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but Griffin says he supports the university president's actions.

Both sides have conceded to being shocked by some of
university investigators' findings. They found new band members
performed acts to earn sometimes obscene nicknames
referencing orgasms, sex toys and body parts; carried on
grabbing and groping rituals and a trick called the "Flying 69" on
band bus trips; and published lewd songbooks and underground
newsletters.

In a memo he submitted at the end of the investigation, Waters laid
out ways he was trying to address problems with band culture,
prompting Waters' defenders to question why Drake chose such a
severe rebuke. At the time of the firing, Waters was traveling to
raise money for the university.

"We want somebody to stand up for the history and reputation of
the band, which is undergoing a large smear at this moment," said
retired band director Paul Droste, a member of the committee
appointed by the alumni association pushing to get Waters his job
back. "The band is portrayed now as a bunch of 'Animal House'
types, and there are a few scattered minority in the band that
might fit that description, but the rest of them don't."

Drake, the university's first black president, took over for Gordon
Gee, who retired after jabs he made at Roman Catholics and
Southeastern Conference schools were publicized and not long
after Buckeyes football coach Jim Tressel was forced out in 2011
over a memorabilia scandal. Two assistant cheerleading coaches
were fired in 2013 after sexual harassment accusations from
cheerleaders.

Drake says he will insist on zero tolerance — for the safety and
well-being of the students and because federal law demands it.

"While some of the students may have engaged in such behavior
and gave no indication that they objected, the interviews
highlighted multiple situations in which students did not welcome
this misconduct," investigators wrote in their report. "In a culture
so sexualized for so long, students' acquiescence and failure to
complain cannot be taken as evidence that the range of this
misconduct was welcome."

Upon firing Waters, Drake immediately enlisted former state
Attorney General Betty Montgomery to lead a task force whose
job is limited to advising his administration on how the band's
culture evolved to its current state and making recommendations
for its future.

"We have not been tasked with reviewing the investigation and the
disciplining of Jon Waters, nor can we under federal law
reinvestigate that," she said.

Droste said Waters' backers were told in the meeting with Drake
that they'd have the chance for input into that follow-up probe. He
said Waters was not tenured, but his supporters hope to find other
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