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Whiteside, Eric

From; Jonathan Walars <waters 33@osu.edu>

Sent: Friday, Septernber 11 2009 10-21 PM

To: Whiteside, Eric

Subject Re 8-8-09 Pasty in the Band Room - relerence OSU Police report #09-4265

Cuptain Whiteside.

I bunk you for your note, The part ol the report that is most upsetting is Uwe comment that was allepedly staied
by Mr. that this event was un uruuthorized event und that Or. Woods did nut know ubout it. Thisas
absolutely 180 degrees nway from the truth. It was Dr. Woods and | who cleored this event with the stadivim
erew und it was Dr. Woods and | who oppointed Mr. [ co be present ut the cvent. We hod 1ol know kedge
aboul this cvent and paincd permission to have it weeks aliead ol time. | can speak with 100% cenuinty Ui
Mr. [Jveuld bave not made this comment. Me. [l does not hove any thing to luse with the hand
members..ie works tor the stalY ol the bund, 1 ihink that it is guite pussible that the alTicer misunderstond whin

Me. s suying ond hod the Toets wrong. | really think thot that pan of the report peds to e amended

Perbups it would be benelicial il we spoke to the ofYicer who filed the report. Please advise. The report has
gollen out to muny in the university community ond the rumor is that our GTA had an upautharized purty with
the band and served them alcobol in the siudium, That is now the public perception. This report has defumed
the chameter AND the members of the OSt' Marching Band. U'nlvriunuiely . this report has
dragped Mr, mame and the vome of the Band through the mud because of misintmiution, TREATTY
think that this needs to be nddressed immedintely. We cun moke ourseles available nest weeh for o meeting

Lhank you again for your understanding.

-lon

On Sep 11,2009, ot | 1:41 AM, Whiteside, Eric wrute:

Mr Walers,

i am happy lo haar the you were already aware of Lhe silualion and conducting an internat review We
appreciale the timely and personal allention you gave the case during a busy week. If demenslirales your
commilmenl lo Lhe values you oulilnad in your email.

fMr s 1he individual thal called 911, | cerainly commend him for bis aclions However, there
appears to be some disagreemeni between him and lhe police officers at the scene lo whal was said and
occurred. | will concede that mislakes happen and somalimes rapor! narralives do not effeclively communicale
whal aclually stated, But our deparimental policy requires officers 1o accuraiely repori facls Palice reports are
a malter of public record and our officers use them Lo testify In courl cases under Ihe penally of perjury. A
police officer who knowingly places false informalion in 2 criminai Incident repori would face savere disciplinary
aclion by our agency

it shouid aiso be noled thal the OSU Police Ofiicers who responded lo lhe scene are independent observers
wilh no personal stake in the incidenl While | don'l know how you conducled your investligalion, il sounds like
Ihe paaple you inlerviewed had somelhing lo lose. As a law enforcemenl professional working in the criminal
juslice field, il is comman for suspecls to be dishonesl during interviews. | can'l speak far the ralionale or
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integrity of anyone you spoke wilh, bul | would guess thal they saw all of thair hard work lo gel on lhe band in
jeocpardy. Or, they were concemed Ihat lhey violated the rusl placed in them

i had an opporiunily 1o review the Ieller that Daclor Woods sent lo Andrea Goldblum The 27-year veteran of
the OSU Police Division is Lleulenanl George Spence | had an apporlunily lo speak wilh him this moming
aboul the Incldent. As menlioned In (he letier, he was aclualiy al Ihe scene and supports the abservabons and
slalemenls recorded by Officer Spears-McNatl | have no problem if you wish lo speak wilh either individual
aboul the incident. tf they feel thal somelhing neads lo be amended, | am sure they will lake the appropriaie
steps. Il hera is stil disagreament, | am confident |hat we can gel lhe maller rasolvad through the sludent
judicial process in a fair and Impariial manner, | would also suggest that someone from lhe band conlacl us
prior lo the evenl nexl year lo help minimize potential problems

Feel free to contacl me if you need anything else

Captain Eric Whileside

The Ohlo Siale Unlversily Police Division
Office: 292-8093

Cell 732-9920

From: Jonathan Waters :

Sent: Friday, September 11, 2009 12:14 AM

To: Whiteslda, Eric

Subject: Re: 9-8-09 Party In the Band Room - referance OSU Pollce report #08-4265

Cuptasin Whiteside.

Ihunk you su much lor your email. We are dealing with this situation. however. | am concerned ubout many of’
the Tisets stuted in the report below. Please be aware that this tradition dates back Lo ot least 1960 and that it hus
nothing tu du with alevhol. nor sneaking into the stodium. 10is enlled “Midnight Rump”™ and invalves the band
marching into the studlum and down the Tickl at midaight The entire event tehes 13 minutes ol mos.

Most cuncerning is the Tact that [ sory wos so drosiieally distorted in the report. Mr. s the
Graduate Assistunt Director for the OSU Marching and Athletic Bands. |le was appointed by Jon Woaods and
msell’ to oversee the event in the stadium on Monduy night. Whenever we have band studenis in the stadium
trepardless ul' the time] we appoint band stwiT 10 be present Tor purpeses ol Tiabilin . This even hod also been
eleared with all of the stadium oiticials und proper pemissions were granted o cuntinue this tradition.

was piven the key 1o unlock the ramp gote lo allow the band onte the field. To guole front the report...

1w ollicer most definitely misundersiood or misinterpreted the information that Mr.-gu\c to him. Itis
most delinitely NOT the trudition (o "sneak” into the stadium. Mr. B s Loy . o e is on the st and
he ha! the ramp gate key. [llwas the appointed stafT membes to nccompany the band in the stadivm and the
midnight ramp tradition. 1le was there for liubility purposes and TIHANK GOD he wus. In luct,

presence was EXACTLY WIIY he wos uppointed by Jon Woods und | to attend...tor lishility. 1tis Talse o siy
thit Mr. B vdmitied this was an "unouthorized event and that Jon Woods was usnaware ol'it” Let me muhe
this point as clear bs possible...Jon Woods und | were hath nware of' it s we uppoinicd o oversee
it. This event has been accompanied by stail for decades nnd | have atiended the event ut lenst 4 times in the
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last 10 years, Furthermore, | will sitest 1o the facl that there was no alcahol served or consumed in Ohio
Stadium or in the Steinbrenner Bund Cenler. Mr. -nlso confirms this fucl. In our investipation. we
deduced Trom many interviews with students that o aleolal was brought o Obiv Stadium. Usfurtunaly

came 10 the sisdivm under the inlluence ol vleshol. Al this poinl. | van enly sunnise thin Mr.%
was the only student who needed medicul ussislance because of alcohal. | don't believe that any olher students
were arrested lor underape consumption. and at ihis point | con't determine which students. ilFany. came o the
stadium having had alcohol.

It is true that Mr.-\vns disrespectiul 1o an OSU Police Ollicer, 1 wil cenuinly deal with him like we
dealt with the stdent who came 1o Ohlu Stwdium in un intoxicated state, | can nssure sou that no band student
will be permitted to show disrespect ta law cnlorcement.

| urm not sure how the ofMicer involved in issuing the report so drumatically tumed the detuils of the event into
Falsehoods, | would like to speuk 1o the oiTicer i you think that wauld be appropriate. Please hnow dhutt we
bave disciplined the siudent who was intoxicated and 1uken to the hospital. [t is the opinion ol our stall. und
most voiferously. it is my opinion that Mr.JJJllllacicd swith integrity. caring and intelligent speed in calling
911 when he saw (he student in distress. I'le should be commended lor his ellorts and lor his quick

response. We could be dealing with a FAR WORSE sitation il [JJjad not been so thouginfisd in his
response.

Please know tht we ure trving (o proteet the integrity ol the OSUMB. The false antuee ol the intormation in
this report 1amishes Ui integrity. s there anything thul you can do to correet the fuets ubout the band in 1he
report? And equally importanl. is there anyibing thel can be done 1o correet the misinformation alleped shout
our stull member *

Thank you opnin lor your help in this matier und {or your concern for The Ohin State | 'niversity Murching
Bond, Pleuse ket me know how | ean help with this incident,

-don Waters
Assistunt Direclor, OSUMB

On Scp 9. 2009, ot 2:17 PM. Whiteside, Lric wrole:

Mr Walers,

I think we may hava already mel, but my name is Caplain Eric Whileside af the Chio Stale University
Police Division. | oversee the palrol operations and came across an arrest report fram 9-B-09 that you
may found interesting. | hare is a synopsis of the incident.

Here is another report supplemental report narrative that was wrilten by another officer
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While only -is facing criminal charges, wa are sending all lhres individual lhrough the sludent
judicial process. Being a former nighl walch officer, | am somewhal familiar wilh some of he
“tradilions"” of the band. bul 1 was not aware of any evenl thal involved lhe use of alcohol. It appears
thal this evenl violaled universily policy regarding alcohol and resulled In a sludenl golng to the
hospilal for 2 possible case of alcohol poisoning.

Please lel me know if yo have any addilional queslions

Caplain Eric Whileslde

The Ohio Stale Universily Police Division
Ofiice; 292-8083

Maln# 292-2121





