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Evan Wallach

Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit

Incumbent

Assumed office
November 18, 2011

Appointed by Barack Obama

Preceded by Arthur Gajarsa

Judge of the United States Court of
International Trade

In office 
August 14, 1995 – November 18, 2011

Appointed by Bill Clinton

Preceded by Edward Re

Succeeded by Claire Kelly

Personal details

Born November 11, 1949  
Superior, Arizona, U.S.

Alma mater Diablo Valley College 
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
Hughes Hall, Cambridge
University of Virginia

Awards Bronze Star
Air Medal
Meritorious Service Medal (2)
Nevada Medal of Merit
Vietnam Campaign Medal (3 battle

Evan Wallach
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Evan Jonathan Wallach (born November 11, 1949) is
an American lawyer and judge of the United States Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. A former judge of the
United States Court of International Trade, he is one of
the nation's foremost experts on war crimes and the law
of war.[1][2]
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Early life, education, and career

Wallach was decorated for his service during the Vietnam
War, and received a Bachelor of Arts at the University of
Arizona in 1973, followed by a Juris Doctor at the
University of California Berkeley in 1976. He received a
Bachelor of Laws with honors in International Law from
University of Cambridge in 1981. Wallach also served in
the United States Army Judge Advocate General's Corps
in the International Affairs Division of the Office of
TJAG at The Pentagon during the Gulf War, where he
assisted in advising on the law of war and investigating
war crimes allegedly committed by Iraqi leaders. He has
taken JAG Officer's Basic and Advanced Courses.

Law of war

As an adjunct law professor Wallach specialises in the
law of war. From 1989  1995 he served as Judge
Advocate General in the Nevada Army National Guard,
with the rank of major. His responsibilities included
giving annual lectures to Military Police regarding their
legal obligations on treatment of prisoners.[3] During the
Gulf War he served at the Pentagon in the International
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stars)
Gallantry Cross with Palm

Military service

Allegiance  United States

Service/branch United States Army

Years of
service

1969–1971
1989–1995

Rank Major

Battles/wars Vietnam War

Affairs Division of the Office of The Judge Advocate of
the Army, where he assisted in advising on the law of
war and investigating war crimes allegedly committed by
Iraqi leaders.

Since 1997 he has been adjunct professor in Law of War
at both New York Law School and Brooklyn Law
School. Since 2001 he has been a visiting professor in
Law of War at the University of Münster.

Wallach is a member of the International Law of War
Association, which is a "loose confederation of military
lawyers, academics, and government officials including
members of the judiciary, who are interested in the advancement of a legal regime to ameliorate suffering
and for the regulation of the use of armed force in armed conflicts".[4]

Judicial service

On June 27, 1995, President Clinton nominated Wallach to serve as a Judge for the United States Court of
International Trade, to the seat vacated by Judge Edward D. Re. He was confirmed by the Senate on August
11, 1995, and received his commission on August 14, 1995, serving on that court until his elevation to the
Federal Circuit. President Obama nominated him on July 28, 2011 to serve on the United States Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit.[5] His nomination was reported out of the Senate Judiciary Committee on
October 6, 2011, by voice vote. On November 8, 2011, his nomination was confirmed by the Senate by a
vote of 99 ayes to 0 nays.[6] He received his commission on November 18, 2011.[7]

Publications

Wallach has had articles published both in mainstream media and legal journals, and has been widely cited
in the media.[8][9] Some of these include:

Outline of the law of war.[10]

Waterboarding Used to Be a Crime.[3]

Afghanistan, Quirin, and Uchiyama: Does the Sauce Suit the Gander?[11]
The Logical Nexus Between The Decision To Deny Application of The Third Geneva Convention To
The Taliban and al Qaeda, and the Mistreatment of Prisoners in Abu Ghraib.[12]
The Procedural and Evidentiary Rules of the Post World War II War Crimes Trials: Did They Provide
an Outline for International Legal Procedure?[13]

Drop by Drop: Forgetting the History of Water Torture in U.S. Courts.[14]
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Evan Wallach (http://www.fjc.gov/servlet/nGetInfo?jid=3219&cid=999&ctype=na&instate=na) at the
Biographical Directory of Federal Judges, a public domain publication of the Federal Judicial
Center.
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EVAN J. WALLACH was appointed to the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit by President Barack Obama in 2011,
confirmed by the Senate on November 9, 2011, and assumed the duties of his office on November 18, 2011.  Prior to his appointment, he
served for sixteen years as a judge of the United States Court of International Trade, having been appointed to that court by President
William J. Clinton in 1995.

Judge Wallach worked as a general litigation partner with an emphasis on media representation at the law firm of Lionel Sawyer & Collins in
Las Vegas, Nevada from 1982 to 1995.  He was an associate at the same firm from 1976 to 1982.

While working with the firm, Judge Wallach took a leave of absence to serve as General Counsel and Public Policy Advisor to Senator Harry
Reid from 1987 to 1988. From 1989 to 1995, he served in the Nevada National Guard as a Judge Advocate.  In 1991, while on leave from
his firm, he served as an Attorney/Advisor in the International Affairs Division of the Judge Advocate of the Army at the Pentagon.

Judge Wallach, a recognized expert in the law of war, has taught at a number of law schools, including Brooklyn Law School, New York Law
School, George Mason University School of Law, and the University of Müenster in Münster, Germany.

Judge Wallach has received a number of awards, including: the ABA L berty Bell Award in 1993; the Nevada Press Association President’s
Award in 1994; and the Clark County School L brarians Intellectual Freedom Award in 1995.

Judge Wallach served on active duty in the Army of the United States from 1969 to 1971. During his military career, he was awarded the
Bronze Star, the Air Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Nevada Medal of Merit, the Valorous Unit Citation,
a Vietnam Campaign Medal, and the RVN Cross of Gallantry with Palm.

Judge Wallach received his B.A. in Journalism from the University of Arizona in 1973, his J.D. from the University Of California, Berkeley in
1976, and an LLB with honors in International Law from Cambridge University in 1981.
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Judge

United States Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit

Tenure

November 8, 2011 - Present

Predecessor Arthur Gajarsa

Elections and appointments

Appointed by Barack Obama

Approval vote 99-0

Education

Bachelor's University of Arizona,

B.A., 1973

J.D. University of Californi

Law, J.D., 1976

Past experience

United States Court of Internationa
Trade

1995 - 2011

Military service

Service/branch U.S. Army 1969 - 1971

Personal

Born Superior, AZ
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Nomination Tracker
  Candidate: Evan Wallach
  Court: United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
  Progress: Conאrmed 103 days after nomination.

Nominated: July 28, 2011
ABA Rating:
Questionnaire: Questionnaire

(http://judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/EvanWallach-
PublicQuestionnaire.pdf)

Hearing:
QFRs:
Reported: November 6, 2011 
Con�rmed: November 8, 2011
  Vote: 99-0

Evan Wallach is a federal judge for the United
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.
He was nominated to the court by Barack
Obama. Previously, he was a judge on the
United States Court of International Trade.

       

    

   

      
Sergeant in the United States Army from 1969 to 1971. Wallach graduated from
University of Arizona with his bachelor's degree in 1973 and received his J.D. degree
from University of California Berkeley Boalt Hall School of Law in 1976. Wallach also

obtained a LL.B. degree from Cambridge University in England in 1981.[1]

Professional career

1976-1995: Attorney in private practice, Nevada
1986-1987: General counsel and public policy advisor, U.S. Sen. Harry Reid

1981-1982: Political Science Instructor, University of Nevada-Reno[1]

Judicial career

Federal court nomination
On July 28, 2011,
Barack Obama
nominated
Wallach to �ll
the position
vacated by
Arthur Gajarsa
on the United
States Court of
Appeals for the
Federal Circuit.
[2] Obama
commented on
Wallach's nomination, stating “Judge Wallach has distinguished himself throughout his
legal career in both the public and private sectors. He possesses a keen intellect and a

commitment to fairness and integrity that will serve him well as a judge on the Federal Circuit.”[3] The ABA rated him
Unanimously Well Quali�ed.
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Wallach had a hearing before the Senate Judiciary committee on September 7, 2011, and his Committee Questionnaire is
available here (http://judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/EvanWallach-PublicQuestionnaire.pdf) and his Questions for the
Record is available here (http://judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/EvanWallach-QFRs.pdf). He was reported by the committe

on October 6, 2011.[4]

Wallach was con�rmed by a Senate vote of 99-0 on November 8, 2011.[5]

Court of International Trade
Wallach was nominated to the United States Court of International Trade by former President Bill Clinton on June 27, 1995, to a
seat vacated by Edward Re when Re assumed senior status. Wallach was con�rmed by the U.S. Senate on August 11, 1995, on 

Senate voice vote and received commission on August 11, 1995.[6]

See also

United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

External links

Judge Wallach's Biography (http://www.fjc.gov/servlet/nGetInfo?jid=3219&cid=999&ctype=na&instate=na) from the Federal
Judicial Center
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Șțǻțěș Čǿųřț ǿf Ǻppěǻŀș fǿř țħě Fěđěřǻŀ
Čįřčųįț

ẄǺȘĦİŇĢȚǾŇ, ĐČ – Țǿđǻỳ, Přěșįđěňț Ǿbǻmǻ ňǿmįňǻțěđ Jųđģě Ěvǻň
Jǿňǻțħǻň Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ țǿ țħě Ųňįțěđ Șțǻțěș Čǿųřț ǿf Ǻppěǻŀș fǿř țħě Fěđěřǻŀ
Čįřčųįț.  Jųđģě Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ įș čųřřěňțŀỳ ǻ jųđģě ǿň țħě Ųňįțěđ Șțǻțěș Čǿųřț ǿf
İňțěřňǻțįǿňǻŀ Țřǻđě.

“Jųđģě Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ ħǻș đįșțįňģųįșħěđ ħįmșěŀf țħřǿųģħǿųț ħįș ŀěģǻŀ čǻřěěř įň
bǿțħ țħě pųbŀįč ǻňđ přįvǻțě șěčțǿřș,” șǻįđ Přěșįđěňț Ǿbǻmǻ.  “Ħě
pǿșșěșșěș ǻ ķěěň įňțěŀŀěčț ǻňđ ǻ čǿmmįțměňț țǿ fǻįřňěșș ǻňđ įňțěģřįțỳ
țħǻț ẅįŀŀ șěřvě ħįm ẅěŀŀ ǻș ǻ jųđģě ǿň țħě Fěđěřǻŀ Čįřčųįț.”

Jųđģě Ěvǻň Jǿňǻțħǻň Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ:  Ňǿmįňěě fǿř țħě Ųňįțěđ Șțǻțěș Čǿųřț ǿf
Ǻppěǻŀș fǿř țħě Fěđěřǻŀ Čįřčųįț 
Jųđģě Ěvǻň Jǿňǻțħǻň Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ ħǻș běěň ǻ jųđģě ǿň țħě Ųňįțěđ Șțǻțěș Čǿųřț
ǿf İňțěřňǻțįǿňǻŀ Țřǻđě, bǻșěđ įň Ňěẅ Ỳǿřķ, șįňčě 1995.  Ħě ħǻș ǻŀșǿ șěřvěđ
ǻș ǻň ǻđjųňčț ŀǻẅ přǿfěșșǿř ǿň țħě ŀǻẅ ǿf ẅǻř ǻț ňųměřǿųș įňșțįțųțįǿňș,
įňčŀųđįňģ Břǿǿķŀỳň Ŀǻẅ Șčħǿǿŀ ǻňđ Ňěẅ Ỳǿřķ Ŀǻẅ Șčħǿǿŀ, șįňčě 1997.  Bǿřň
įň Șųpěřįǿř, Ǻřįżǿňǻ, Jųđģě Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ ěňŀįșțěđ įň țħě Ųňįțěđ Șțǻțěș Ǻřmỳ įň
1969, ǻňđ șěřvěđ įň țħě Vįěțňǻm Ẅǻř fřǿm 1970 țǿ 1971 ǻș ǻ țěřřǻįň
řěčǿňňǻįșșǻňčě șěřģěǻňț įň țħě 8țħ Ěňģįňěěř Bǻțțǻŀįǿň.  Ħě ẅǻș ǻẅǻřđěđ
țħě Břǿňżě Șțǻř Měđǻŀ.  Ħě řěțųřňěđ fřǿm țħě ẅǻř țǿ čǿmpŀěțě ħįș B.Ǻ. ǻț
țħě Ųňįvěřșįțỳ ǿf Ǻřįżǿňǻ įň 1973.  Ħě řěčěįvěđ ħįș J.Đ. fřǿm Ųňįvěřșįțỳ ǿf
Čǻŀįfǿřňįǻ ǻț Běřķěŀěỳ'ș Bǿǻŀț Ħǻŀŀ Șčħǿǿŀ ǿf Ŀǻẅ įň 1976, ǻňđ ǻŀșǿ řěčěįvěđ
ǻň ĿĿ.B. įň pųbŀįč įňțěřňǻțįǿňǻŀ ŀǻẅ fřǿm Ųňįvěřșįțỳ ǿf Čǻmbřįđģě Ŀǻẅ
Șčħǿǿŀ įň 1981. İň 1976, ǻfțěř čǿmpŀěțįňģ ŀǻẅ șčħǿǿŀ, Jųđģě Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ jǿįňěđ
țħě ŀǻẅ fįřm ǿf Ŀįǿňěŀ Șǻẅỳěř & Čǿŀŀįňș įň Ŀǻș Věģǻș ǻș ǻ ŀįțįģǻțįǿň
ǻșșǿčįǻțě, běčǿmįňģ ǻ pǻřțňěř įň 1983.  Ħě țǿǿķ ǻ ŀěǻvě ǿf ǻbșěňčě fřǿm
țħě fįřm fřǿm 1980 țǿ 1981 țǿ șțųđỳ ǻț Čǻmbřįđģě įň țħě Ųňįțěđ Ķįňģđǿm,
ǻňđ țħěň ǻňǿțħěř ŀěǻvě ǿf ǻbșěňčě fřǿm 1987 țǿ 1988 țǿ șěřvě ǻș ģěňěřǻŀ
čǿųňșěŀ ǻňđ pųbŀįč pǿŀįčỳ ǻđvįșǿř țǿ Șěňǻțǿř Ħǻřřỳ Řěįđ.  Fřǿm 1989 țǿ
1995, Jųđģě Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ șěřvěđ įň țħě Ňěvǻđǻ Ǻřmỳ Ňǻțįǿňǻŀ Ģųǻřđ ǻș ǻň
ǻțțǿřňěỳ-ǻđvįșǿř, přǿvįđįňģ ŀěģǻŀ čǿųňșěŀ fǿř ħįș břįģǻđě’ș čǿmmǻňđěřș
ǻňđ ǻŀŀ břįģǻđě pěřșǿňňěŀ.  İň 1991, ħě ěňțěřěđ ǻčțįvě șěřvįčě đųřįňģ țħě
Pěřșįǻň Ģųŀf Ẅǻř, șěřvįňģ ǻș ǻň ǻțțǿřňěỳ-ǻđvįșǿř įň țħě İňțěřňǻțįǿňǻŀ
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Ǻffǻįřș Đįvįșįǿň ǿf țħě Ǿffįčě ǿf țħě Jųđģě Ǻđvǿčǻțě Ģěňěřǻŀ ǿf țħě Ǻřmỳ ǻț
țħě Pěňțǻģǿň.  Jųđģě Ẅǻŀŀǻčħ ẅǻș ǻppǿįňțěđ țǿ țħě Čǿųřț ǿf İňțěřňǻțįǿňǻŀ
Țřǻđě įň 1995.  Șįňčě țħǻț țįmě, ħě ħǻș přěșįđěđ ǿvěř mǿřě țħǻň 230 čǻșěș
țǿ věřđįčț ǿř jųđģměňț ǻđđřěșșįňģ qųěșțįǿňș ǿf įňțěřňǻțįǿňǻŀ țřǻđě ǻňđ
čųșțǿmș ŀǻẅ.  Ħě ħǻș ǻŀșǿ fřěqųěňțŀỳ șǻț bỳ đěșįģňǻțįǿň ǿň șěvěřǻŀ fěđěřǻŀ
țřįǻŀ ǻňđ ǻppěŀŀǻțě čǿųřțș, ħěǻřįňģ mǿřě țħǻň 80 čǻșěș ǿň țħě Čǿųřțș ǿf
Ǻppěǻŀș fǿř țħě Șěčǿňđ, Țħįřđ, ǻňđ Ňįňțħ Čįřčųįțș.
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