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On January 23, 1771, during Alexander 

Hamilton's tenure (as a 15-year-old import-

export clerk for New York traders Messrs. 

Kortright & Cruger. St. Croix office), his firm ran 

a 300 SLAVE AUCTION notice atop the front 

page of the local bilingual paper, The Royal 

Danish American Gazette. In the next year, his 

employer, Nicholas Cruger, imported 250 more 

slaves from Africa's Gold Coast and complained 

that they were "very indifferent indeed, sickly 

and thin." Chernow, Alexander Hamilton (2004). 

p. 32. 

 

 

Re: Alexander Hamilton 

Context: Within 13 years, 

Hamilton founded The Bank 

of New York (1784), then 

Secretary of Treasury, the 

First Bank of the United 

States (1791) 
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TRANSCIPT 

Just imported from the Windward Coast 

of Africa, and to be sold on Monday next, by 

Messrs. Kortright & Cruger,  

At said Cruger's Yard,  

Three Hundred Prime  

SLAVES. 

The terms will be made know at the place of sale. 

Jan. 23, 1771 
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