


Seven months after its September 2002 release, the online technology newsgroup

slashdot.org ran an article about the program. Almost immediately, Synapse was fending off

calls from WinAmp, Windows Media player, Moodlogic and MusicMatch.

“One of the companies offered us $950,000 but wanted us to go work for them for 3 years,”

Zuckerberg says. “We wanted to go to college, so we said no.”

Team Synapse began communicating with Microsoft, but Zuckerberg says they backed out

when they began to suspect that the multi-billion dollar corporation was going to rip them off.

To ensure that they weren’t going to be taken advantage of, Zuckerberg and D’Angelo split the

$12,000 price of a patent, confident that their company’s future profits would pay off.

Though these days Zuckerberg has other projects on his “to do” list, the sophomore

anticipates Synapse’s future success. He says he and D’Angelo are considering making

Synapse open source, which, for the technologically illiterate, means that downloaders can see

the program’s code and improve upon it. It is currently available for free download on the

website. Zuckerberg’s software populism goes beyond simply turning down big-money

corporate offers. “It’s important to us that people are able to use the software for free,” he

preaches. “Software belongs to everyone. No matter what kind of deal we get into, we’re going

to try to keep it free.”    
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