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"There are real world consequences to this and it makes us less economically competitive," he says. 

Jeff Zients, director of Obama's National Economic Council, said Obama wants to use the bully pulpit of the presidency to press

the FCC, an independent regulatory agency, to "ensure that all states have a playing field that allows for a v brant and

competitive market for communication services." 

The FCC is already considering requests for Chattanooga, Tennessee, and Wilson, N.C., to prevent state laws from blocking the

expansion of their broadband projects. FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler said in June that local communities that want to provide

their own broadband service "shouldn't be stopped by state laws promoted by cable and telephone companies that don't want

that competition." 

A new White House report says that while 94 percent of Americans living in urban areas can purchase an Internet connection of

25 megabits per second, only 51 percent of Americans in rural areas have access to such Internet speeds. 

The report also says that because of lack of competition three out of four Americans lack a choice for such Internet service. 

The White House also announced that the Commerce Department would promote greater broadband access by hosting regional

workshops and offering technical assistance to communities. The Department of Agriculture also will provide grants and loans of

$40 million to $50 million to assist rural areas. 

A council comprising more than a dozen government agencies will also seek to remove regulatory and policy barriers that hinder

broadband competition, the White House said. 

Fox News' Doug McKelway and The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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