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NOMINATION OF MICHAEL P. SHEA, NOMINEE 
TO BE U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF CONNECTICUT; GONZALO P. 
CURIEL, NOMINEE TO BE U.S. DISTRICT 
JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF 
CALIFORNIA; ROBERT J. SHELBY, NOMINEE 
TO BE U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF UTAH 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 2012 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC 
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 3:07 p.m., Room SD– 

226, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Richard Blumenthal pre-
siding. 

Present: Senators Grassley and Lee. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RICHARD BLUMENTHAL, A U.S. 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

Senator BLUMENTHAL. I am very pleased. Good afternoon. I’m 
honored to preside at this meeting of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, and I want to call this nominations hearing to order. 

I’m grateful to the committee chairman, Senator Patrick Leahy, 
for asking me to chair it, and particularly glad to do my part in 
advancing the judicial nomination process, which has been so im-
portant to our country. 

We need to move forward even more expeditiously than we have, 
and I think there is a growing sense, a bipartisan spirit of coopera-
tion, thanks in no small part to Senator Grassley, the Ranking 
Member, who is here today and I want to thank him for his part 
in doing so. Nearly 1 out of every 10 Federal judgeships is vacant, 
and Republicans and Democrats, frankly, are working harder, and 
should work harder, to do more to fill those positions. 

Having said that, I’d like to call on Senator Grassley to say 
whatever he might wish to do in opening the hearing. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, A U.S. SENATOR 
FROM THE STATE OF IOWA 

Senator GRASSLEY. Yes. Later on this hour Senator Lee is going 
to be here and take over as ranking position so I can go do other 
things, but until he comes I am going to be here, because that is 

[ 5 ]



322 

So, he comes to this process with a lot of really practical, hands- 
on experience and I would say to him and all the nominees and to 
their families, there is nothing more important than this job in our 
justice system. You will be the voice and face of justice for the peo-
ple who come to your courtroom, as one who has practiced for a few 
decades and been in those courtrooms. 

As Senator Lieberman knows also from his personal experience, 
people will be coming to you for justice, and for many of them you 
will be the final word in this process. So, both you and your fami-
lies should be very, very proud of the service that you’ve given and 
the service that you will give, and I’m hopeful that we will move 
quickly to confirm every one of you. 

PRESENTATION OF GONZALO P. CURIEL, NOMINEE TO BE U.S. 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT BY 
HON. RICHARD BLUMENTHAL, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

I want to introduce now Judge Gonzalo Curiel, who also has been 
nominated to the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of California. I’m going to be introducing you because the 
two Senators from California could not be here. I know he’s joined 
today by his family, as is Mr. Shea. 

He was born in East Chicago, Indiana. He’s the son of immigrant 
parents from Mexico, who came to this country with an elementary 
school education. He attended college in-state at the University of 
Indiana, graduated in 1976, and received his J.D. degree from the 
university 3 years later. 

After graduating from law school, Judge Curiel worked for a dec-
ade as an associate in private practice, and he then spent 17 years 
as a Federal prosecutor in California. During his 27 years in prac-
tice he tried over 300 cases, the vast majority of them Federal 
criminal jury trials where he served as the sole or lead counsel. 
That’s extraordinary experience. 

One of the most significant cases involved the successful prosecu-
tion of the Arellano Felix drug cartel, a multi-billion dollar drug 
trafficking ring responsible for more than 100 murders in the 
United States and Mexico. He was also the lead attorney on the 
Presidential Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force in 
1999 to 2002. 

Governor Schwarzenegger appointed Judge Curiel to the Supe-
rior Court of San Diego in November, 2006, and he was reelected 
to that position in 2008. During his tenure he has been exposed to 
a wide variety of cases, assigned to domestic violence, criminal 
cases, family court cases, civil cases, presiding over more than 40 
that have gone to verdict or judgment. 

He’s also spent time giving back to his community. He serves as 
vice president of the board of trustees of the Urban Discovery 
Academy Charter School, and from 2003 to 2006 he participated in 
the Legal Enrichment and Decision-Making—it’s called the LEAD 
program—organized by the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office. 

He comes to us, in short, as a nominee with impressive—indeed, 
extraordinary—record of experience, public service, and I look for-
ward to his swift confirmation. As Senator Lieberman did with Mr. 
Shea, I want to join in thanking President Obama for his nomina-
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Mr. Chairman, I’d also like to note that my friend and colleague, 
Senator Hatch, who was not able to be here with us today likewise 
supports Mr. Shelby’s nomination, as I do, and I ask that his writ-
ten statement be placed in the record. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL. Hearing no objection, it is so ordered. 
[The prepared statement of Senator Hatch appears as a submis-

sion for the record.] 
Senator BLUMENTHAL. I’d like to ask the nominees to now come 

forward and take your places at the witness table. We have a tradi-
tion. We have a rule that we swear our witnesses. So if you could 
please raise your right hand. 

[Whereupon, the witness was duly sworn.] 
Senator BLUMENTHAL. Please be seated. Each of you is afforded 

the opportunity to make a brief opening statement. We’ll hear first 
from Mr. Shea, then go to Mr. Curiel and Mr. Shelby. 

STATEMENT OF MICHAEL P. SHEA, NOMINEE TO BE U.S. 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT 

Mr. SHEA. Thank you, Senator Blumenthal, and thank you, Sen-
ator Lee, for giving me the opportunity to speak to you today. I’d 
like to begin also by thanking Senator Leahy and Ranking Member 
Grassley for convening this hearing. I would like to thank Senator 
Lieberman for his generous remarks in introducing me, and also 
you again, Senator Blumenthal. I would also like to thank the 
President for the honor of this nomination. 

Briefly, I’d like to introduce the members of my family and some 
friends who are here today. With me today is my wife of 21 years, 
the love of my life, Frederique. Also with us today are our children, 
our twins Kevin and Lisa, age 16, and our daughter Annabelle, age 
10. 

Also with me today are my friends from college, Stu and Jamie 
Rennert, and my friend and law partner, David Doot. 

Briefly, I’d like to just acknowledge some folks who may be 
watching on the webcast. First and foremost, my mother, whose 
80th birthday we celebrated recently, and also my seven sisters: 
Susan, Kathleen, Margaret, Christina, Rosemary, Maura, and 
Julie. 

I’d also like to acknowledge briefly someone who’s no longer with 
us, my father, in whose footsteps as a judge I am hoping to follow. 

Finally, I’d like to acknowledge my friends and colleagues at Day 
Pitney who are watching on the webcast as well. 

Thank you very much. I’d be happy to answer any questions that 
you may have. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL. We’re going to go now to Judge Curiel. I 
just want to wish Mrs. Shea a very happy birthday, a happy 80th 
birthday. I was actually remiss. I should have mentioned that I ap-
peared before your father, who was an extraordinarily distin-
guished member of our Bar and our court in the State of Con-
necticut. 

Mr. SHEA. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator BLUMENTHAL. So, thank you for reminding me about 

that fact. 
Judge. 
[The biographical information follows.] 
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STATEMENT OF GONZALO P. CURIEL, NOMINEE TO BE U.S. 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALI-
FORNIA 

Judge CURIEL. Thank you. Good afternoon. Senator Blumenthal, 
thank you for presiding over this hearing. Thank you for the Rank-
ing Member; Senator Lee also for being present. 

Mostly I’d like to thank also President Obama for giving this 
honor to me, to my family. As I indicated previously, my parents 
came here from Mexico with a dream of providing their children 
opportunities and they’ve been able to do that with the opportuni-
ties that this country has to offer. 

I’d like to thank Senator Boxer and Senator Feinstein for their 
support, for the Advisory Committee that recommended my name 
to Senator Boxer to pass forward. I’d like to take the time to intro-
duce my family that was able to come today: my wife Trisha and 
my daughter Natalie. 

Also, I’d like to acknowledge family members that weren’t able 
to attend that were not able to travel here. That includes my broth-
er in Indiana, Raul, my sister in Ohio, Maria, my father-in-law, 
Thomas Yamauchi, and a host of friends who are watching on the 
webcast. 

Thank you for this distinction, this honor. With that, I’ll con-
clude. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL. Mr. Shelby. I want to add my thanks to 
you for your service to our Nation as a member of the military, as 
well as in the life of—the civic life of your community and profes-
sional life. 

[The biographical information follows.] 
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Senator BLUMENTHAL. Thank you to each of you. I have just a 
few questions. You should understand that the brevity of our ques-
tions is sometimes a very good thing, not a bad thing, because it 
may indicate—I don’t want to speak for anyone else on the panel 
who’s here now or who may come—that we’re satisfied about your 
qualifications. 

But let me just begin. Mr. Shea, you’ve had a lot of experience 
as a lawyer in litigation. Maybe you could say for the record how 
you think that experience will help you as a member of the court. 

Mr. SHEA. Sure. 
Senator BLUMENTHAL. Or will help you, if you are confirmed as 

a member of the court. 
Mr. SHEA. Sure, Senator. Thank you. I’ve been fortunate in my 

career to have worked on a wide variety of cases, cases both on the 
criminal side and on the civil side. And on the civil side, also a 
broad array, ranging from commercial cases to personal injury 
cases to civil rights cases and other types of cases. 

I think that the breadth of that litigation experience would serve 
me well as a District Court judge if I were fortunate enough to be 
confirmed, because of course judges too face a broad array of cases 
and must in many ways be generalists. So I think that background 
would serve me well, if I were confirmed. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL. And Judge Curiel, let me ask you as 
someone who has served as a judge, whether you—how you see the 
role of a district judge versus the appellate court, and whether you 
would have any trouble following the rulings of the Federal appel-
late court, the 9th Circuit in the case of your U.S. District court, 
if you are confirmed. 

Judge CURIEL. Well, as a trial judge I recognize that I’m not 
there to make the law, I’m not there to interpret the law, I’m there 
to follow the law as established by the precedent of our Supreme 
Court. The Court of Appeals in the State of California, if I became 
a District Court—if I was that fortunate, I would then be bound by 
the opinions of the 9th Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. 

I’ve done that in terms of following precedent in my present posi-
tion, and I would be in a position to continue to do that, Senator. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL. And Mr. Shelby, if I may ask you how 
your involvement, both in the military and in civic life of your com-
munity, and also your service in private practice would affect your 
philosophy of judging as well as your qualifications when you have, 
as I expect you will be, the honor of serving in the U.S. District 
Court? 

Mr. SHELBY. Well, thank you, Senator. I have a deep love of this 
country and it’s part of what motivated me to join the military in 
the 1980’s in a time when I think it wasn’t particularly popular to 
do so. It’s the same spirit that I bring with me into this endeavor. 
If I’m fortunate enough to be confirmed, I look forward to serving 
the citizens of the State of Utah. 

That experience would have no impact on my duties as a judge 
as I see it, except of course to work hard to make sure I can do 
the best job that I can. As I see it, the role of a trial court is to 
decide only those cases and issues before the court based on the 
factual record developed, and while demonstrating a strict adher-
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