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“Monarchy or a Republic?”

As the Constitutional Convention adjourned, “a woman 
[Mrs. Eliza Powell] asks Dr. Franklin well Doctor what 
have we got a republic or a monarchy? A republic 
replied the Doctor if you can keep it.” Although this 
story recorded by James McHenry (1753–1816), a 
delegate from Maryland, is probably fictitious, people 
wondered just what kind of government was called for 
in the new constitution.
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION 

Literal: 

& A lady asked Dr. Franklin Well Doctor what have we got a republic or 

a monarchy —A  republic replied the Doctor if you can keep it.   

[horizontal line break] 

+ The lady here alluded to was Mrs. Powel of Philadelphia. 

With 21st century punctuation added: 

“A lady asked Dr. Franklin: 'Well Doctor, what have we got, a republic 

or a monarchy' —'A  republic,' replied the Doctor, 'if you can keep it.'  

'The lady here alluded to was Mrs. Powel of Philadelphia.'” 
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