next was a young man, apparently about eighteen or
nineteen years of age. He was forced to uncover himself
atd lie down in the same mode as the former, and was beld
down by the bands and feet by four slaves, one of which
was a young mdn who was bimself to be flogged next. This
lattér was s mulatto—the offspring, as I understood, of some
Buropean formerly on the eéstaté, by a negro woman, and
consequently born to slavery. These two youthe were flog-
ged exactly in the mode already described, and writhed and

under the lash, as if enduring great agony. The

malatts bled most, and appeared - to ‘suffer most acutely.

seceived each thm}-aine lashes. Their offence was

some deficiency in the miance of the task prescribed

to them. - They were mdendtogomtbetrgmgu
ueual in the aflerncon st cane-catting. -

young women of about the same age were, one after

the other, then ldid down and held by four men, their back

‘tost indecently uncovered, and thirty nine Jashes of

the bloodqﬂalned whiﬁ inﬁicud upon each poor creature’s
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Lord !” They seemed also to suffer acutely, and were ap-  {u
parently a good deal lacerated. Another woman (the sixth
eficnder) was laid down and uncovered for the lash; but T
at the intercession of onc of tle drivers she ‘was reprieved.
The offence of these three women was similar to that of the gy
two young men—some detalcation in the amount of labour.  ne
. The overscer stood by and witnessed the whole of this g
cruel operation, witk: as wuch seeming indifference as if he |y
had been paying them their wages. I was, meanwhile, per- ey
fectly unmanned by mingled horror and pity.  Yet I have’ iy
no reason to believe that the natural feelings of this young: b
- man (wliose age did not exceed twenty-four years) were less i
huinane or sepsitive than my own.  But such is the callous- @l
ness which constant fawiliarity with scenes of craelty engen--
ders.  He had been a book-Kecper for four years previously® ok
on another estate belonging to, the same proprietors, and  af
had been appointed overseer on this estate only a few months .
before. - His reception -of me when 1 arrived was so klf‘d: vas
frank, and cordial, that I could not have believed hl}’“‘u ey
had I not seen it with my own.eves; 1o be capab[e of inflitt-:  nt
ing such crueity on a fellow-creatpre. - Py
As soon as this scene was over, the overseer came into .the, 2
hall, and asked e to drink some rum and water with bim, — pla
I told him I was sick, and could taste nothing : that I was: M
in fact overwhelmed with.hotror at the .scene I had .J‘?st--’ s
witnessed.. He said, it was not a pleasant dsly certaiBly>» ser
but it was an indispensable one; ana-that I would soon get:
used, as others did, to such spectacles. T asked if he found ' i
it necessary to inflict such punishments, ﬁjequently. He a
replied, it was uncertain; I may not,” he said, «have :0 ) 8
do it again this month, or 1 mway have to do it to-morrow. €
This, my first full view of West India Slavery, occurret. b
on the 4th of- Scptember, 1832, between twelve and two- Y
o’clock, being the day after my landing in the island, and” o
within an hour after my. arrival on the plantation. I
I resided on New Ground estate, {frow the time of my affi~r
val in the beginning of Septewber, and exclusive of some: !
occasional absences, altogether fully seven weeks; and !
during that period, T witnessed with my own eyes the reqular’;
flogging of upwards of twenty negroes. I heard -also - o
many other negrogs being flogged by order of the overseera

" hogk-keeyers, in.the field; while T resided on thg_&‘?ﬂ‘&”-—‘

T sl
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ebservation. Neither do Iinclude in this account the slighter

" flogzings inflicted by the drivers in superintending the

o

L

t,

working gangs, —which I shall notice afterwards.

The following are additional cases of which I have a dis-
tinct recorlecllon But I have retained the precise date of
enly one of these cases (the 12th) from having found it
recessary to destroy almost all my papers, in consequence
of the threats of the Colonial Unionists.

1st. A slave employed in the boiling-house. He was a
very stout negro, and uncommonly well dressed for a slave.
He was laid down on the - ground, held by two men, ana
flogged on the naked breech iu thé mode 1 have described,
reieivinor 39 lashes. T was afterwards assused by one of
the book- I\Lepcrs that this' regro had really committed ne
effcnce, but that the overseer “had him punished to spite &
book-keeper under whose charge this slave was at the time,
and with whom he had a difference ; and, as he could not
floy the b00k-Leeper, he ‘flogsed the slave. Such at least
was the account 1 received from a third party, another book-
keeper. [ could scarcely have given credit to such an alle-
eation, had I not heard of similar cases on other plantations,
en authority I had no cause to doubt.

2nd.and 3rd. 'T'wo young-women. This punishment took
place one evening on the barbecue, where pimento is dried.
Mr. M<Lcan, the ( overseer, and I, were sitting in the window

seat of his lnll, and I was just remarking to him that I ob-
served “the drivers took great pride in being able to crack
their whlps loud and well. While we were thus conversmg,
the gang of young slaves, émployed in plucking pimento,
came in with their basket-loads. The head book-keeper, as
usual, proceeded to examine the baskets, to ascertain that
each slave had - .duly performed the task allotted. The
baskets of two poor girls were pronounced deficient ; and the
book-keeper immediately ordered them to be ﬂogged The
overseer did not interfere, nor ask a single question, the mat-
ter not being deemed of sufficient importance to require his
interference, though this took place within a few yards of -
the open window where we were sitting. One of the girls
was ‘instantly ldid down, her back parts uncovered in the
usual brutal and indecent manner, and the driver com-
menced flogging—every stroke upon her fesh giving a lead
erack, and the wretched creature at the same time calling
oyt .in .agony, “Lord! Lord! Lard!” «That,” said the

—aeaine to me, with a chucking laugh, « that is
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he teet eracking. hr G~ "% Tie other ferale was then
fogged, also 03 the bare poste:icis, Sut not gnite s0 severely.
They recetved,’as usval, each 39 lashes.
4th & 6th. On another occasion ] saw two girls, from 10 to
"3 years oi age. flogged by order of the overseer. They be-
longed to the second gang, emploved in cane-weeding, and
tere accused of having been idle that morning. Two other
girls of the same age were brought up to hold them down.
‘Lhey got each 39.

Gth & 7th. After this T saw two young men flogged (very .
veverely) in the cooper’s yard. I did not learn their offence..

Sth. On another occasion, a man in the road leading from .
New Ground s Golden Spring. We met this man while
riding out, and for some offence which I did pnot learn (for
by that time I had found my enquiries on such points had.
become offensive), the overseer called a driver. from the feld,
&nd ordered him 39 on the spot.

9th & 10th. Two young men before breakfast, for beving .
slept too long. They were mule-drivers, and it being then.
erop time, they had been two days and a night previously at
work without sleep. As the overseers and I were going oot.
at day-break (the sun was not yet up), we found them only
putting the harness on thelr mules. They ought, aceording
to the regulations then prescribed on the plantation, to bave:.
een out half an bour sooner; and for this offence they re-
t:gived a very severe flogging.

11th. A girl who had been missing for some days, having
-oxconded from tbe plantation for fear of punishment.

I shall mention only other two cases which particalatly -
excited my sympathy ; for, after a few weeks, although my..
rnoral abhorrence of slavery continued to Increase, my een-.
sibility to the sight of physical suffering was so. grently,
abated, that a common flogging no longer affected me o the.
very painful degree that I at firet experienced.

12th. The first of these two cases was that of a lpn{rbi
woman, the mother of several children. She wasbrought up
1o the overseer’s door one morning ; and one of, the drivers..
who came with her accused her of having stolen a fow!. Some..
feathers, said to have been found in ber hut, were exhibited

* The cnrt-whi'p, when wielded by a vigorous arm, gives forth a
‘oo Ireport, which, without any exaggeration, may be likened to
report of a small pistol. I have often heard it distinctly a¢ twe
acdd, LA00a.4 0+ , —
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as evidence of her guilt. The overseer asked her if she would
iy for the fowl. Shesaid some thing in reply, which I did
not clearly understand.  The question was repeated, and a
similar reply sgain given. The overseer then said, « Puther
down.” On xg'n‘s the woman set up a shriek, and rent the air
with bér cries of terror.  Her countenance grew quite ghostly,
aad her i{)ﬂ bécame pale and livid. T wasclose to her, and
particalarly noticed ber remarkable aspect and express:on of
ooufite: e. The overseer swore fearfully, and repeated his
Order—* Put herdown!” The woman then craved permission
Yie 8omé covering round her nakedness, which she was
lowed to do.  She was then extennded on the ground, and
eld dc'ﬁvi)-by twonégroes. Her gown and shift were literally
orn from hér back, and, thus brutally exposed, she was sub-
jected to the cart-whip. The punishment inflicted on this
poor creature was inhumanly severe. She was a woman
somewhat plump in her person, and the whip being wielded
with great vigour, every stroke cut deep into tL.e flesh. She
writhéd and twisted her body violently under the infliction—
moaning Toudly, but uttering no exclamation in words,
except once when she cried out, eéntreating that her naked-
Deés might not be indecently exposed,—appearing to
duffer, fipin mnatronly modesty, even more acutely on ac-
pount of her mdeeen{ exposure, than the cruel laceration of
er body. But the overseer only noticed Lier appeal by a
brutal yy iSIm .gross to be repeated), and the floguing
continued.  Disgusted a3 T was, I withessed the whole to
olode. T numbered the lashes, stroke by stroke, and countd
,~thus excgeding by eleven the number allowed by the
‘Colonial law tq be inlicted 2t the arbitrary will of the master
or manager. This was the only occasion on which T saw tle
dogal number of 39 lashes éxceeded, bat 1 never knew the
‘overséér or bead book-keeper give less than 39.  This poor
‘¥ictim ‘was shockingly lacerated. 'When permitted to rise,
#he again shrieked violently. The overseer swore roughly,
and threatened, if sbe was not quiet, to puther down again.
He then ordered her to be taken to the hot-house or hos-
‘pital, and put in the stocks. She was to be confined in the
stocks for several nights, wh’e she worked in the yard
during 'the day atlight work. She was too severely mangled
_0 be able to go to the field for some days. This flogging
0ok place on the 27th of September.
. j3th The flogging of an old man, about 60 years of age,
-4 thelast case I shall mention. ' He was the third driver upon
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the estate,—there being five altogether, whose sole en’;pléjf
ment was literaily driving, or coercing by the whip, the negro.
population to labour. With this old man I had had some
conversation, and felt particularly interested in him; for hig
silvery locks and something in his aspect reminded me power-
fully of my aged father, whom I had left in Fngland. . He
had been upon the estate a great number of years. He told
me that not one of the necroes belonging to the gang he
wrought in when he first came to New Ground was now alive,
He came up to the overseer’s door at shell-blow " ene da{,,
and gave in, as is the practice, on a tally or bit of notched stick,
his account of the half day’s work of the gang he superin,
tended. The overseer was dissatisfied—said it was insufficient
—and ordered him to get a flogging.  The old man' said,
« Well, Busha, me could have dohe no better, had you been
standing by.” Then, groaning deeply, he laid down his staff
and whip, unloosed his clothes, and lay quietty down to be
flogged without being held.  One of the other drivers, who
had been called forward, appeared very reluctant to perform
the office; but, on the overseer swearing a rough oath or
two, he proceeded to inflict the usual punishment of 39 lashes,
The old man, looking up in the overseer’s face imploringly,
cried out after every stroke for several minutes, « Busha!
Busha ! Busha !”” but seeing no signs of relenting; he ceased
to call on him, expressing his feelings only by groans. I
was deeply affected by the sight, and felt at the moment
that these groans were an awful appeal to the judgment-
seat of Him who heareth the cry of the oppressed. = When
the punishment was over, and the poor man arose, the other
drivers looked at each other, and shook their heads, but ut-
tered not a word. They dared not. S
In conversing with the overseer about these floggings, I
had more than once expressed the pain and horror I felt
.at seeing that negro slavery was accompanied by so’much
suffering. The overseer endeavoured to persuade me, con-
trary to the evidence of my own senses, that the ‘punishm"ents
were not severe, and assured me that there were, moreover,
negroes who had never been flogged in their lives. I after-
wards questioned the head book-keeper, .Mr. Burrowes, on
this point, and asked him if he could point out.a single
working negro on the estate, male or female, single or'mar-
ried, who had not been flogged? After sonfe re%ection}'he
veplied, that he could not specify & single one who had not
°n punished with the cart-whip. Now there were 277 _
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slaves on that estate, of whom a very small proportion were
children, and yet a man who had been among them for only
two years did not know of one (with the exception of mere
children) who had not been once or oftener subjected to this
cruel, degrading, and revolting punishment.

After these conversations, I made every exertion to ascer-
tain- this fact, by making enquiries among the slaves them-
selves, as opportunities occurred. The general reply to
such interrogations was—¢ Ah! Massa, me been flog many
a.time by Busha >’ On putting the question to an aged ne-
‘gro, who had formerly béen employed to take care of the
sheep, but was now in the stable, he said he had been flogged
‘many a time. ¢ And what were you flogged for?*’ 1 en-
quired. ¢ When sheep go stray—when sheep sick—when
‘sheep die —then,” said he, “ Busha put me down and flog
‘me till me bleed.” «.And how many lashes,” 1 asked,
J¢did Busha ever give'you?” «“Ah! Massa,” said “the
poor old man, ¢when me down na ground, and dey flog me
‘till me.bleed, me someting else to do den for count de lashes.”
“This same man, as he was saddling my horse on the day I
“finally left the estate, made a remark that struck me. < Now,
Massa,” said he, “ you see how poor negro be *pressed (op-
"pr?lssed). . ‘We no miud de work —but dey ’pess us too too
bad.” " L ' -

; I asked another negro, a married man, and the father ofa

family, if cither he or his wife had ever been flogged? He

‘replied, that both he and his wife had been flogged frequent-

ly; and further remarked, that it wasvery disheartening that

‘after’ trying * to be good negro,”” they could not escape the

lash any more than the worst slaves on the estate. This man

*was_a Baptist—a very religious and exemplary man. ~ He

“had been.a member of the Baptist chapel at St. Ann’s Bay,

. which I saw lying in ruins. He could read a little, and I
‘gave him ahymn book.”

This last-mentioned slave was a carpenter. I therefore
‘asked the head carpenter (a Scotchman, named W alden), if
" he had ever flogged this man?  He replied that he had, and
*added, that he was obliged to flog all the slaves under his
“charge. He never took them out with him into the wood,
" ke said, without the cart whip, so that if any of them did net
" please him he might put him down and give him a flogging.
* I asked others similar questions, and received, in every
! instance," answers to the same effect—all proving the trath
¢ of the head  book-keeper’s_ statement, that he knew not a

‘ _ single working slave on the estate who had not been flogged
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I may here mention, that on meeting with a slave of the
name of Johnstone, belonging to the neighbouring estate of
Green Park, I aeked him if he had ever flogged ? He
replicd —« Yes, Massa, me been flog, and been work in chaing
three months and three days.” On enquiring further, 1
found this man’s offence was going to the Methodist chape}
(Mr, Whitehouse’s) ; and that for this offence be had been
cruelly tiogged by order of his owner, Mr Hurlock (not by
the overseer), and worked in chains for three monthes.

During my residence at New Ground, the St. Ann’s work-
house gang (of convict slaves) was employed in digging cane-
holes on the plantation. I bad thus frm&upnt opportunities
of seeing and conversing- with them. T shall pever forget
the impression I received from the first near view of these
wretched people. The sop of the captain, or superintepdent
of the workhouse (3 person named Drake), accompapled me
to the field the first day I went out to see this gong; snd, a8
we went along, he remarked that I should probably be some-
vhat shocked by their appearance, but ought to bear in mind

{that these negroes were convicted malefactors—rebels, thieves,
.and felons. On approaching the spot, I witnessed indeed o
arost affecting and appalling spectacle. The gang, consjeting
of forty-five negroes, male and female, were all ehained by
-the necks in couples; and, in one instance, I obsetrved a gan
and a woman chained together. Two stout drivers we
standing over them, each armed both with a cart-whip and
a cat-o’-nine tails. Nearly the whole gong were work
without any covering on the upper part of thejr :
on going up to them, with a view to closer inspection, 1 found -
that their backs, from the shoulders to the buttocks, were
scarred and lacerated in all directions, by the frequent appli-
cation of the cat and the cart-whip, which the drivers nsed
at diseretion, independently of eevercr floggings by order of
the superintendent. I could not find s single one who did
not bear on his body evident marks of this suvage discipling.
Some were marked with large weals, and with what in York-
shire we should call wrethes, or ridges of flesh healed over.
Gthers were crossed with long scabbed scars across the but.
tocks ; on others, again, the gashes were raw and recent.
. Altogether it wns the most horrid sight that ever my eyes
beheld. One of them had on a coarse shirt or smock frock,
. which was actually. dyed red with his blood. The drivers
strnck some of them severely, while I was present, for falling

behind the rank in theit work.
T 12 mim nf tha Aelvnbe what watse thia afluunsran Can
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which these people had been condemned. He replied that
; of them were convicts from Trelawney parish, who had
‘gomoerngd in the late rebelllon ; others were thieves and
mpawayp ; and, pointing out three individuals (two men and
mi’m) be mdéedm m&at these had been taken up while
martial law wag in force—for praying. 1 asked if I might
be permitted to spepk to these three persons; and, meeting
with no objection, I went forward and conversed with them.
Oge of them, whose name was Rogers, in reply to my en-
guiries, informed me that he had been condemned to the
workbouse gang for meeting with other negroes for prayer.
The other-men, whose name I bave forgot, told me this
a8 the secomd time that he had been sent to work in
_chains solely for this offenge —famely, joining with some of
Mis friends and relatives in pocisl prayer to his Maker and
‘Redegmer ! In order to agsure myself further of the truth of
.this.extraprdinary fact, I mede enquiry respecting it of some
«of the most intelligent negroes on' New Ground. estate, to
wham the, particulars connected with these people’s condem.
,Bation were koown, and reretved such full carroboration of
thejr statement ge left .me no doubt whatever of its truth,
» 1, I sopn found good reason to believe that op many
gsmates there are faw offences for which the unhappy slaves
. .ave punished with more certainty or séverity than praying.
lﬁ:ke. the superintendent of this workhouse gang, came
apqneotly to New Ground, while they were e;mp?oyed there,
Ao.8ee. that they did aufBicient “_'Ql‘kegfor it was paid for by the
. PYes); and one day he was invited by the overseer to dine
.with ps. (Afler dinper, while he.atd I were standing at the
, oy, he propasded to abuse the friends of pegro emancipa.
tian in England in very violent terms, and added, that if ever
.d nttered s word unfriendly to them (thé slave holders,) he
-wayld bave pleasure in cutting, my head off. Then,
~Sxsending arm, and pointing to his miserable gang, who
were ot worki, full i view, at Do great distance, he uttered a
Sragnendans ooth, and. said —* Oh ! if 1 had but Buxton and
_Aawshington cbained by the vecks in youder gang, [ would
qure them—thet would I, by G- ! We would be all right,”
- be added, *if thege devils would but let us alone.”—This
”zgn. Drake, as I was told by the overseer, has a salary of

B & . cWY'
1.may bere notice a few other Eartiwlo,rs illustrative of the
Jamaice plantation system, which fell under my observation.
On New Ground estate, there were about fifteen or sixteen

A
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.religious negroes who became personally known to.me, and
I heard that there were others. Those that I knew were
Baptists and Wesleyans. After they found they mlgbthavp

- confidence in me, they often explessed their deep regret for -

_the banishment of the missionaries. While J was there
they durst not be found praying logether 1f they had, they
would have been sure of a flog gging. * One of the proprietors
in England (my relative) had told me that I might preach
to the slaves on the estate, and attend to their religious in-
struction ; but 1 soon found that this would not be permitted
by their own Colonial agents. Indeed, the attorney, at odr
very first interview, expressly plohxblted me so much as to
mention religion to the negroes.

On Sunday there was no religious observance wbafever
on the estate, nor did I see or hear of any religious obsery-

“ance on any estate in’that parish. The whites usua}ly
occupy Sunday in visits t6 their brother overseersand book-
keepers on other estates ; orif at home, in playing atdraughts
and quoits. The negroes were all at work on their provnsto‘n
grounds, or in carrying their provisions to market, except the

" eooper’s gang, who were at work for the estate, but for \mgel

_ on that day, as the overseer assured me. ‘The negroe receive

only a few salt herrings from the estate, and" must neces-

" sarily employ the Sundays in cultivating their provision

. grounds. The law allows them only tw enty-snx week-dayl
in the year for this necessary work.

In week-days the negroes always wént to their work before
day-light in the morping ; on an average about five o’clock,
or a quarter {)ast five. They left off after dusk, or from a
quarter to half-past six in the evening. I hey had half an
" hour for breakfast,’ and sometimes an hour for dinnef, buit
generally not a full hour. During crop, which was proceed-
* ing while I was there, they worked in spells the whole of every
alternate nlgbt .that is to say, the spell that coinmenced 6n
Monday morning got no sleep till Tuesday night, workifig
all day in the field and all night in the boiling-house. -

The sufferings of the slaves from lhxs hard and continuops
_ labour, and from the. continval floggings of the drivers ‘o
exact it, are severe beyond deseription.” When they are
digging cane holes, they generally work all in a row ; and
it frequently bappens that the strong negroes outstnp the
weaker ones. Then it is that the drivers (who stand’in front
of the gang in holeing, but bekind in cane-cutting,) maxch
up to those who hate fallen baek in their work, and’ ﬂog them
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oh to f’mther exertion ; ; the drivers being themselves liable
to be ﬂogged, if the prescribed work is ‘ot duly executed
by their gang. I have seen the drivers put down slaves in
‘the field, and inflief, b.f their own discretion, from six to twelve
lashes with the cart- whxp I bave seen them order females
to stand at a convenient distance, and flog them as long as
they saw fit. 1 have frequently seen the "boatswain (as the
driver at the boiling-house is called) flog old and young, male
and female, in thxs ‘manner. One mght I saw this driver flog
a female slave very severe]y, and one blow, which struck her
in the face, caused her to scream out ‘violently: Upon en-
qulry, I found that this woman had a child in the hot-house
{or’ hospital,) and she had ventured to leave her work a
littie earlier than usual to sée her sick child. For this she
received the pumshment. On another occasion, I saw this
same boatswain put down a very handsome brown girl, and
give her ten lashes. The overseer was with me at the time,
and looked on, without making any remark. Another time
T saw the head driver, a very powerful man, give a tremen-
dous cut with the cart-whip to a female about fifty years of
age, who was cutting canes with the great gang. The over-
seer and one of the book- keepers were standing by with me,
but neither took the leastnotice. In fact, these floggings were
taking place incessantly upon the working negroes; inso-
much that T came to this conclusion, after some observation,
‘—that the slaves suffered more in the aggregate from the
driving in the field' than from the severer rerrulm‘ punish-
.mients inflicted by order of the overseer and book-keepers.
The drivers mvariably ‘flog negroes severely who happen
‘{o_be top late in coming out in the morning ; and it frequently
happeus, that when they oversleep their tlme, the negroes,
for. fear of punishment, run away for days or weeks from
*the estaté. “When they do return, as they generally do after
‘a short sp‘tce, it is with ‘the certainty of encounteting a tre-
mendous ﬂowmg from the overseer, and being condemned
to ‘sleep ‘évery night in the stocks for weeks running. I
*have frequently seen #ix. or seven of these runaways turned
out of the stocks in a morning, taken to the field to cut canes,
“and then brought back at night, to be again locked into the
‘stocks. The feat of punishment, I was told was the ordi-
nary cause of their beconrng mnaways. -

* 'Fhe tyrannical severity of the system may be aptly illus-
‘trated by another little incident which I shall here - mention.

~ One Sunday afternoon, while I was sitting, as usual, with -
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the overseer at the open window of the hall, an old negro
woman, apparently upwards of sixty years of agé,
forward, and begged leave to tell ber siory to ** Busba.’
She proceeded to state that she was now old and stiff; that
she had some infrmity in her knees, which ehe baréd to
exhibit to him ; that she was no longer able fo stand the field
of labour ; and under these circumstances, she pleaded to bé
allowed “ to sit down*—that is, to be reloased from the ragular
labour of the estate. The overseer refused her ii::;. ordéred her
two or three times to be gone, and said, ‘* she talked ilg'!‘.’sii
too well.” At length, on the old woinan still po&t:n ing ber
importunity, he lost patience, called one of the enlic
siaves, and ordered him to put the supplicant in the stockd.
To the stocks accordingly she was inetantly taken, ahd
confined in them every nig{t for a week ; eoi)tlh'uinjr to work
as usual in the field by day. At length, on the following
Sunday, she was begged off by the bead driver, and caine
to return thenks, in my prosence, to the overseer for her ré.
lease. And thus was quashed her supplicution for mitigatioa
of hard labour, ‘and other supplicants intimidated from ap-
pearing. L . L e
~ On conversing with Mr. M’Lean, (as 1 frequently did
when I first went to New Ground) nespectmgm&c ex{remz'.
severity of the system pursued on that estate, he assyred
me that he was far from being & harder task-master thad
other overseers on sugar plantations; aod 1o convince e
of this, he told me of “severities’”” (or rather atrocith
exercised on other estates in the same parish, far beyor
any which I witnessed on New Ground. I also heard of
extiaordinary instances of cruelty from others; -and I wos
told, by a resident in St. Andrew’s parich, that the fagging:
there were more severe than in St. Ann’s; switches oflﬁ
prickly ebony being frequently used after the cart-whip. But
? shall not attempt to detail what I learned only by hearsay,
although on the evidence of persons implicated in aupporting
the system. I can ouly vouch, of course, for wh;\tf mysel
‘witnessed ; and that most assuredly ‘I bave ratber softaned
than exaggerated. ' , o
The open and avowed licentiousness of the . plantation
_whites disgusted me almost-as much as the cruelty of the
system. At New Ground, the overseer, book-keepers, and
bend carpenter, all lived in the babitual practice .of rgross
end unblushing profligacy. The tremendous moral tyranny

4
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that may be, and unquvstionably often is, exercised 1n the
uncontrolled indulgence of this brutalizing vice, 1s as ob-

vious. a8 it is appalling.  One of the book keepers vo-

lantarily mentioned to me, that he had had twelve *“ negro
wives” within six months. I saw avother of the whites on

this estate give bis * housekeeper” (concubine), a cruel

beating with a supplejack while sbe was in a state of preg-

pancy, and for a very trifling fault. For refusing to degrade

mys¢lf by complying with * the custom of the country,” as

it was lightly termed, in this point, I was looked upon, as

I soon perceived, with mingled contempt and suspicion by '
the plantation whites generally. .

I shall now mention the circumstances which led to my
abandongient of the views I had in going out to Jamaica, and
obliged 1ae to retarn 1o England, after so short a residence,

Ajter 1 bad been.about a week o New Ground estate, I
:rndi:;,ipumiewnt St. Ann’s Bay with tllxe altorpey or ageut

.the. preprietors, to whose patronage 1 had been recom-
mq'.\d«r by my relative in En':;andﬁ told bim, that from
what I had seen of a planter’s life, I felt myself to be but iUl
adapted for that profession, and that I had resolved to aban-
dop all thoughts. of it; but, as I bed neither friend por uc-
quaintance, save himself, in that part of the island, I should
feel mych ipdebted to him if he would allow me to reman,

08 & residept merply, on the estgte, until I could hear fiom
a correspondent in Kingston, to whom I had written, request-
fog bim to make every possible exertion to procure me em.
playment . in a store, or any otber creditable occupation, by
which I might earn a live}ihood unconnected with the plan-
tation system. The attoruey asked the pame of the gentieman
to whom I bad written. I told him it was Mr. Pennock,
the Weslevan missionary; and informed him that I was a
member of that Soclety myself, and bad occasionally offi-
ciated as.8 Joos! mcber( befpre I left England. The attorney
seemed a good deal disconcerted by this Information. He
agsured. me. that Mr. Penpock could do nothing to assist me;
and added, that such was the feeling of the inhabitants of
Jaspaica againet the sectarians, that be himself, though he was
the. man of the greatest influence in that parish, wounld be
exposed to great odtum—perhaps peril —if the planters knew
that he. was patronizing a person of my character. “ They
would think nothing,” he said, pointing to tbe sea, « of
:hmwing me in there for that, and for no other offence.” Ax,
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added, that he would do the best he could te promote my
interests. Meanwhile, he advised me to remain on the estate, _
where, he said, as I disliked the system, I should have notling -
to do with it; but charged me to let no person know that
T was a Methodist; and (as'I have already mentioned,) he
strictly prohibited me from attempting to instruct the negroes, .
or to say a single word to them avout religion. In other
1espects he appeared friendly, and promised to give mea’
letter to Mr. Whitehorn, an attorney at Kingston, a relative
of his, with a view to find me some other occupation. ’

About a week after this, I was informed by a neighbouring”
book-keeper thatit had been discovered, by the address of my’
letter to Mr. Pennock, that I was in corresporidence with the
sectarians ; and that some gentlemen at St. Ann*s Bay had®
formed a plan to tar and feather me, if they could find & con-*
venient opportunity. This information I communicated by,
letter to the attorney, who resided on a property of his ewn,
about twenty miles distant from New Ground. "He imime-’
diately sent for me to come to him, warning me not to fravel’
by the bay, for fear of the Colonial Unionists, but to vome’
round by the mountain road. I went accordingly, and re-’
mained a night with him. - I then proceeded to Kingstonin'
gearch of employment, and saw Mr. Pennock, and other’
persons who were very desirous to promote my - views; but
meeting with no success, I was obliged to return to New:
Ground. T subsequently made another journey to Kingston,:
but with no better result. "~ - T T

At another interview which I soon afterwards had with the:
attorney, I told him 1 thought it very hard, that after hav-'
ing been at so much éxpense in coming out to Jamaica, I"
could obtain no situation in the Island merely because I“
was a Methodist.  He then spoke of another charge he had’
in view for me; and mentioned also that Mr. Hamilton
Brown was desirous of giving me employment, but that he was’
g0 much intimidated by the threats that were held out ‘against’
all who favoured Sectaridns, that he durst not venture to doit:*

He further assured me, that unless T would agreeto enrol’
myself as a member of the Colonial Church Union, and ré-°
nounce “ even the very appearance of sectarianism,” he saw’
no likelihood of my teing énabled to obtain or hold any’
situation in the colony; adding emphatically, that "unless I’
did this, he could not guarantee ahy thing in regard to me ~’

. not_even life itself. '‘On' this ‘oceasion I expressed my




19

to Charchmen in opposition to the ‘Sectarians, when they
cauld not be ignorant that many eminent ministersand mem-
bers of the Church of England were Jabouring for the abali- .,
tipn of Slavery with no less zeal than the Wesleyans or
Baptists. The attorney replied significantly, {and his words
made a-deep impression on me) “It is an opinion amongst’
us, but one which we do not wish to acknowledge or to be
known, that slavery and knowledge are incompatible.”’ These
were this gentleman’s own words—a man of whom I would
not willingly speak unkindly, for I was always hospitably -
received, and otherwise kindly treated by him;* but as
respects his unscrupulous support of the Colonial system, I’
leave the reader to judge for hiwself. ' -
*On this and otber occasions I thought it my duty to ac-
quaint the attorney with my observations and my feelings, i
ragayd to the cruel floggings, and-severe treatment generally, -
which I had witnessed at New Ground. = He adwmitted the *
facts, but said that plantation work could not be carried on
without - the cart-whip, He moreover laboured hard to’
convipee, me that the flogging did not injure the health of .
the negroes. , - . o : e
I also told him of the exceeding immorality and 'licen-‘
tipusness which [ had witnessed ; mentioning, in substance, '
the facts previously detailed. He replied, that that wasa’
thing.which they (the attorneys) must “wink at.”” Hesaid,"
he had but two married overseers under him upon the several * .
properties he managed, and he intended never to have
another; for (he remarked) the overseers, book-keépers, and
he¢ad carpenters, generally took for their mistresses tlie sisters *
or daughters of the drivers or carpenters; by which means, 7
if any plot was hatching amdng the slaves, some intimation
of it was almost certain to be eonveyed by these channels*.
to the whites upon the plantation.  And for the sake of such *
a wretched security, this gentleman, in the true spirit of‘the

e

‘%I have not given thisgentleman’s name, from a reluctance tohurt .
the feelings of anindividual whose hospitality,I have enjoyed; but I
cannot conscientiously suppress his opinions, which serve so well to ’
illustrate the colonial systein. If a man, in manners so much the
gentleman, and’in other respects soestimable, is, as a supporter of
that system, necessarily led to countenance, or t0-*‘ wink at,” the
erormities I have feebly attempted to describe, what, I ask, isto be
expected from its subordinate administrators, . wha )are continya!l

a )

What indes

e — S



20

system (though in other respects appatently a bonewolent and
honourable man} was content to ¢ wink’ at the wickedness.
Soon after this, a person of my acquaintance came up
from St. Arn’s Bay, and advised me to leave New Grouud’
estate without delay, because the members of the Coloolal *
Church Unjon down at the Bay were determined to do
me some mischief. I felt somewhat alarmed on receiving
this intimation, and expressed my apprehensions to the over.”
seer. He replied, that there was no occasion for me to
leave the estate—that I heed not be at all afraid, for {as
he vehemently swore) he would sooner lose his life than
deliver me up to my enemies. How far Mr. M"Lean was
sincere in his assurances and profeesions, I shall not pretend -
positively to determing. I subsequently thought I saw good -
cause to believe him not averse to any scheme that would
lead to my removal quietly from New Ground estate ;—of:
nothing worse, as regards myself, have 1 the least reason to
suspect him.  But, &t the period I now advert to, I did not
entertalo even the suspicion I' have now expressed; and,’
mareqver, 1 was at a great loss what course to adapt, for if I
left the estate, I knew not well where cloe to betake myself.
About a fortnight after my return from my last visit to the
attorney, a deputation from St. Ann’s Colonial Church Union
waited upon me. This took place on one of the militia mue-
ter days. I obeerved that day thata number of gverseers
and book-keepers called at New Ground estate, as they
returned from muster, and I noticed a great deal of whisper-'
ing amongst them.  Just at dusk, two persons, under the ché-
racter of g'deputation from the Colonial Church Union, made
heir sppegrance, and demanded an interview with me. = The'
overseer introduced them —a Mr Dicken and a Mr. Browo."
“The formger I hed previsusly met with, but to my salutation
ha\nbwrxde no response. Mr. Brown was spokesmdn, end
~~.s¢nced by informing me that they came as a deputation”
-~ s1om more than a hundred gentlemen at St. Ann’s Bay, to°
state to me,—lst. That they had heard I had been leading
the minds of the slaves astray by holding forth doctrines of
a tendency to make them discontented with their prevent
condition. 2ndly. That I was a Methodist, and that my
relative, who had sent me to Jamaica, was a d———d Metho- -
dist. ~ And, Srdly, That they had a barrel of tar'down at the
7=+ 10 tar and feather me, as I well deserved, and that they
"‘ﬂi_,df 80, by G—d.” . S
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&idit ; bat added, mildly, that I was altogethet unconscions
of any act, since I arrived in the island, whereby I could
have given any remsonable offence to the planters or any
othér class of men; and 1 begged them to specify my of-
fendet. Mr. Brown then stated that, in the first v&hce' I
had written a letter to the Rev. Thomas Pennock, Wesleyan
Missionary. - gndly. That in a letter 1 had written to Mr.
dsiniem, the attorney, I bad said, ¢ The Lord reward you
for the kindnées you have shewn me, and grant you in
health snd wealth fong to live.” Srdly. That I had said to
4 slave who had opéned a gate to me at a certain place, * The
Dord bless you” 4thly. That I had asked the drivers of
tlié workhouse gang questions rospecting the offences of the
diégroes of that gang. 5thly. That I had made private re-
Mirks about the way in which I had seen Mr. M‘Lean, the
dvérsecr, treat the slaves. (Here Dicken, who wasan over-
seér at Winsor; a neighbouring plantation, told me he had
two negroes at that moment in the stocks, and added. with
i brutal oath,* if I would come over in the morning he would
Iét e see them properly flogged). 6thly. That I had preached
to a hundred and fifty slaves st one time.—To all these
charges I pleaded guilty, except the last, which was without
foundation—without even a shadow of truth though, if it
had been true, it would have been difficult for me to admit
its criminality. Dicken then drew his hand across my throat,
and swore by his Maker that he would be the first man to cut
it, if 1 should dare to talk to the alaves in the same way -
dghin. - He then pulled out a Piswl, which he cocked, -
&nd Held 6ut_{but did not point it at my person), sayings
thit if Ke was to fire it off, there would be twenly me{ in
lljje ‘house in ooe minute, ready to do whatever th¢y <hose
with me. Mr. M‘Lean, the overseer, here spoke up, and
Edid, with considerable vehenience, that before h;&«ouid
m&abmd hi¢ would rather have a ball through his own
t.

,

I theén told thom that there was no occasion for violence 3
that | was quite willing, under the circumstances in which
1 found myself, to leave the island by the very first cqnve{-
ance ; and should be glad if they and their friends would
only permit me to do so quietly. They promised to report

* The planters of all ranks, with very rare exceptions, are shockin
swearers; the more vulgar sort interlarding their prefaneness wi&g
the most revolting obscenity. } '

e
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this reply to their Society, thie Colonial Church' Unien, gad,
lodeparted. T P R TR S SR

It was agreed that Ishould sail in the ship < Huskisson,”:
and that' I might remain on the estate till that vessel was,
ready; but having been seen conversing with Mr. Watkis, a.
Wesleyan, and a brother of the member of the Colonial. As-

“$embly of that name, the attorney was informed of this, (no.

dther fault was alleged), and he sent word to the overseer ta .
enforce my departute immediately. I was hurried off aca
cordingly ; ‘and, in my way from St. Ann’s to Annotto Bay,,
I saw the attorney once more. - He then told me that it wag,
neccessary, for both his sake and mine, .that I shquldleave
the country ; and apologized for his hurrying my departure by.
stating thathe had recently received many violent letters on’
my account {rom the Colonial Unionists, threatening to pull
his house about his ears, as other houses had been pulled,
about the ears of the owners, on similar grounds elsewhere. ;
I proceeded from St. Ann’s to Annotto Bay to await the
sailing of the vessel ;:and; while thus detained, I had a pretty.
severe attack of the country fever, which confined me for ten
days. On the'8th of December I sailed from Jamaica, having
been just three months and six days on the island. - v
¢ I'leave the facts, .thus plainly related, as they fell under
my observation during this short residence, to the reader’s
ealm reflection. They will sufficiently display the character
of Negro Slavery, as it now exists in Jamaica, without any
camment of mine. _But as I have mentioned that I left Eng-
land with a persuasion that the general condition of the West
Thilia slaves was, on the whole, much preferable to that of the
viiidren i’ our factories, it is proper to. state the conviction
with’'whieh I have returned—which is this. - The condition of
the fa¢fory children is certainly very deplorable, and calls .
loudly 16r amelioration ; and I shall most cordially rejoice ta
see the friends.of Negro Emancipation co-pperating with thg
friends of Factory Regulation, in carrying the Ten Hours’
Bill speedily thraugh Parliament. But between the cases of
the. factory child and the_ plantation slave, there can be.no
just comparison. The former is very bad ; the latter is 1N~
FINITELY WORSE. _ . o S e

-~
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,"".. .'--;:' ,,:‘ . 'APPEN'DIX:‘ ~l

e s ) . London, March 28, 1838.°
. - Somz of Mr. Whiteley’s friends, whom he has consulted in regard
to this publication, being of o(})inion that a few testinronials may be
usefully appended to it, in order to give it due weight with readers
®hacquainted with the writer’s churacter, he has been induced to
lace at their disposal a few letters and certificates, from which they
Kave selected the following. The originals are left in the hands of
the publishers (Messrs Hatchard), and may be freely perused by any
person who desires to see them, - -
.. L -Extract of a Letter from Richard Oastler, Esq., of. Fixby Hall,
" mear Huddersfield, to the Rev. Mr. Ellis, Moravian Munister,
Fairfield, Jamaica. .

« . “My Dear Sie, . % London, July 8, 1832,

[ have this day called in Fetter Lane, hoping to find my
old-friend, Peter Latrobe, but unfortunately he was not at home.
I intended that he should introduce qufriend, the bearer of this, te
you ; but as that may not be, receive Mr. Henry Whiteley in love
from an old triend. He'is a young man whom I much admire: he
has been working with me-in forwarding the emancipation of the
factory. slaves here, and now his lot is cast among the poor blacks.
Well—he is a Methodist tocal preacher, and he intends to preach
the gospel to the shaves; and, being of opiaion that you would be
glad to give him your advice and help, I felt particularly wishful
to place him under your direction. May our dear Saviour make
him useful. (Signed) “Ricuarp OASTLER.

“ Tell your poor slaves to pray for the poor factory children in

“. Bugland, and to petition for their emancipation. - -R.O»
4 p nancip: -

H. Extract oy a_Letter from the Rev. Johu. Kingdon, Baptist
Missionary, to John Elliott, Esq., Denmark Hill, near Londou.
Lo, -« Kingston, Jamaica, Nov. 27, 1832,

“ My Dear CuristiaN BROTHER,— ;

" “ The bearer of this, Mr. Whiteley, is about to return te
England; should his Heavenly Father restore him from the severe
fever he is now labouring under; and as he appears to be a very
pious man, of vour own denomination, and ene who has endured
well “a great fisht of afflictions’ for the sake of Jesus Christ,
I know not to whom in town I could more appropriately in-
troduce him in lis present difficultics. A few months since,,
be came out with the view of taking the situation of book-kecper,
on a property in St. Ann’s parish, which a relative is interested
in; all the while hoping to be permiited to preach the un-
searchable riches of Christ’ to the poor dear negroes. If he
oould haver smothered the flame from heaven which glowed

Y 2t
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within, he might have quietly pursued the former project; but
because the love of Christ constrained him to shun or reprove the
wicked, he was st once denounced as a * sectarian,’ aud treated
with barberity, as you will hear from himself. Thus is he compelled
to return to England, sfter sustaining serious expenses, * * #
* # 1 expect my brother, who-takes this to Mr' Whiteley, to go thir
evdﬁn‘. . fioifn EEETANERYY

: v T remain, &c., :
: ¢ Signed) “ Jomn Kuvepow.™

I,
o H«km(lm‘ke, March 28, 18388.
* We, the undersigned, hereby certify, that the bearer, Mr Henry
* Whiteley,  native of this place, and resident here, until his depar-
ture for Jamaics, in July last, is, in our opinion, u highly reépect
sble young wan, of unimpeachable integrity as a wan snd as s
Chrisggn, -~ -~ . .
( Signed) * C. Ernenineroxw, merchant, Heckmondwike.

“ HENRY OATEs, ditto ditto,

* Jouw Royr, wine merchant, = ditvo. |
% Rawsor: WeesTES, surgeon, . ditso.

*“ Tuoxas Hiast, woolnapler, ditto.

“ G. TuoMeson, minister, . = - ditto.

“ Henar Braw, minister, ditto,

* JonATRAN PorrLEwsLL, grocer,  ditto.

* Roprat MartiN, minisser, ditto.

“ Josnpst M'Crexay, minisser,

‘% The bearer, Mr. Henry Whiteley, is not personally known to
me, but I have for many years known his father, and several of the
merchants, and others, whose signatures e.re.%iveu above, as wc
of respectability, and highly worthy of credit. = - AR R

: : (Signed) “ Hamsmonp RoseaTson,
*Incumbent of (the adjacent church) Liveredge.”

t—— ——

# 1 have not known the bearer, Mr. Henry-Whiteley, but
testify to the respectability of the persons who have signed their
names to the above chs . ) . .

(Signed)  “ Brnsaxiy Huzcuinsow, cutste.”
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